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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 8, 2020 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

 Minute for Mission: Meals on Wheels Durham 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross and Wilderness Prayer 

Prelude:  “Wondrous Love” ........................................................................... Samuel Barber 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   In days of old, God called Abraham and Sarah: 

People:    “Come – I am with you; step out in faith.” 

Minister:   God speaks still, claiming people of every land and race: 

People:    “Come – I will bless you, that you may bless others.” 

Minister:   Heirs of the covenant, let us continue the journey: 

People:    Come – let us worship the Lord! 

*Hymn 24: “The God of Abraham Praise” ...................................................................LEONI 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayer of Confession:  

Minister:   Sending God, you speak to souls both calm and chaotic and summon us to 

follow. 

People:    But your call threatens to uproot our lives, so we disregard your voice and 

cling to the soils of safe, familiar places. 
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Minister:   Guiding Spirit, your wind whips through communities both settled and stirring 

and urges us toward new expressions of faith. 

People:    But your call threatens to blow us off course, so we ignore your dynamic 

Spirit and shelter within protected harbors. 

Minister:   Saving Christ, you enter into hearts both trusting and skeptical and plant 

within us the seed of faith. 

People:    Forgive us when we ignore your summons to grow as disciples.  Immerse us 

in the Spirit’s sustaining waters so that we might respond to your call with 

faith and faithfulness. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Genesis 12:1-4a 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “The Call of the Wilderness” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 565: “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You” ............ WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Generous God, as you did with Abraham and Sarah, you call us, bless us, and 

make a place for us. 

People: May our gratitude be earnest and sincere, as we seek to be a blessing in your 

world.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

 

 



Anthem: “His Voice as the Sound” ............................... arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 

His voice as the sound of the dulcimer sweet,  

Is heard through the shadows of death;  

The cedars of Lebanon bow at His feet, 

The air is perfumed with His breath.  

His lips as a fountain of righteousness flow,  

That waters the garden of grace,  

From which their salvation the Gentiles shall know,  

And bask in the smile of His face.  

Love sits in His eyelids and scatters delight  

Through all the bright regions on high,  

Their faces the Cherubim veil in His sight,  

And tremble with fullness of joy.  

He looks, and ten thousands of angels rejoice,  

And myriads wait for His word,  

He speaks, and eternity filled with His voice,  

Re-echoes the praise of her Lord.  

*People sing: “Love Will Be Our Lenten Calling” ................................................. PICARDY 

Love will be our Lenten calling, love to shake and shatter sin, 

waking every closed, cold spirit, stirring new life deep within, 

till the quickened heart remembers what our Easter birth can mean. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 717: “Let All Things Now Living” .........................................................ASH GROVE 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude:  “Wondrous Love” ......................................................................... Samuel Barber 

 

 

Anthem Note: “His Voice as the Sound” was written by Joseph Swain (1761-1796), a 

Baptist minister in Walworth, England.  His ministry was recalled as “popular and 

useful.”  The tune, Samanthra, was published by William Walker in his 1835 

collection The Southern Harmony and Musical Companion. 

Bulletin cover art: “Abraham” by Zvi Leonhard. 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 


