
 

 

 

 
All Saints’ Day is a family reunion indeed, of a clan made 
kin by Christ’s blood.  There are heroes and scoundrels at 
the party, beloved aunts and estranged cousins, relatives 
we adore and those who plainly baffle us.  They are all 
ours, and we are all included.  On All Saints’ Day we 
worship amidst a great fluttering of wings, with the 
whole host of heaven crowding the air above our heads.  
On All Saints’ Day they belong to us and we to them, and 
as their ranks swell, so do the possibilities that open up in 
our own lives.  Because of them and because of one 
another and because of the God who binds us all together, 
we can do more than any of us had dreamed to do alone.   

from A Great Cloud of Witness 
  —Barbara Brown Taylor 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 3, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

NOVEMBER 3, 2019 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Shall We Gather at the River” ............................................................ arr. Dale Wood 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: We have come here to remember. 

People: We have come to remember God’s grace in our present lives. 

Minister: We have come to remember God’s presence in our past,  

People: We have come to affirm our trust in the God of all futures. 

*Hymn 67: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”........................................................... ST. ANNE 

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS   

All Saints’ Day Litany and the Lighting of Candles (see insert) 

Pastoral Prayer  

Hymn: “Day Is Done, but Love Unfailing” (see insert) ................................ AR HYD Y NOS 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 6:20-31 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices. 



Homily: “For All the Saints” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Loving God, we are ill at ease in a world we cannot control, but you have 

given us the secret of love. 

People:  Grant us so to love our neighbors and ourselves that we may find you whom 

we seek with heart and mind and soul and strength.  

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “A Beautiful Land” ...................................................... Benjamin David Knoedler 

A beautiful land of joy I see; 

A land of rest, from sorrow, free, 

The home of the spirit bright and fair, 

And loving hearts are beating there. 

Will you go?  Will you go? 

Go to that beautiful land with me? 

In vision I see the shining shore, 

The flowers that bloom forevermore; 

The river of life, the crystal sea, 

The wonderful fruit of life’s fair tree. 

Will you go?  Will you go? 

Go to that beautiful land with me? 

The heavenly throng arrayed in white, 

In rapture range the plains of light; 

In one harmonious choir they raise  

To nature’s God a song of praise. 

Will you go?  Will you go? 

Go to that beautiful land with me? 

—Anonymous, from The Golden Chain 

*Response (Hymn 715, stanza 3) ...................................................................... NUN DANKET 

All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 

To Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

 

 



Celebration of Communion 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 637: “For All the Saints” ...................................................................... SINE NOMINE 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “For All the Saints” ................................................................... Arthur Hutchings 

 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All Saints’ Day Litany 
 

Minister: We remember the great ancestors of our faith,  

from Abraham and Sarah, to Paul and Phoebe: 

People: Ancestors of the faith, we remember you. 
 

Minister: We remember the prophets and priests,  

the ministers and teachers who have taught us the way of God: 

People: Teachers of the faith, we remember you. 
 

Minister: We remember our grandparents and parents, aunts and uncles,  

those who have gone before us in our lifetime: 

People: Family of our faith, we remember you. 
 

Minister: We lift up the memories of children and grandchildren, brothers and 

sisters, husbands and wives and parents whose lives ended too soon: 

People: Those close in our heart, we remember you. 
 

Minister: We lift up to you, O God,  

the names of those we have lost in this past year from our lives,  

knowing that they are with your heart forever.  

As we light a candle specifically for those from our faith community,  

we pause to remember, pray, and give thanks for their lives. 
 

(Reading of the names of those who have died in the past year.) 
 

We celebrate the lives of those we have named, O God,  

and lift up many more names in our hearts. 
 

(We now invite the congregation to say aloud the names of those they wish to remember.) 
 

People: Family of God, we remember you, and we honor you.  

We know you are with us in the spirit of worship,  

and you will not be forgotten. 
 

Minister: We give thanks, O God,  

for all who have gone on to join with you beyond this life.  

We trust in the hope of resurrection and the promise of new life in Christ,  

and know that in our grief and celebration, O God,  

you are with us through it all, and we are not left alone.  

In the name of Christ, in whom love lives forever, we pray.  Amen. 

 
 


