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CREATION CARE SERIES 2/4 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

   Minute for Mission: El Futuro  

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Trumpet Voluntary” .......................................................................... John Stanley 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: “The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims God’s 

handiwork.” (Psalm 19:1) 

People:   “The mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all of the 

trees of the field shall clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55:12) 

Minister:   Every creature, every plant, every rock, and grain of sand  

People:   Proclaims the glory of its Creator, 

Minister: Worships through color, shape, scent, and form. 

People: A multi-sensory song of praise. 

Minister: Creator God, may we join with the whole of your creation 

People: In praising you, our Creator through the fragrance and melody of our lives. 

Hymn 61: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” (see text below) .......................... ROYAL OAK 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister: Naturalist John Muir said, “Look!  Nature is overflowing with the grandeur of 

God.”  Let us take time to soak in the majesty of creation and acknowledge how it 

points us to God.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 



Silent Prayers 

Corporate Confession: Creator God, the heavens declare your glory but sometimes in our 

busy-ness, we miss our cue.  The seas roar and the trees of the forest sing for joy and 

yet we look for ways to distract ourselves or pass the time.  Jesus declared that if his 

disciples were silent, “the rocks would cry out”.  Forgive us, Lord, when our worship 

is small compared to the strength of stones or the song of the wood thrush or the 

bright and varied colors of the spring tulips. Lift up our eyes to the hills from which 

our help comes and remind us, from the rising of the sun to its setting, your name is to 

be praised!  Amen.    

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Psalm 148 – Youth Readers 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Creation Care Reflection 

Minister:   We enjoy the gift of being surrounded by the beauty, diversity, and power of 

God’s creation.  We are also called to be its faithful stewards and caretakers. 

People:  Let us offer back our gifts of money, skills, service, and commitment to our 

ongoing shared work with our Creator. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory: “Morning Has Broken” ....................................... Scottish folk melody Bunessan 

musical adaptation by Cat Stevens 

Doxology............................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, in every tongue. 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 



RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

Hymn 21: “Let the Whole Creation Cry” (see text below) ................................... LLANFAIR 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Joy to The World” ........................................................................ Tune: Antioch 

settings by Hal Hopson and Karen Keane 
 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser 

Call to Worship adapted from John Birch on his website, “Faith and Worship” 

Music Notes: Today’s music includes a Trumpet Voluntary by John Stanley (1712-1786), a 

mostly blind English composer.  He was well known as a conductor of Handel’s oratorios and 

after Handel’s death, continued the oratorio performances at Covent Garden, including 

playing an organ concerto during the intermission (as Handel had done).  This Voluntary in D 

Major serves as an audio procession into the service; its opening motif anticipates the 

opening descending notes of the Postlude.  The tune of “Joy to the World” is attributed to 

George Frederick Handel (1685-1759) and consists of two phrases from his oratorio Messiah 

(“Lift up your heads,” and “Comfort ye”), though modern scholars think this is just a 

coincidence; the tune is from as early as 1839 (Antioch recalls the town where Jesus’ 

followers were first called Christians as noted in Acts 11:26).  The text (1719) by Isaac Watts 

(1674-1748) is not a nativity hymn, but an interpretation of Psalms 98, 96, and Genesis 3.   Its 

association with Christmas is probably due to the inclusion of Psalms 98 and 96 in the 

lectionary readings for Christmas Day, though its use is appropriate at several other times of 

the liturgical year when these Psalms are used.  “Morning Has Broken” is based on a 

traditional Gaelic (Scottish) tune and was made popular in 1971 in a setting by British 

musician Cat Stevens (and collaboration with Rick Wakeman).  The text as it is usually 

known today was written by English novelist Eleanor Farjeon and first appeared in 1931. 

Hymn credits: “All Things Bright and Beautiful”, Cecil F. Alexander/Martin Shaw, “Let the Whole  

Creation Cry”, Stopford A. Brooke/Robert Williams, © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.   

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 



 


