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DECEMBER 29, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 29, 2019 

CHRISTMASTIDE 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE  

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Prelude: “In dulci jubilo” ................................................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

*PRAISING GOD 

Hymn 164: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” .......................................... IN DULCI JUBILO 

Minister:   Rejoice!  Christ our Savior is born. 

People:   God’s Light is poured into the world. 

Minister:   O come, let us celebrate this wonderful gift. 

People:   Let us praise God with shouts of joy and singing! 

Hymn 170: “How Great Our Joy!” ........................................................................... JUNGST 

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Reading  

Call to Prayer:  O God, our God, Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace: we 

celebrate anew your coming to this world.  We stand in awe of the power that love 

carries, the strength of vulnerability, and the gift of your Light.  Nourish us with your 

peace and hope that we might enter the world anew ourselves. 

Prayer for the New Year/Pastoral Prayer  

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 

Psalter: Psalm 148 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Epistle: I John 1: 1-4 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation by Emilie Griffin – Esther Soud Parker  

Silence 

Music for Reflection: “Mary” ........................................................................... Patty Griffin 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   God of Light, accept these offerings and shape us in their giving, 

People:   That they might be the expression of our hope for a new heaven and new 

earth, through Jesus the Christ. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Special Music: “New Kid in Town” ............................................................... Keith Whitley 

*Christmas Response (Hymn 162, Stanza 3) ................................................ GREENSLEEVES 
So bring him in-cense, gold, and myrrh, come, rich and poor, to own him, 

the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.  This, this is Christ 

the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: haste, haste to bring him laud, the 

Babe, the Son of Mary. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH  

Invitation  

*Hymn 150: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”................................................ MENDELSSOHN 

Benediction 

Postlude: “In dulci jubilo” .............................................................................. Denis Bédard 
 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 



 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody 

Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

 

NEW KID IN TOWN by Keith Whitley 

 

We’re looking for the king 

The new Messiah 

We’re following the star 

Shining brighter 

Old man won't you help us if you can 

He shook his head but pointed with his hand 

 

There’s a new kid in town 

And he’s lying in a manger down the road 

There’s a new kid in town 

But he’s just another baby I suppose 

There’s a new kid in town 

Here in Bethlehem 

 

I see you travelled far 

Bearing treasures 

You say these gifts are for 

The new King’s pleasures 

I have heard that a King might come 

But up till now there hasn’t been one 

 

 

 

MARY by Patty Griffin 

 

Mary you’re covered in roses, you’re covered in ashes 

You’re covered in rain 

You’re covered in babies, you’re covered in slashes 

You’re covered in wilderness, you’re covered in stains 



You cast aside the sheet, you cast aside the shroud 

Of another man, who served the world proud 

You greet another son, you lose another one 

On some sunny day and always stay, Mary 

 

Jesus says Mother I couldn’t stay another day longer 

Flies right by and leaves a kiss upon her face 

While the angels are singin’ his praises in a blaze of glory 

Mary stays behind and starts cleaning up the place 

 

Mary she moves behind me 

She leaves her fingerprints everywhere 

Every time the snow drifts, every time the sand shifts 

Even when the night lifts, she’s always there 

Mary you're covered in roses, you’re covered in ruins 

you’re covered in secrets 

You’re covered in treetops, you’re covered in birds 

who can sing a million songs without any words 

 

 

 

 

 


