
 
 

As far as we know Jesus hadn’t even done anything yet and he was called 
beloved. The one in whom the Father was well pleased.  That’s God for you. 
And I mean that literally.  That is God FOR YOU. 

Because in your own baptisms, God proclaims that in you - God's beloved 
children - God is also well pleased. In the waters of your baptism, God 
claimed and named you as God’s own. Whether it was as an infant or a youth 
or an adult. Whether your baptism happened in a church you can’t even 
remember, or in a river at Summer Camp or in a church you love or one that 
no longer allows you to take communion, your baptism, no matter the 
circumstance, was most certainly an act of God upon you. Not an act of faith 
that you or someone else was giving to God. Baptism is God’s act of Gospel 
Love. 

Beloved. Be loved. Just sit and be loved. Even if it hurts!  Just sit and be 
loved and be the beloved of God. For this is what pleases God.   

– Nadia Bolz Weber 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 12, 2020 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “We All Believe in One True God” ..................................... Johann Ludwig Krebs 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   O God, some of us are discouraged and long for your embrace. 

People:    Wash us with your love. 

Minister:   Some of us are weary, weighed down by the desperation of this world. 

People:    Wash us with your hope. 

Minister:   Some of us are anxious and seek refuge from chaotic lives. 

People:    Wash us with your peace. 

Minister:   Some of us are restless, yearning for renewal or transformation. 

People:    Wash us with your grace. 

Minister:   However we come into your presence, pour out your Spirit upon us. 

People:    Let us come to the waters of baptism.  Let us worship God! 

*Hymn 16: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” .......................................... NETTLETON 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congregation: We affirm and celebrate the baptismal vows of Sarah Hanchey.  We 

rejoice with her as she enters into covenant with Christ and his body, the Church.  We 

support her as she seeks to give and to receive, to teach and to learn, to forgive and be 

forgiven, to lead and be led. 

As followers of Jesus in this faith community, we also renew our baptismal vows, 

recommitting ourselves to the ministry of Christ and his Church, eager to be a 

resurrection people of faith, hope, and love. 
_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Baptismal Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

Children are invited to the floor down front to witness the baptism. 

Anthem: “Down to the River to Pray” ............................................... arr. Bradley Ellingboe 

The Baptism 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   Remembering our baptisms and claiming our identity as God’s Beloved, let us 

be bold and confess our sins, 

People:    For God is gracious and always ready to forgive. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: Creator God, we confess that at times it is hard to see how 

anything good is happening in the world. At times, we dwell in spiritual blankness, a 

void in which we do not see light, do not see color, do not see the brightness and hope 

that you bring. Call us into your perception: to hold on to every good deed, every 

beautiful thing, every joyful moment. Open our hearts to your steadfast love that 

penetrates the void. Guide us into the work of justice, to restore what has been taken, 

repair what has been broken, heal what has been harmed. Help us to not only shine 

your light, but to become your light to the world. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9 

 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17  

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Your Mission Should You Choose to Accept It” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 



Minister:   In baptism, we are claimed and loved by God just as we are.  

People:  May we open our hearts in generosity as a beloved community and bear 

witness to the transforming love of God in Christ. 

Receiving Gifts 

Offertory 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 357: “We Call Ourselves Disciples” .................................................... LANCASHIRE 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Christ Our Lord Came to the Jordan” ............................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Music Note: The Postlude, “Christ Our Lord Came to the Jordan River,” portrays musically 

the story of Jesus’ baptism at the Jordan River:  the surging left hand “water” and the “cross 

motives” in the right hand juxtapose the waters of Baptism with the Crucifixion scene: the 

sacrifice on the cross always interwoven with human redemption.  The text (1540) is by 

Martin Luther; the tune is earlier, appearing at least as early as 1524.   
 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 


