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GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Variations on ‘Dix’: Variation 1” ................................................... David P. Dahl 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship  

Minister: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name on all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1) 

People:   We gather to greet the new day by praising our Creator. 

Minister:    God created us for relationship with God, one another, and the earth. 

People:    Let us honor those relationships today and every day. 

Minister: We seek to care for God’s people around the world and to care for God’s good 

creation. 

People: Let us honor those relationships today and every day. 

Minister: May we commit to new ways of honoring God’s creation as a means of 

sharing Jesus’ transforming love, 

People: And let us seek God’s grace, justice, and mercy for all.  Amen. 

Hymn 59: “This Is My Father’s World” (see text below) ............................... TERRA BEATA 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

 

 

 



OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister:  What should be our relationship with God’s creation?  Does it involve 

dominating, subduing, or ruling over?  Or perhaps it’s more about tending, care-

giving, serving, and stewardship of an extraordinary gift?  What does our 

relationship with the natural world tell others about our relationship with the 

Creator?  As we sit with these challenging questions, let us offer our prayers of 

confession, first in silence. 

Silent Prayers 

Corporate Confession:  

Forgive us, God, that we have taken your creation for granted. You have given us the 

run of the land, the pick of the crop and we have squandered these resources; 

distributed these unfairly, vandalized their beauty, violated their purity. 

Forgive us, God, that we have taken your kingdom for granted. You have given us the 

seeds of faith, the fruits of the spirit, and we have misused these resources; displayed 

them rarely, bestowed them grudgingly, ignored them blithely. 

Thank you, God, that you are stronger than our destructiveness and greater than our 

meanness, that you give us a fresh start, a second chance. Overwhelm us with the 

power of your resurrected love. Compel us with the challenge you issue for change. 

Lead us in the conquest of our own limits and restrictions. Drive us towards a new 

life of peace, justice and integrity. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Genesis 1:26-31a 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Creation Care Reflection 



Minister:   We enjoy the gift of being surrounded by the beauty, diversity, and power of 

God’s creation.  We are also called to be its faithful stewards and caretakers. 

People:  Let us offer back our gifts of money, skills, service, and commitment to our 

ongoing shared work with our Creator. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory: “Variations on ‘Dix’: Variation 2” ................................................ David P. Dahl 

Doxology............................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, in every tongue. 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

Hymn 696: “For Beauty of Meadows” (see text below) ........................................ ST. DENIO 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “St. Denio” ..................................................................................... J. Bert Carlson 
 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser 

Music Notes: At the beginning of the Prelude, listen for the “star” in the Variation 1 of David 

Dahl’s variations on the tune “Dix.”  Variation 2 recalls joyful steps through a pretty garden.  

Dahl is an active organist, composer, and teacher on the west coast.  The Rev. J. Bert Carlson 

was a Lutheran pastor and prolific composer. 
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 



 


