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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 24, 2020 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

CREATION CARE SERIES 4/4 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Dawn” ................................................................................................ David Cyril Jenkins 
Darkness fades as 

Rosy-fingered clouds, angel wings, 

Appear on the horizon.   

The Sun rises and gives  

Warmth and light to Creation. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, 

That awake we may watch with Christ. 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: In the beginning, the Spirit of God moved over the waters, 

People:   And God said, “Unbind creation and let her out!” and God declared it to be Good. 

Minister:   God said, “let there be light” and called the light, “Day”, and the darkness, “Night”. 

People:   God spoke the word to call the land from the water, pulling the Eno River down to 

the depths and raising Occoneechee Mountain above the waters, and in God’s eyes 

they were Good. 

Minister: God’s word called to life the soybean and the sweet potato, the milking cow, the 

robin and the earthworm, 

People: The honey bee and the white tailed deer, the five lined skink and the crayfish, and 

God’s heart saw them to be Good. 

Minister: Then God spoke a final time, making creatures who carry the divine image: us. 

People: Forming humans by holy word to tend and steward all that God had made. 

Minister: And God saw that it was all Very Good. 

People: And God declared that it is all Very Good. 

 



Minister:  On the seventh day, God rested. 

People: And on this seventh day, we come to worship and remember our roles as partners in 

creation. 

Hymn 62: “Creator God, Creating Still” (see text below) .................................................. ST. ANNE 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister:  What kind of footprint are we leaving on God’s good creation?  How does our 

current use of natural resources impact our neighbors around the world and across time?  

What kind of world are we leaving our children and grandchildren?  As we reflect on these 

questions, we offer prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Silent Prayers 

Corporate Confession: Creator God, our beautiful blue and green home is an awesome, awesome 

gift. Yet we trade clean air for the power of convenience, clean water for easy waste disposal, 

and wilderness for elbowroom. We marvel more at our inventions than over your creations. 

Share your wisdom and teach us how to protect and restore your rivers and mountains, seas 

and prairies, wetlands and forests. Guide us in living sustainably, being satisfied that 

“enough” is a feast, and not consuming more than we need. Guide us to repair and replace 

your Very Good: our habitat, climate, and food web. Send your spirit over the waters again; 

stir us to action, justice, and wise choices.  We pray we can be a part of bringing 

reconciliation and healing back to your creation. Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 22:36-40 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Creation Care Reflection 

Minister:   We enjoy the gift of being surrounded by the beauty, diversity, and power of God’s 

creation.  We are also called to be its faithful stewards and caretakers. 

People:  Let us offer back our gifts of money, skills, service, and commitment to our ongoing 

shared work with our Creator. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory: “Cantemos al Señor” (“Let’s Sing unto the Lord”) ............................................. ROSAS 

Doxology..................................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, in every tongue. 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

Hymn 695: “God of the Fertile Fields” (see text below) ....................................... ITALIAN HYMN 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Night” ............................................................................................... David Cyril Jenkins 

As the sun goes down, 

Have we honored it by our day? 

Has our soul been full of light? 

Have we honored the Lord’s Creation? 

Have we loved our neighbors? 

Guard us sleeping, O Lord, that 

Asleep we may rest in peace. 
 

Call to Worship and Corporate Confession adapted from litanies developed by Rev. David Huber and 

Kathy Bartilson, members of The Green Group, Wisconsin Conference UCC 

Music Notes: David Cyril Jenkins (1885-1978) was a Welsh composer of light music and a church 

organist.  The two septets printed above reflect the impressionistic nature of this music. 

Hymn credits: “Creator God, Creating Still”, Jane Parker Huber, William Croft, “God of the Fertile 

Fields”, Georgia Harkness, Felice de Giardini © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.   

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

 

 



It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


