
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY 23, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 23, 2020 

THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “O Wondrous Type!  O Vision Fair”.............................................. John Dunstable 
“O wondrous type!  O vision fair of glory that the Church may share, which Christ upon the 

mountain shows, where brighter than the sun he glows!” 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Did you see it?  In fire and cloud our God appears: 

People:    The glory of the Lord settles over us. 

Minister:   Did you hear it?  A voice thunders from heaven: 

People:    “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him.” 

Minister:   Open your eyes; unstop your ears.  We are gathered on holy ground.  

People:    Let us magnify the Lord! 

*Hymn: “O Wondrous Type!  O Vision Fair” (see insert) .................................... WAREHAM 

Youth Choir: “I Am a Seed of Peace” ............................................................... James Durst 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Like Peter, James, and John, let’s go up the mountain.  Let’s go up to the place 

where the land meets the sky, where the earth touches the heavens.  To the place of 

meeting, to the place of mists, to the place of voices and conversations, to the place of 

listening.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

 

_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: Holy One, we search for you amidst the grand and glorious, the 

sacred and serene.  We are eager to bask in your splendor and dwell with you in 

sanctuaries that shelter us from the sorrow of this world.  We forget you are also 

present in the ordinary and profane, the desperate and despised.  You send us back 

down the mountain to proclaim your law of grace and live your command of love – to 

tread the path that Jesus tread.  Transform us, embolden us, and free us from fear, that 

we might become beacons of your light.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Exodus 24:12-18 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Thin Space” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 182: “Transform Us”.................................................................................... PICARDY 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   And from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved…listen to him!” 

People: May these gifts represent our desire to respond to the call of Christ and to be 

transformed by sacrificial love. 

Receiving Gifts 

 



Anthem (Choir and Congregation): “Beautiful Savior” (see insert) .... arr. David Cherwein 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Reaffirming our Church Covenant (see insert) 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 66: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ................................................ ST. DENIO 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Ciacona in E minor” ............................................................. Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

 

Cover Image: Jesus Mafa (1973), a Christian Community in Cameroon. 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 



 

 
 



 



The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, we 

enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own personal 

experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God they 

will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 

 


