
 

 

 

 

APRIL 5, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 5, 2020 

PALM SUNDAY 
GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude 

PRAISING GOD 

People:    Holy One, bless your servants: 

Minister:   The ones missing palms and parades and processions and passion, and the 

ones who wish we could line the aisle with cloaks. 

People:    Holy One, bless your servants: 

Minister:   The ones missing children’s and youth choirs and introits and handbells. 

People:    Holy One, bless your servants: 

Minister:   The brave hearts, home with children, who need more elbow room, and the 

weary spirits, home alone, who long to be part of a crowd. 

People:    Holy One, bless your servants: 

Minister:   The worship leaders, live from the living room, and the digitally displaced, 

wishing dearly for a sense of being church. 

People:    Hear us shout together, even though we are apart: 

All:   Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hymn 192: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (stanzas one and two) .............. ST. THEODULPH 

The congregation is invited to wave palm branches during the singing of the hymn. 

A Time with the Children – Esther Soud Parker 

 

 

 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The story of Palm Sunday tells of how people removed their cloaks and  

 spread them out in front of Jesus as he entered Jerusalem.  The cloak we wear every 

day to face the world is both the persona we wish to present, and our defense against 

the elements.  As we enter into prayer, may we be willing to lay down our defenses 

and disguises, at the feet of the One who sees us as we really are.  We offer our 

prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Merciful God, we offer you our lives, full as they are of shadow 

and light, of kindness and apathy, of hope and despair.  Take what is broken and 

mend it; take what is wrong and right it; take what is destructive and disable it; take 

what is useless and make it useful.  Heal our sin, we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  The crowds offered you their coats to walk on, they waved palm branches, 

honoring your presence. 

People:  Today we honor you, Lord, and lay our tithes and offerings before you, as 

tokens of our love, a public display of affection for our King of kings.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

People sing: “Love Will Be Our Lenten Calling” .................................................. PICARDY 

Love will be our Lenten calling, love to shake and shatter sin, 

waking every closed, cold spirit, stirring new life deep within, 

till the quickened heart remembers what our Easter birth can mean. 



Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Turning toward Holy Week 

Hymn 569: “Jesus, Remember Me” (sung twice)  ........................................ REMEMBER ME 

Benediction 

Musical Response: “Christ We Do All Adore Thee” ................................ Théodore Dubois 

Christ, we do all adore thee, and we do praise thee for ever, for on the holy cross hast 

thou the world from sin redeemed.  (from The Seven Last Words of Christ) 

Silence 

 

Liturgist: Kelly Sasser 

Praising God Litany adapted from work of Martha Spong. 
 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn 192: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”  

ST. THEODULPH 

 

(Congregation sings stanzas one and two) 

 

All glory, laud and honor 

to you, Redeemer, King, 

to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 

You are a child of Israel, 

Great David’s greater Son; 

you ride in lowly triumph, 

Messiah, blessed One! 

The company of angels 

are praising you on high, 

and, we with all creation 

in chorus make reply. 

The people of the Hebrews 

with palms before you went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 

before you we present. 

To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise; 

to you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise. 

As you received their praises, 

now hear us as we pray. 

Since you delight in goodness, 

rule in our hearts today. 

 



 


