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DECEMBER 15, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 15, 2019 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Variations on ‘Savior of the Nations, Come’ ” ............................... Anton Heiller 

Variations I & II 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Introit (Chancel Choir): “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ............... 15th Century Plainsong 

O Come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan’s tyranny; 

That trust thy mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Minister: Alleluia the Christ child comes, and we await his birth. 

People: Let us throw off our distractions, and allow the chaos to settle. 

Minister: Let us watch for the signs, and listen to the messengers. 

People: Let us stand on tiptoe, and shout aloud and sing. 

Minister: Something new is emerging, 

People: Something new is being birthed. 

*Processional Hymn 138: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ... REJOICE, REJOICE 

Praise and Alleluia Choirs: “Star Carol” (see insert).......................................... Pete Seeger 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah: “The wilderness and the dry land 

shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall 

blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.” 

Light bearer:  Why do we light this candle? 

People: We light this candle to remind us of the light of joy that breaks in to 

our world. 

____________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices.  



People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 3) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, 

 Join angels in dancing from heaven to earth. 

 Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 

 One candle is lit for the joy of these days.  

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The season of Advent calls us to center our hearts on the source for true and 

everlasting joy.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  When our spirits despair and we deny our blessedness, forgive us, 

O God.  When we ignore the mighty things you have done, when we doubt your 

mercy, forgive us, O God.  When we are proud in the thoughts of our hearts, when 

our power rests on the oppression of others, when our wealth causes others to go 

hungry, forgive us, O God.  Help us all experience the joy of living into the promises 

you have made.  Amen.       

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

Youth Choir: “The Rebel Jesus” (see insert)................................................ Jackson Browne 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Overwhelming Light” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The day of rejoicing is coming, the prophet Isaiah says, and we await it 

together; 

People: Our gifts today in this season of waiting help us strengthen one another and 

offer hope to the world as we look forward to that great day of everlasting joy. 



Receiving Gifts 

Anthem (Chancel Choir): “Rejoice in the Lord Alway” .......................... George Rathbone 
Rejoice in the Lord alway:  and again I say, rejoice.  Be careful for nothing:  but in all 

prayer and supplication, let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks.  

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (Philippians 4:4, 6, 7) 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 136: “Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming” ............................... PLEADING SAVIOR 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Variations on ‘Savior of the Nations, Come’ ” ............................. Anton Heiller 

Variation VIII 

 

 
 
 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STAR CAROL 
(Canzone d’i Zampoganari) 

’Twas on a night like this a little babe was born 

The shepherds gathered ‘round to guard him ‘till the dawn 

CHORUS: 

Shining so truly, shining so brightly 

Guiding their footsteps from afar 

It led them through the night 

A path to love and brotherhood 

By following its light 

Above them shown a star, a star so wondrous light 

Never since in all these years have we seen one half so bright 

CHORUS: 

Shining so truly, shining so brightly 

Guiding their footsteps from afar 

It led them through the night 

A path to love and brotherhood 

By following its light 

Oh come with us tonight and join us on our way 

For we have found that star once more to greet a better day 

CHORUS: 

Shining so truly, shining so brightly 

Guiding our footsteps from afar 

It led us through the night 

A path to love and brotherhood 

By following it light 

 



 

THE REBEL JESUS by Jackson Browne

All the streets are filled  

with laughter and light 

And the music of the season 

And the merchants’ windows  

are all bright 

With the faces of the children 

And the families hurrying to their homes 

While the sky darkens and freezes 

Will be gathering around  

the hearths and tables 

Giving thanks for God’s graces 

And the birth of the rebel Jesus 

Well they call him by  

‘the Prince of Peace’ 

And they call him by ‘the Savior’ 

And they pray to him upon the seas 

And in every bold endeavor 

And they fill his churches  

with their pride and gold 

As their faith in him increases 

But they’ve turned the nature  

that I worship in 

From a temple to a robber’s den 

In the words of the rebel Jesus 

Well we guard our world  

with walls and guns 

And we guard our fine possessions 

And once a year when Christmas comes 

We give to our relations 

And perhaps we give a little to the poor 

If the generosity should seize us 

But if any one of us should interfere 

In the business of why there are poor 

They get the same as the rebel Jesus 

Now pardon me if I have seemed 

To take the tone of judgement 

For I’ve no wish to come between 

This day and your enjoyment 

In a life of hardship and of earthly toil 

There’s a need for anything that frees us 

So I bid you pleasure 

And I bid you cheer 

Giving thanks for God’s graces 

On the side of the rebel Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


