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DECEMBER 8, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 8, 2019 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

 Minute for Mission: El Salvador Scholarships 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ................................................ Dietrich Buxtehude 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Introit (Chancel Choir): “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ............... 15th Century Plainsong 

O Come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Minister: Let us prepare our hearts as we await the coming of our Lord. 

People: Let us watch for the one who heard our cries and shouldered the suffering of 

our world. 

Minister: Let us anticipate the coming of Christ’s eternal world with wholeness, 

reconciliation, and plenty for all. 

People: Let us wait in expectation for the day when God’s glory is revealed in all its 

fullness. 

*Processional Hymn 124: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  ............................ PICARDY 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 

the paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 

hill shall be made low.  The crooked shall be made straight, and the 

rough ways made smooth.  All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

Light bearer:  Why do we light this candle? 

____________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices.  



People: We light this candle to remind us of the light of peace brought by the Christ 

Child.  We wait for the coming of the Prince of Peace. 

People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 2) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 

 For a gift that compels us with justice to care. 

 Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. 

 One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The season of Advent calls us to prepare for the coming of the Prince of Peace 

– in our world and in our hearts.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O God, we are easily distracted and slightly jaded by the 

busyness of this season.  Where is the time to sit, to sleep—never mind to dream?  

We have heard the scriptures and stories so often that they have become white noise.  

For our frenetic pace, for our exhaustion, for our tunnel vision, for our missing the 

wonder and awe of a baby born to fulfill promises made long ago, forgive us.  

Restore to us the sense of surprise that you came to us as a little baby, unexpected, 

yet longed for.  God of the visioners and dreamers, may we always be ready to 

receive your gifts. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18b-24a, Luke 1:26b-38 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Vision in the Night” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

Hymn 160: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  ............................................. ES IST EIN ROS 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Most High God, for you, nothing is impossible.  Through a poor young woman 

in a small town, you gave birth to your realm of endless glory. 

People: By your Holy Spirit, fill us with new life and hope so that we, like Mary, might 

be your servants, bearing witness to the promise of your Word; through Jesus 

Christ, who is coming to reign.   

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Advent Promise (Christ Will Come Again)” (see insert).........Paul Laubengayer 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn: “Prayer of St. Francis” (see insert) .............................................. Sebastian Temple 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Variations on ‘Savior of the Nations, Come’ ” ............................. Anton Heiller 

Variation VII 
 

Liturgist: Jim Drennan 

Banner Bearer: Adam Tatum 

Light Bearer and Reader: Alayna Smith, Jane and Lloyd Webb 

Crèche Bearers: Alistair Barrier, Lucy Hanchey, Hamzah Irmy, Malcolm Schedler 
 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 



 

 

Anthem: “Advent Promise (Christ Will Come Again)” ...........................Paul Laubengayer 

 

View the present through the promise, 

Christ will come again. 

Trust despite the deep’ning darkness, 

Christ will come again. 

Lift the world above its grieving 

Through your watching and believing 

In hope past hope’s receiving. 

Christ will come again. 

Prove the present with the promise, 

Christ will come again. 

Let your daily actions witness, 

Christ will come again. 

Let your loving and your grieving 

And your justice and forgiving 

Be a sign to all the living: 

Christ will come again. 

Match the present to the promise, 

Christ will come again. 

Make this hope your guiding premise, 

Christ will come again. 

Pattern all your calculating 

And the world you are creating 

To the advent you are waiting: 

Christ will come again. 
(Thomas Troeger, from Borrowed Light¸1994) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


