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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 1, 2019 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ........................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Introit (Chancel Choir): “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ............... 15th Century Plainsong 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Minister: O come, O come, Emmanuel – God with us. 

People: Come into our brokenness; come into our joy. 

Minister: Come into our captivity; come into our freedom. 

People: Come into our fear; come into our compassion. 

Minister: Have mercy upon us, O God, 

People: And come, O come, Emmanuel. 

*Hymn 119: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (stanzas 2-4)  .................... VENI EMMANUEL 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: Advent is the season of preparation for the coming of the Christ child.  The 

prophet Isaiah says, “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and the Lord’s glory will 

be seen upon you.” 

Light bearer:  Why do we light this candle? 
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People: We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God.  With 

this coming, there is hope that our Savior’s love will fill the world and set 

all people free. 

People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 1) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night,  

our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light. 

Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.   

One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Solo: “Creator of the Stars of Night” ......................................................... CONDITOR ALME 

Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light, 

O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you, hear us when we call. 

Minister:  The season of Advent calls us to be still, to pay attention, to wait, and to hope.  

We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  How many times, Lord Jesus, have you come to us unwelcomed?  

How often have you visited yet we did not recognize you?  How often have you 

spoken but we were too distracted to hear?  Awaken our senses to your comings in 

the ups and downs of each ordinary day and prepare the way in our hearts to receive 

the Word made flesh.  Amen.     

Solo: “Creator of the Stars of Night” ......................................................... CONDITOR ALME 

To you the deep travail was known that made the whole creation groan. 

You came, O Savior, to set free your own in glorious liberty. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 1:1-5 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 



Sermon: “The Darkness Did Not Overcome” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all the ways you reveal your light 

to us. 

People: May these offerings nurture the ways your promise is breaking into the world 

in acts of compassion, justice, and peace. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”.................................................. Paul Manz 
Peace be to you and grace from Him Who freed us from our sins, Who loved us all and 

shed His blood That we might savèd be.  Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, The Lord, 

Almighty God, Who was and is and is to come; Sing Holy, Holy, Lord!  Rejoice in 

heaven, all ye that dwell therein, Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, For Christ is coming 

soon!  E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, And night shall be no more; They need no light 

nor lamp nor sun, For Christ will be their All!  (Ruth Manz; from Revelation 22) 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 125: “Come, O Long-expected Jesus”  ................................................... HYFRYDOL 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ......................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 


