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Compassion in Action
Find a Place to Do God’s Work!
Watts Street Baptist Church has a number of Mission Groups that follow
the interests of its members as they seek to fulfill God’s calling to care for and
connect with others. Some groups are very active, others are small, but all
have room for more hands and hearts. Below is a list of active mission groups
along with a brief description and contact information. If you are not already
involved in a Mission Group or are looking for a fresh (or additional)
direction, please do some exploring and find a place to do God’s work!

Missions at WSBC
follows its members’
interests in fulfilling
God’s calling

Habitat for Humanity was started
in Durham with help from several
Watts Street members including
Worth Lutz, Dick Chorley, and
Wallace Hare. In addition to
building houses, Habitat works to
refurbish current homes for its
clients. All kinds of volunteers are
needed from skilled and unskilled
workers to people who can provide
occasional food for work crews.
Visit www.durhamhabitat.org to
learn more. Contact: Steve Booth,
steve@dhntinsurance.com or
spbooth@mindspring.com.
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Durham CAN (Congregations,
Associations and Neighborhoods) is
a coalition of organizations
committed to working on issues of
concern to participating individuals
or member organizations. Durham
CAN works in a non-partisan
fashion across racial and ethnic lines
for positive, non-violent social
change in Durham. Issues to be
addressed over the next two years

include affordable housing, jobs and
living wages, police accountability
and opportunities for youth. WSBC
has supported Durham CAN since
2005. To learn more visit
www.durhamcan.org. Contact: Bob
Kruhm, rkruhm@nc.rr.com.
The El Salvador Mission Group
supports a working relationship with
our covenant church, Iglesia Bautista
Emmanuel, in San Salvador, El
Salvador. For the past eleven years,
this mission group has worked to
build relationships through mission
trips to El Salvador that have in the
past included the building of
affordable housing and youth centers.
The most recent focus of this group is
supporting the Culture of Peace
through the Youth Centers there and
sponsorship of scholarships for local
children to attend public schools and
universities. To learn more visit
http://wattsstreet.org/serve
/international/. Contact: Clark
Godfrey, cgodfrey24@aol.com.
(continued on page 2)
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Find a Place to Do God’s Work (continued)
The Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group
has been active at WSBC for 40 years on issues
of peace and justice both here and abroad.
Operating at times on “cutting edge” issues, this
group seeks to build peace and advance justice
through education and non-violent action. The
members work to foster a reconciled community
and strive to combat systematic discrimination.
During the past year, the group organized refugee
advocacy, support and sanctuary; outreach to the
LGBTQ community; participation in the Poor
Peoples Campaign; and WSBC's Martin Luther
King Sunday worship and other conversations
about race and justice. Join us to act on your
concerns about peace and reconciliation! To learn
more, visit http://wattsstreet.org/serve/socialjustice/. Contact: Gordon Whitaker,
whitakergordon@gmailcom.
Creation Care Ministry (CCM), formerly the
Environmental Mission Group, welcomes
everyone at Watts Street to practice our faith by
confronting the climate crisis. CCM
acknowledges that the most vulnerable among us
are harmed first and worst by climate change,
from endangered species and ecosystems to our
neighbors in Durham and around the world. To
address this environmental injustice, CCM offers
inspiration and opportunities for concrete action
to care for all of creation. In the 2019/2020
mission year, CCM is focused on reducing waste
from Watts Street by implementing a composting
program for all church meals, hosting a textile
recycling bin, and phasing out single-use plastics
and Styrofoam. Join this creative and passionate
team the third Sunday of each month right after
church at 12:15 p.m. We typically meet in Room
104-a. Contact: Grace Hancock, grace.hancock
@duke.edu.
Walltown Neighborhood Ministries seeks to
bridge churches, non-profit agencies, public and
charter schools, and families in the Walltown
neighborhood and close vicinity. This
organization is engaged in relationship building
and street-level justice activities, partnering

together to host a food bank as well as education
and training for community organizing. It also
nurtures neighborhood youth through educational
development programs including Urban Hope,
and sponsors activities through the year where
churches and agencies come together for worship
and fun. WSBC has been involved with this
Ministry for many years and is looking for new
congregational participation to help connect the
church to various events through the year. To
learn more, visit http://wattsstreet.org/serve/
social-justice/. Contact: Dorisanne Cooper,
dorisanne@wattsstreet.org or Kirsten Kruhm,
Kirsten.Kruhm@redcross.org.
Urban Ministries of Durham Community Café
is supported at WSBC by the Sojourners Sunday
School Class as they prepare and serve one meal
each month at Urban Ministries. All WSBC
members are welcome to help prepare the meal
and/or serve it once each month. To learn more,
visit http://wattsstreet.org/serve/food-shelter/.
Contact: Greg Palmer, senorpalmer@gmail.com.
The AIDS Support Team offers practical and
emotional support to people in our community
living with HIV/AIDS. The Team is paired with
one care partner and provides support through
individual contact and social activities including
dinners, movies, and other outings. To learn
more, visit http://wattsstreet.org/serve/carecompassion/. Contact: Gene Downs,
eugene_downs@hotmail.com.
W. E. Stanley Mission House provides a
comfortable, peaceful, and nurturing environment
to assist in the care of patients and their families
who are receiving medical care away from home
and need affordable housing assistance. The
facility is coordinated in partnership with Host
Homes at Duke University Medical Center. To
learn more, go to http://wattsstreet.org/serve/carecompassion. Contacts: Becky Dodson,
becky.dodson704@outlook.com, or Ginny
Wiggins, vwiggins3@nc.rr.com.
(continued on page 3)
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Find a Place to Do God’s Work (continued)
Reality Ministries’ mission is to create
opportunities for teens and adults with and
without developmental disabilities to experience
belonging, kinship, and the life-changing Reality
of Christ's love. Reality Ministries offers evening
and daytime programs that provide opportunities
for sharing food, fellowship, games, singing,
messages from the Bible, service projects, and
more for individuals with developmental
disabilities, age 14 and over. The WSBC Reality
Ministries Mission Group partners with Reality to
develop opportunities to welcome and support
individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities in our congregation and our
community. A current activity of this Mission
Group is to coordinate a healthy lunch once a
month for Daytime at the Reality Center.
Members of WSBC congregation have other
opportunities to get more involved with this
Mission Group and Reality Ministries, including
volunteering at Daytime and evening programs,
as well as special events such as camps and
Reality Farm workdays. To learn more, visit
http://www.realityministriesinc.org. Contact:
Cari Furiness, cs.furiness@gmail.com.
Families Moving Forward (formerly Genesis
Home and Interfaith Hospitality Network)
provides transitional housing, meals and other
support for families moving from homelessness
to permanent or temporary housing. The FMF
Mission Group currently partners with Duke
Memorial UMC and Shepherd’s House UMC
about one week in ten to provide and share
nightly meals at FMF. To learn more about
Families Moving Forward, visit http://www.
familiesmovingforwardnc.com. Contacts: Stuart

Wells, stuart.wells@duke.edu; Elizabeth Forshay,
Elizabeth.Forshay@unchealth.unc.edu.
Reentry Faith Team Ministry, in collaboration
with Northside Missionary Baptist Church, has
formed a support circle for persons returning to
society after incarceration. The work of the Faith
Team involves creating relationships across racial
and social lines, and thus learning to love the
stranger. Together with the Religious Coalition
for Non-Violent Durham, those of us participating
in the Reentry Ministry believe that it “provides a
tremendous opportunity for change and renewal
for faith community members and released
prisoners.”
Our Faith Team is comprised of five
volunteers, and our Reentry Partner. Recently
released from prison, Reentry Partners are
screened and approved for participation in Faith
Teams. The Durham Criminal Justice Resource
Center along with the director of the Reentry
Program at the Religious Coalition for NonViolent Durham provide training and ongoing
assistance to Faith Team volunteers. The Faith
Team functions as one component in the
structured DCRC programming that assists exoffenders in adjusting to life out of prison, and
altering behavior conducive to criminal activity.
If God might be calling you to express your
Christian faith by cultivating an unlikely
friendship, this Reentry Faith Team Ministry
offers that opportunity. To learn more visit
https://nonviolentdurham.org/practices/reentry/.
Contacts: Maggie Chotas, maggiechotas@
gmail.com; Rebeca Olmedo, roselolmedo
@gmail.com; or Whit Trumbul, Trumbul@
mindspring.com.
.

Missions Committee: 2019-2020 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair,
Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, Bob Kruhm, Laura Lee, Joy Turner, Dan Winn, Lloyd Patillo, Karen
Kimel-Scott, Henry Koonce. Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information about
Watts Street’s Missions.
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Adventure and Learning in Columbia
This summer I was blessed with the opportunity to travel to Cali, Colombia, for the Global Baptist
Peace Conference thanks to the generous sponsorship of Fran Langstaff. This week-long trip was jampacked with life lessons, memories and the most loving, caring and passionate people on the planet. I was
able to broaden my perspective on what was happening in the world as well as find tangible ways that I can
learn how to fight for peace in my community in the present and in my career for the future.
From the moment I stepped onto the campus of Unibautista in Cali, jet-lagged and jittery from the
excessive amount of coffee I had gulped down since landing in Colombia, I felt strangely at home.
Unibautista is a special place going back a few generations in my family. My grandfather taught seminary
students on the campus while being a missionary in Cali for almost 40 years, and my father told me
countless stories about how he and his siblings played soccer and climbed trees in the fields I was standing
in. Coincidentally, later that week, I learned how to drive a stick shift (don’t worry, it was a rental) and
stopped, started, and stalled the engine again and again on the same exact roads and parking lot that my
Dad did 40 years ago! That being said, it was not just the place that made me feel at home.
As I strolled onto the campus, I was directed to a large tent with a few hundred people eating dinner
and was greeted by smiles, amazing Colombian cuisine and my new roommates for the week. My room
consisted of Pastors from Rome, Sri Lanka, Puerto Rico, the Pastor of First Baptist Church in Denver, and
then me, a college student from UNC who had no idea what he got himself into. Although, in terms of
where I was in my life, comparatively, I felt far behind, but I was welcomed with opened arms and
throughout the week was able to gain nuggets of wisdom from their experiences and hear about the work
they are doing to keep and promote peace in their communities. The Pastor from Rome, Ivan, has been
loving on people in his community and promoting peace by housing and advocating for the refugees from
Syria and all over other parts of Europe that were fleeing their homes to escape the terrors of their reality.
He lived on the street with the refugees as a form of protest and a way to show love to them in a place
where that is not common.
Throughout the week, I was fortunate to hear from speakers from all over the world. Over 30 countries
were represented at the conference talking about injustices and conflict from where they are from/live and
what they are trying to do about it. There were speakers from Palestine, Uganda, Georgia, Mexico,
Colombia, just to name a few, that spoke of diverse inequalities and atrocities that were equally, gutwrenchingly horrible. I stayed up late one night and learned about the protests going on in Puerto Rico and
discovered how large a part our American government had to do with the conflict. With all of the stories of
brokenness fresh to my ears, it was easy to doubt and find hate for the systems in place that were allowing
these things to happen, but luckily, the stories did not stop there. Every single person who shared their
story, no matter what language they spoke or nation they represented, did not let the brokenness end their
story. They instead turned to faith. They turned to hope, hope that our God will help give them the power
to fight for what is right, for the lives and well-being of their people. Mirroring these stories of pain and
suffering were stories of persistence and sacrifice, failures, successes, trying to find peace in a world that
desperately aches to find chaos. As one of the speakers stated, “It is easy to decide between what is right
and what is evil; the more prevalent and important decision you make every day is between doing what is
right, and doing what is easy.”
It is easy to speak, to mind our own business and say “I have too much going on, or I would totally
help.” It is easy to overlook the inequalities that persist inside and outside of our borders and sum
them up to be “how the world is.” It is easy to not try. Doing what is right is the opposite of easy; it takes
sacrifice. Doing something that is right that does not take personal sacrifice serves only to aid in your own
personal feeling of helpfulness which can assist you in choosing the easy way out when the next decision
arises. At the Global Baptist Peace Conference, I learned what it means and looks like to do what is
(continued on p. 5)
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Adventure and Learning in Columbia (continued from p. 4)
right, BECAUSE it is not easy. I attended workshops from missionaries, leaders of nonprofits and pastors,
and learned about the importance of this awareness of brokenness and different ways we can fight for what is
right instead of hope for what is easy.
Personally, the most meaningful workshop and conversation came when I had the chance to interact with
Dr. Laura Parajon who serves as a medical missionary in Nicaragua. I have always dreamed of doing medical
missions but being able to hear from her, listen to the passion behind every sentence she spoke about the work
she is doing trying to provide those in Nicaragua with medical supplies and trying to fight to lessen the over
2,000 children who die from preventable diseases such as diarrhea and pneumonia every single hour because
nute
for Mission and Mission Baskets Report
of lack of resources through her non-profit AMOS (a ministry of sharing health and hope) was more than
inspiring. Talking about AMOS I was able to learn how she serves as an educator for what they call health
promoters who are young people from rural areas who are recruited to learn basic health protocols to help
prevent the death of children and young people from diseases with simple cures. Hearing about her work, I
was inspired to find a way to get involved, and I am planning on taking a group of my college friends down to
Nicaragua this upcoming summer to help her in whatever ways possible and also to learn more about the
structure of AMOS. I hope to be able to spend an extended amount of time in Nicaragua before going to
medical school to fully get a grasp for how the organization runs so I can eventually pursue trying to take this
structure and apply it to other communities who need help wherever the Lord leads me.
Overall, this experience was reinvigorating, refreshing and resourceful. I was able to learn so much about
how people are fighting for peace on a global scale and how I can contribute as a fighter for change and peace
while pursuing my passions. I am so thankful to Fran for helping send me on this trip, and even though I did
not know what to expect coming in, I grew and took more away than I knew was possible.
-- Addison Oliver

What is “Youth Service/Learning”?

.

On Wednesday nights during the
school year, our youth gather from 6:157:00 p.m. for Youth Service/Learning. We
turn our focus outward and explore ways
we can follow Jesus as servant-leaders in a
world of poverty, violence, and
suffering. We use this time on Wednesday
nights to pray for the world’s great needs,
learn about social justice, connect current
events with our faith, plan and conduct
hands-on service projects, and prepare
fund-raisers for service-related trips and
causes. On September 18, a team of youth
volunteered at the Diaper Bank of NC and
wrapped over 6,000 diapers for
distribution to families in need. We’ve
also been learning about Greta Thunberg
and the Global Climate Crisis strikes as
Olivia Kirby Johnson and Zoey
Watson at the Diaper Bank

well as the initiatives of the WSBC Creation Care
Ministry. In October, we’ll glean sweet potatoes at
YAM JAM and lead the chapel service for
residents and staff at the Murdoch Center. Through
all these experiences we are “serving to learn and
learning to serve”!
Kelly Sasser
Minister with Youth and Their Families
kelly@wattsstreet.org
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Hunger on Campus
North Carolina Central University
Campus Food Pantry
Serving the students of NCCU

Please help stock the pantry with non-perishable food items
Canned Goods
Nuts
Macaroni and Cheese
Soups
Dry Goods
Ceral bars
Noodles
Ceral
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Canned Fruit
“As a dietician, we know the effects that hunger has on infants and children and
adolescent learning ability. Just as profound, is the effect on college students with the
additional stresses. How can we expect students to succeed with food insecurity?”
Jason O’Briant, Director

September/October Mission Baskets
Contact Clark Godfrey, cgodfrey24@aol.com

Dementia Inclusive Durham (DID) cordially invites Watts Street members to join a pilot
initiative to develop and recognize Dementia Inclusive Faith Communities in Durham County. This
work will focus on developing faith communities that are capable of providing opportunities for
meaningful engagement, support, and connections in a welcoming and compassionate environment
for persons with dementia and their care partners.
Two events are being planned to introduce and initiate the processes of being recognized as a
Dementia Inclusive Faith Community in Durham. The events will be on Saturday, October 12 and
Saturday, November 9. Both events will be from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at the Durham Center for Senior
Life, 406 Rigsbee Avenue.
DID looks forward to working with you to create faith communities that can embrace and uplift
people with dementia! Should you have any questions or need additional information, please reach
out to your DID Liaison Bob Kruhm at rkruhm@nc.rr.com.
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Volunteers Needed!
Urban Ministries volunteers are
needed every third Thursday of the
month to prepare and serve the evening
meal. The next date is Thursday,
October 17. There are two shifts, one
to prepare the food and one to serve the
meal. The first shift meets at 5:00 p.m.
and is usually finished by 6:00 or 6:15.
The second shift arrives at 6:00 p.m.
and stays until 8:00 when the serving
line closes for the evening. Both shifts
meet at Urban Ministries (corner of
Liberty and Queen Streets). There is
also a need for shoppers, bakers, and
other advance food preparers. A signup
sheet is available on the WSBC website
(www.wattsstreet.org, search Urban
Ministries). Contact Clark Godfrey at
clarkgodfrey@gmail.com for details.
Walltown Food Pantry has requested
help from Watts Street volunteers to
assemble 90 grocery bags of food for
elderly and disabled residents from the
Walltown neighborhood. The next
packing day is Monday, October 28,
from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the
On September 10, four Watts Streeters
joined other volunteers at Meals on
Wheels to pack 406 meals. What an
experience! But we could definitely use
more help!

Clarendon entrance to Asbury United
Methodist Church (806 Clarendon
Street, Durham). All ages are
welcome. To volunteer, contact Bob
Kruhm at rkruhm@nc.rr.com.
Meals on Wheels Packing Day
provides another opportunity for
Watts Street members to become
acquainted with the work of Meals on
Wheels of Durham. On Tuesday,
December 10 Watts Street volunteers
will help assemble and pack meals at
the MOW facility at 2522 Ross Road
from 8:30 -10:00 a.m. We will
carpool from the Urban Avenue
parking lot to MOW. All ages are
welcome. Contact Bob Kruhm at
rkruhm@nc.rr.com for more
information.

Opportunities
to help provide
food for our
community!
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God Adores You...and so Does WSBC!
The Peace and Reconciliation
Mission Group has had a lot of fun
recently helping to spread the word
around Durham that Watts Street
Baptist Church wants you to know
that you are loved. In August, we set
up our booth at the annual North
Carolina Gay and Lesbian Film
Festival. Those of us who had a
chance to attend a film or two, quickly
ran into other Watts Streeters. It was
nice to have information about our
church at the corner of Watts and
Urban near the information of other
local congregations sharing the good
news that God loves you. So many
LGBTQ+ individuals can quickly
identify moments when faith has been
used to tear down. But we know that
God loves us all and it is great to
share that knowledge in such a public
space.
On September 28, 2019, we
organized a contingent to march in the
annual Pride parade. We decorated a
truck with beautiful new magnetic
signs and carried our banners proudly
proclaiming that Watts Street Baptist
Church is a Welcoming and Affirming
Congregation. There were over 20 of
us marching (or riding) together, but it
was also fun to see the Watts Streeters

in the crowd cheering us on as they
watched the rest of the parade.
This year it was a particularly hot
parade, but there was a wonderful
turnout. In addition to the
overwhelming sense of acceptance
and celebration, I could see the
faces of those who appreciate
seeing a church taking a stand for
love over hate. It is my goal that
every day, with such a wide variety
of marginalized individuals in our
world today, that we will fully live
into the motto on these shirts: God
Adores You...and so does Watts
Street Baptist Church!
Amy Armstrong
Peace and Reconciliation
amy.armstrong@gmail.com

Neighbors Feeding Neighbors! Celebrate World Food Day on Wednesday, October 16,
by joining Durham CROP Walk as they sponsor an opportunity to help provide food for
our neighbors in need. Eat at any participating restaurant and 10% of the proceeds will be
donated to the Durham CROP Hunger Walk. To find a list of participating restaurants, go
to http://durhamcropwalk.org/.

