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The Season of Lent 
at Watts Street 
Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and spans 
40 days (symbolic of 
Jesus’ 40 days in the 
wilderness) climaxing with Holy Week.  The three tradi-
tional practices to be taken up with renewed vigor during 
Lent are prayer (justice toward God), fasting (justice to-
ward self), and almsgiving (justice toward neighbor).  In 
modern times people often give up a “vice” and give the 
time or money spent doing that to charitable purposes.  
Others add a practice to their lives that will bring them 
closer to God.  During worship this season we’ll read a 
poem each week that invites us to engage different steps 
as we make our way through the Wilderness of Lent.  The 
intent is a preparation for and engagement of the journey 
of Holy Week and finally God’s marvelous redemption at 
Easter and the resurrection life that we live, and hope for, 
as Christians.   

Sunday, March 1—Lent I, Matthew 4:1-11 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Sunday, March 8—Lent II, Genesis 12:1-4a 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Sunday, March 15—Lent III, Genesis 17:1-7 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Sunday, March 22—Lent IV, I Samuel 16:1-13, Youth Sunday 

Sunday, March 29—Lent V, Lauren Winner preaching 

Lenten Calendars 
Focus on Lent each day by using the 2020 Lenten Calen-
dars, available in the foyers and on the children’s table in 
the preschool hall.  Consider ways to “Pray, Fast, and 
Give” this Lenten season by focusing on a daily task, such 
as “Fast from news. Enjoy the silence” or “Write 10 things 
you are grateful for and carry it with you this Lenten sea-
son.”  Adults use the purple calendars and children use 
the colorful calendars as a guide through this Lenten sea-
son.     

WSBC Community Missions Lunch—March 8 
Missions at Watts Street gives us ways to connect with 
God and each other in our work in the world.  On Sunday, 
March 8, following worship, you are invited to a compli-
mentary lunch in the Fellowship Hall.  We will hear stories 
that affirm the work being done and share ideas on how 
we all can be more connected to missions.  Come find out 
how we create community both inside and outside the 
church.  For childcare reservations, please contact Esther 
(Esther@wattsstreet.org) by March 2. 

Adult Ed. Retreat:  Cardigan Sweaters,  
Magnolia Trees, and Brioche:   
Overlooked Biblical Metaphors for God 

“Stale.” That’s how my friend Sheila re-
cently described her experience of church 
and God. When I probed deeper, I discov-
ered that the root of that “staleness” lay 
in the images of God Sheila held. “I go to a 
church called Good Shepherd,” said she. “I 
am not getting anywhere trying to pray to a shepherd. I'm 
not sure I’ve ever seen a shepherd.” She’s also pretty sure 
she’s never seen a king or a mother hen. 

Shepherd. Father. Judge. Friend. Light of the world. Alpha 
and omega. King. Mother hen tending her brood. Those 
are some of the ways in which we in the church often im-
age God. But the Bible offers countless other images as 
well, images the church has largely overlooked for at least 
a century. Clothing. Bee-keeper. Housekeeper. Grave-
digger. 

On Saturday, March 28, from 10:00 to 2:30 p.m. we will 
explore a handful (or so) often-overlooked biblical images 
for God. Drawing on contemporary movies, poetry, an-
thropologists’ musings, and the writings of medieval mys-
tics, we will ask what it might mean for our prayer lives, 
our political lives, our lives before God and our lives in 
community to take seriously the abundance of Scriptural 
metaphor for God.   

Dr. Lauren F. Winner, professor at Duke Divinity School 
and Episcopal Priest, leads in this exciting retreat.  Lunch 
and childcare are provided.  Please register by calling the 
church office or on-line at https://forms.gle/
XkMzE6nHXn81vaUJ9 .  We also look forward to welcom-
ing Dr. Winner as our guest preacher on Sunday, March 
29. 

Reminder: 
2020 All Ages Beach Retreat  

Registration deadline is March 16!   
See details on page 3. 

 

https://forms.gle/XkMzE6nHXn81vaUJ9
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fravensworthbaptist.org%2Fworship%2Flent%2F&psig=AOvVaw3OU8VaH8aKQ_AfUMFet9q4&ust=1582827356578000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCwi8zp7-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Nights at Watts Street! 
On Wednesdays the church family gathers for supper 
and conversations around the tables starting at 5:15 
p.m.  At 6 p.m., we begin a community time of prayers, 
celebrations and announcements.  At 6:15 p.m., 
children ages 3 through-5th grade go to music and 
youth gather for Youth Service/Learning.  Adults are 
invited to For the Living of These Days with Dorisanne 
Cooper at 6:30 p.m., in the chapel.  Please make supper 
reservations in the Friendship Register by the Sunday 
prior, or by contacting the church office by Monday 
before noon. Children 3 years through 5th grade: $3.  
Youth and adults:  $7.  Family cap:  $24.  Children under 
3 eat free. 

Tai Chi on Tuesdays! 
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
and led by Barbara Karas, Tai Chi class meets on 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., in Room 201.  People of 
all ages and abilities are welcome.  The cost is $32 for a 
4 week session or $10 drop-in.  For questions about the 
class or to sign up, contact Barbara (919-813-8922).  

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered 
by the Senior Adult Coordinating 
Council, is open to all.  Enjoy the movie, 
along with popcorn and soda, as well as 
time with your friends!  On March 4, at 
1:00 p.m., in room 102, we’ll enjoy My 
Fellow Americans, starring Jack Lemmon 
and James Garner.  

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, March 12 and 26, at 7:15 a.m. at Elmo’s 
Diner.  Questions?  Contact Alan Williams 
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).  

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, March 12 and 26, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 
115.  David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, March 17, at 12 p.m., in the 
Church Library.  The book for January is 
Educated by Tara Westover.  Emily 
McCoy (919-489-0483, 
mccoy6320@gmail.com) serves as 
coordinator.  Drop-ins are always 
welcomed to this lively conversation! 

Spring Forward! 
Remember to move your clocks ahead one 
hour on Saturday night, March 7.  This is also a 
great time to check the batteries in your smoke alarms. 

Interested in serving as light/cross bearer? 
Worship & Music is assembling a “bank” of adults and 
youth whom we can call on occasionally to serve as 
light/cross bearers during Sunday morning services. No 
experience required ― just enthusiasm. Contact Gene 
Downs: eugene_downs@hotmail.com or 970-294-6377 
(voice/text). 

Seekers Sunday School Class: March 1 – April 5 
Join us in the chapel each week through Lent as we 
take the opportunity to share and explore our beliefs 
about basic Christian tenants such as Communion, 
Baptism, Prayer, and Heaven/Afterlife. This will be an 
open forum/discussion class where all opinions/beliefs 
are valued and welcomed.  Michelle Roach facilitates 
the class.  Please contact her for additional information. 
Mroach76@gmail.com 919-602-6439.  

Crafting for the Bazaar 
If you’d enjoy getting together with Watts Street friends 
to work on crafts and  prepare for the 2020 Fall Bazaar, 
come on over to room 104-B on Monday, March 9, at 
6:30 p.m. for a planning meeting.  Thanks to Susan 
Brooks for coordinating this effort!  

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering 
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  Join us for 
lunch at Mellow Mushroom on Sunday, March 15 at 
12:15 p.m.  For more information about our Young 
Adult Ministry, contact Blanche 
(blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or Kelly 
(kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, March 17 at 11 a.m., in Room 102.  All are 
welcome to join this group in making plans for the 
Watts Street ministry with senior adults.  For more 
information, contact Kelly Sasser. 

Thank You... 
...to Daryll Powell, Pat Revels, the Chancel 
Choir, and all of the readers for the 
presentation of James Weldon Johnson’s 
God’s Trombones on February 9.  What a 
creative and powerful worship experience!  

mailto:AWilliams@ComfortMC.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
mailto:eugene_downs@hotmail.com
mailto:Mroach76@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodreads.com%2Fbook%2Fshow%2F35133922-educated&psig=AOvVaw2LtLQ7XuWy-fBIjvNMmZEE&ust=1582843410165000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPi_6qyl8OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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March Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations for our McDougald 
Terrace Neighbors.  Most needed items are baby 
bottles, women’s deodorant, kid’s toothpaste, Lysol 
wipes, laundry detergent (small sized containers, 
please), hand sanitizer, tissues, toilet paper, paper 
towels, adult body wash, adult shampoo, mouthwash, 
hand soap, and trash bags.  Contact Clark Godfrey 
(clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com) with questions.  

March Minute for Mission 
On March 8, Gale Adland, the Meals on Wheels 
Durham executive director, will speak about their 
commitment to enhancing the life of eligible 
homebound adults in our community.  Meals on 
Wheels Durham has gone from serving a dozen clients 
in 1975 to over 500 Durham County residents every 
day.  Please write checks to WSBC and put “Meals on 
Wheels Durham” on the memo line.  

Father Boyle at Raleigh Conference 
On Friday, March 13, Father Greg Boyle, author of 
Tattoos of the Heart, will be the headline speaker at the 
FCOMI Conference at the McKimmon Conference 
Center in Raleigh.  For information on registration and 
other questions, please visit fcmi-nc.org, or call Dan 
Winn (404-849-9118). 

Bags Needed for Walltown Food Pantry 
Walltown Food Pantry needs reusable grocery 
bags.  Donated bags can be dropped off with 
Clark Godfrey or the church office. 

 

Creation Care Ministry Tip 
PROTECT Land, Sea, Air, People, and Animals 
Deciding what to recycle, compost, or 
send to landfill as trash/garbage can be a 
daunting task. Help us achieve that goal 
corporately and individually in our 
homes and workplaces, too. Recycling 
(eco-friendly) turns old products and packaging into 
new products or packaging by weeding out potentially 
useful items that may have once been considered 
trash. Composting (eco-friendly) transforms certain 
types of garbage and biodegradable trash into organic 
material, not methane gas, and doubles as a fertilizer. 
Trash is the material that is thrown away as worthless. 
Thanks for trying to generate less trash. 

Durham Crop Walk 
Mark your calendar for The 2020 
Durham Crop Walk on Sunday April 5.  
Durham CROP Hunger walk donations 
are used to support hunger alleviation 
programs.  Money raised is split between two 
organizations, 75% goes to Church World service and 
25% stays in Durham County and is used by DCIA 
(Durham Congregations in Action) to help our 
neighbors in need.  You may walk with our church and 
others on April 5 or you may sponsor one of our 
walkers.  There will be a sandwich lunch after worship 
on that date and then we will walk to Duke Chapel to 
begin the walk.  Contact River Price (919-270-8202) for 
more information.  

Reaching Out... 

Register Now for the 39th Annual WSBC All Ages Beach Retreat! 
April 17-19 
NC Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell (Oak Island, NC) 

Enjoy rich community time, intergenerational theme sessions, playing on the beach, 
long walks or bike rides, reading on the porches, the Saturday night Talent Xtravaganza, 
Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, and getting to know lots of WS people better as we work side by side on 
meals.  What a great time!  Families and groups of friends have private rooms, with a private bath in the room or 
across the hall.  Youth stay in dormitory style rooms. 

Register online through our church website beginning the second week of February: www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  
Pay with a credit card right on the website (via Paypal) or bring a check to the church.  Don’t let cost prohibit your 
participation, however, as scholarships are available.  Pick up a brochure at church or read the AABR webpage for 
more information.  Rooms are assigned as registration fees are received.  The registration deadline is March 16.  
Questions?  Contact Erin Lutz, Worth Lutz, Kelly Sasser or Esther Soud Parker. 
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The Staff Study Committee was appointed by the Church 
Council in 2019 to make recommendations to the Council 
and the Church about any changes needed in the church’s 
staff positions as a result of the many recent staffing 
changes at the church.  
 
The Committee has been meeting since the summer of 
2019. The Committee has: 

1. Interviewed all ministry, music, and office staff.  
Prior to these individual interviews each staff 
member submitted a workload report outlining time 
spent in various areas. 

2. Reviewed each minister’s job descriptions and 
compared them to the actual workloads each 
minister has assumed during the recent time of staff 
transitions. 

3. Contacted several other churches, each similar to 
Watts Street in some way, to determine what their 
staffing structures look like and the pros and cons 
they found those structures to have.  

4. Reviewed national publications about trends in 
congregational life, including material from the 
Center for Healthy Churches and the National 
Congregational Study prepared by researchers at 
Duke and other universities. 

5. Conducted two focus groups with representative 
congregation members and then conducted a 
church wide event after worship on 11/17/19 to get 
congregational input about the needs of the church 
to which we should allocate staff resources.  The 
Committee also invited and received feedback 
offered via email, phone and in person 
conversations. 

6. Evaluated the church’s financial resources to 
determine what a reasonable personnel budget 
should be going forward.  

A more detailed report will be prepared when the 
committee finalizes its recommendations. For now, here is a 
status report. 
 
Based on the revenues received for 2019 and the pledges 
received so far for 2020, the Committee believes that WSBC 
should not be planning to expand our ministerial staff 
beyond the current three full-time positions we have. By 
way of comparison, until 2018 we had 3.75 full-time 
ministerial positions.  
 
The Committee’s work has revealed a challenge:  Our 
ministers are working beyond full-time and we still have 
unmet needs in some areas, including pastoral care, 
fostering better connections among the congregation, 
improving our communication with each other and the 
community, and reducing the demands on our ministers to 

handle “administrative” matters that create barriers to their 
more traditional ministerial work (such as pastoral care and 
Missions work). An equally important need is to create a 
better work-family balance for our ministers and staff while 
addressing these other needs.  
 
The Committee is now trying to thread that needle and is 
looking at each minister’s job description to suggest 
possible changes.  That is the final task for the Committee, 
and it is one that the Committee hopes to finish before 
Easter.   
 
One thing is clear: To address all these needs, staff will be 
asked to do more of some things and less of others; 
therefore, this process will lead to changes.  The specifics of 
how to do that are actively being considered by the 
Committee now. Once the recommendations are final, 
several committees and the congregation, along with staff, 
will still have work to do. Our ultimate goal of offering 
thriving and vibrant ministries, missions, and connection 
isn’t changing.  But the “how” of how we get there will need 
some adjusting.  Our belief is that evaluation of our 
ministries, our time, and our commitments can lead us to 
some new and life-giving paths.  
 
The committee’s review of national trends and interviews 
with other churches revealed that there are great changes 
occurring across the American religious landscape. 
Protestant churches of all denominations are facing declines 
in attendance, influenced in part by the ever-expanding 
demands in our culture of busyness. Watts Street is not 
exempt from those pressures, yet the church has a stable 
financial structure and an array of well attended 
programming.  
 
For Watts Street to continue to fill the unique role it plays in 
the lives of members and the larger community, we must 
focus anew on our call to worship, love mercy, and do 
justice, together.  
 
Please contact any member of the committee if you have 
questions or concerns. Now is the time to give additional 
input on how the church envisions staff time being 
allocated.  
 
Committee members are: Glen Clayton, Jim Drennan, Hope 
Williams Durack, Marisa Houser, Rebeca Olmedo, John 
Rublein, Dick Rumer, Amy Sauls, Laura Webb Smith. 

From the Staff Study Committee... 
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Sunday, March 1 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. Children return from 

Spring Retreat 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, March 2 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 3 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds 

Committee 
Wednesday, March 4 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  My 

Fellow Americans 
 5:15 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Saturday, March 7 
 2:00 p.m. Diannah Ellis’ 

Memorial Service 
Sunday, March 8 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:05 p.m. Missions Lunch 

Gathering 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, March 9 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. AABR Food Prep. Mtg. 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee

  
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 10 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:00 p.m. IT Committee 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, March 11 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 5:15 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, March 12 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Sunday, March 15  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:10 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting 
 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music 

Committee 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, March 16 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational 

Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation 

Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 17 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating 

Council 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: Educated 

by Tara Westover 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, March 18 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 5:15 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  

Sunday, March 22—Youth Sunday  
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Youth 

Sunday 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, March 23 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 24 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
Wednesday, March 25 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 5:15 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, March 26 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Saturday, March 28 
 9:30 a.m. Adult Education 

Retreat 
Sunday, March 29 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Lauren 

Winner preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, March 30 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 31 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
   7:00 p.m. Church Council 

Calendar 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
March 1 
Greeters: Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker, Karen Clark 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robert Berry, Robb Damman,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dick Rumer, Dawn Eberhard, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Open, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Open, Adam Tatum 
Preschool III: Tina Ward, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Deanna Branscom 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

March 8 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers:  Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, Michelle Roach 

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery:  Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Open 
Preschool II: Henry Mitchell, Billy Price, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Diana Jackson, Open 
Lock up: Michael Wong 
Sound System: David Tatum 

March 15 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Eva Brantley 
Nursery:  Olivia Johnson, Shanessa Pride, Hope Durack 

Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Caden Smith 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Ike Mitchell 
Preschool III: Ted McDaniel, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

March 22 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robert Berry, Joe Gary, 

Bob Hellwig, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Open 
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Sarah Hanchey, Susan McCraw, Open 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Robin Franklin 
Lock up: Zac Barkjohn 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

March 29 
Greeters: Lisa & David Rhoades, Emily Joiner 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig 

Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach 
Ministry Coordinator: Laura Webb Smith 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Hannah Barrett, Blanche Williams, 

Open 
Toddlers: Valerie Fox 
Preschool II: Karen Clark, Teri Russell 
Preschool III: Kyle Fox, Teri Russell, Open 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

Church News 

Spring Church Workday  
Mark your calendars for the 
morning of Saturday, April 4 
and plan to join your friends 
to enjoy working on the grounds of the church.  Bring 
your favorite yard tools!  Coffee and breakfast snacks 
will be available starting at 8:30 a.m.  Thanks to WS 
Building and Grounds Committee, chaired by Mack 
Wilkins, and the Garden Club, led by Emily McCoy, for 
coordinating this event.   

Out & About 
On April 4, Michael Wong and Brian 
Johnson will host our gathering of 
Watts Street's LGBTQ members and 
their friends at their home at 6:30 for 
a potluck supper. All are welcome. 

Bring food and drink to share. For information call 
Gordon Whitaker (919 918-3658). 

Spring Temple Theater Trip 
Travel with your Watts Street 
friends to Sanford on Friday, 
May 1, enjoy lunch at the Tea 
Room, maybe browse the shops, and then take in the 
2:00 p.m. matinee of Mamma Mia, with lots of 
wonderful ABBA music!  Ticket cost:  $27.  More 
information coming soon.  Thanks to Kathy Davis for 
coordinating.  

 

 

Thanks to Diana Jackson  
for creating a new banner  

for the Lenten season! 
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Children’s  Spring Retreat  
Overnight retreat at New Hope Camp, February 29 – 
March 1, for children in grades 2-5.   We meet at the 
church at 9:00 on Saturday and return by the end of 
morning worship on Sunday.    

Once upon a time, there was a library that 
needed some tender loving care... 
The Children’s Education Committee is 
excited about updating the children’s 
section in the church library.  Our goals 
are to provide a variety of newer, diverse 
books and create an inviting space where 
children can read.  We’d like to add books that are 
inclusive and reflect the diversity of our world today.   

Coming soon is an Amazon Wish List of children’s books 
which we hope you’ll look at and consider buying a few 
books to help bring the children’s library books up to 
date.  We also plan to add a few comfy chairs for our 
youngest readers.  It’s a big project, but one we hope 
will encourage children to use the library more 
often.  Special thanks to Hannah Barrett for her energy 
and enthusiasm in leading this project.  

Childcare Reservations 
If you need childcare for the following events please 
contact the church office or email Esther at 
esther@wattsstreet.org  

March 8 – Missions Lunch 
March 28 – Adult Retreat   

It’s a Great Big Beautiful World 
Vacation Bible School will be here 
before you know it!  Our theme this 
year is “Great Big Beautiful World.”   
We’ll explore God’s deep love for all of 
creation and how we are called to care 
for the earth and for each other.  Bible 
stories will include the creation story, 
psalms, stories of Jesus and more.  It’s a time to build 
relationships as we SOW seeds of friendship, joy, 

generosity, and wisdom.  These seeds will GROW as 
children explore, create, play and learn about God’s 
story.  On the last day, children will be challenged to GO 
out into the world to care for the beautiful world God 
made.  VBS is June 14, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and June 
15-18, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Please see Katy King or 
Esther Soud Parker to volunteer for this fun time with 
the children.     

PASSPORTkids Camp 
July 11-14, 2020 
St. Andrews University, Laurinburg, NC  
Cost $305.00  
All children who complete 3rd – 5th grades this coming 
summer are invited to attend PASSPORTkids camp with 
church friends. PASSPORT’s 2020 
camp theme is BE. Come explore how 
God empowers us to BE who we 
already are and can be. Each day we 
will discover who we are called to BE 
by adding one word after Be—first, 
learning how to BE Still, then 
reflecting on what it means to BE Loved by God. Next, 
we will explore how to Be One through authentic 
Christian community. And finally, we will explore God’s 
call throughout scripture to Be With the orphan, the 
widow, the stranger, the invisible people, the immigrant 
and refugee. We will learn to BE with those around us in 
a way that is real and reflects the love of Jesus.    

Please consider being a chaperone as we’ll need two 
male chaperones and possibly one additional female 
chaperone.  Contact Esther for more information. 

Save the Date 
February 29 - March 1 – New Hope Camp Retreat 
April 5 – Praise and Alleluia Choirs Sing in Worship 
May 10 – Praise and Alleluia Choirs Sing in Worship 
May 13 – End of Year Children’s Music Celebration  
June 14-18 – Vacation Bible School  
July 11-14 - PASSPORTkids Camp 
October 2-4 – Chestnut Ridge Camp  
 

 

Children’s Ministry 

mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
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Big Ratings for the “WSBC Late Show”! 
Folks, this year’s Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart 
Banquet was so much FUN!!!  We had a fantastic turn-
out with 66 senior adults, 28 youth, and at least 23 
servers and church staff participating.  It was 
wonderful to see the youth sitting with the senior 
adults during worship and enjoying the time together 
during lunch and the program.  Hopefully, 
intergenerational connections were made that will last 
throughout the year!   

Very special thanks to: 
 Our “WSBC Late Show” Hosts: Henry Mitchell (“The 

Top Twelve List”), Caden Smith (“Thank You 
Notes”), Ava Ellis-Furlong and Jubilee Salyers 
(“Weekend Update”), Sarah Hanchey and Adam 
Tatum (“Sarahnac the Magnificant and Ad 
McTatum”), and Olivia McDaniel (“Celebrity 
Interview with Mack Wilkins”)   

 Our House Band: OKJ and the Rootin’ Tootin’ Band: 
Olivia Kirby Johnson (piano), Ellie Job (trombone), 
James Hanchey (bass), Caden Smith (trumpet), Nick 
Chotas (trumpet), Zoey Watson-Nelms (violin), and 
Ike Mitchell (drums) 

 Our Musical Guest: DJ Richie Rich and the Watts 
Street Yahoos 

 Our Surprise Musical Guest: Clarence and the 
Machine (Clarence Whitefield) 

 Our Applause/Laugh Cue Card Holder: Naomi 
Schwankl-Jobe 

 Our kitchen crew: Tiffany Husack, Debra Freeman, 
Curtis Freeman, Susan McCraw, Jennifer Martin, 
Anna Kirby, Matt Hanchey, Mary Elizabeth 
Hanchey, Scott Job 

 Our hosts/servers: Alan Williams, Clay Chandler, 
Jonathan Sauls, Amy Sauls, Esther Soud Parker, Tim 
Parker, Ann Koonce, Rebecca Viverette, Wanda 
Burton-Crutchfield, Jennifer Martin 

 Our corsage pinners: Tiffany Husack, Sarajane 
Alexander, Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Katharine Cannon, 
Gretchen Mathison, Diana Jackson 

 Our corsage providers: Holly McKinney and 
Sanders florist 

 Our photographer: Blanche Williams 
 Our studio decorators: Dan Schwankl-Jobe, Matt 

Hanchey, Scott Job, Katharine Cannon, Gretchen 
Mathison, and all the youth helpers 

 Our script writers, event planners, and executive 
producers: The Wednesday Night Youth Service/
Learning crew 

 YOU for being the stars of the show!!! 

Youth Discipleship Class   
If you are interested in talking about discipleship, 
church membership, and baptism but were unable to 
come to the classes in February, please let me know.  
I’d be glad to set up another time to meet with you!  
- Kelly  

March 22 is Youth Sunday at WSBC 
On the 4th Sunday of Lent, our youth serve as worship 
leaders on this day  with the High School seniors 
offering reflections  and the Youth Choir and Youth 
Group  sharing songs of praise.   Youth, please plan to 
join us in the sanctuary at 9:00 a.m. 

Deposits due now for  
2020 Summer Service/Learning Experiences  

Reach Beyond Mission 
June 20-27 in Austin/San Antonio, TX 

Grades 9-12 
$100 deposit due March 1 

First Team Meeting: Sunday, March 29 

Mission @ Massanetta 
July 12-17, Harrisonburg, VA 

Grades 6-12 
$100 deposit due March 1 

Youth Ministry 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
APRIL 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
MARCH 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

 
 From Dorisanne Cooper 

Last fall Church Council invited Marcia Owen from the Religious Coalition for a Non-violent Durham to guide us in some circle work 
to ground our work this year.  Circles, as you may know, are a central part of the Restorative Justice work that Marcia and others 
lead through the RCND.  There is a particular structure to these circles with some basics with which you might be familiar (e.g. we 
use a talking piece and give time to listen to each person).  The process includes reflecting upon the values that we as individuals 
and the institution that we are a part of bring to a circle.  There is time for each person to answer some guiding questions appropri-
ate to whatever subject you’re considering.  Church Council has found this a very restorative process for us and we now begin each 
meeting with circle work of some kind.  And though it may seem strange to call it “restorative” when we begin our meetings with it, 
we find that life in general knocks us out of balance enough that when we gather each month, we could each use a little restoration 
to settle into.  The burdens we carry, the stresses we feel as a part of a complicated world can wear us down.  And the experience of 
the circle itself calms and centers us and connects us to each other as we begin our work—not to mention that it helps us know 
each other better too.   

As Maggie Chotas (the Church Council chair) and I have been reflecting on the life of the church these last few months, we’ve been 
feeling led to use this practice as a part of the denominational conversations at Watts Street.  We think this practice will be a helpful 
tool because there are obviously very varied approaches and feelings about the work we’re doing and those different approaches 
and feelings have not seamlessly unified into the right way forward for us as a community.  So as a supplement to the work that 
Denominational Relations was charged with at the October church meeting (and with their interest in and affirmation of this work), 
we have begun hosting some circles to give space for a little deeper listening and a little more specific communal and restorative 
work as we seek the right path for Watts Street.  We have begun by bringing people together of similar interest first to give those 
people a space to share with each other where they are and how they’ve experienced things.  There can be a risk to this of course—
the risk is that if you just sit with those of similar perspectives, you can become a bit of an echo chamber for one another and forget 
to leave room for the possibility or need for transformation.  But we’re counting on (and have already experienced) people being 
mindful to avoid “us and them” stances in these first circles—something it can be very hard to do when you feel so passionately 
about something.  Still this is also why this first stage won’t be the last one.  The hope for the next step is to begin bringing people 
from these groups together into the same circle to work on the way forward together. 

Ultimately, of course, what we hope for is deep listening to how the Spirit of God might lead us.  Reminding each other that that’s 
what we’re each listening for both calls it into being for everybody and perhaps softens us a little to hear each other more deeply.  If 
you feel led that you would like to be a part of one of these circles, please be in touch with me or with Maggie.  We had one circle 
last week will have another next week and then another one or two or three as we need them.  The stories that are shared in a cir-
cle remain confidential, but the lessons learned from them are intended to be shared.  That’s why this work isn’t it’s own private 
thing, but a crucial part of how the growth and path forward is seeded.  It is countercultural work to believe in and work on this kind 
of coming together when there has been harm and misunderstanding amidst the good faith efforts and energy of so many trying to 
reflect what they feel is best for Watts Street.  It’s also gospel work.  And I believe deeply that we can live that work together. 


