
 

 
 

 
 

OCTOBER 27, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 27, 2019 

THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PLEDGE/DEDICATION SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Kyrie: Récit de Chromhorne” (from Mass for the Convents) ...... François Couperin 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: God of life and love, we rejoice in your abundant gifts. 

People: God of all peoples and all places, we celebrate your generosity and grace. 

Minister: God of the earth and the heavens, we praise you for your provision. 

People: You visit the earth and water it, softening it with showers and blessing its 

growth. 

Minister: You make springs gush forth in the valleys, from your lofty abode you water 

the mountains. 

People: God of life and love, we bless your holy name.          (Based on Psalm 65) 

*Hymn 64: “We Sing Your Mighty Power, O God” ......................................... ELLACOMBE 

Youth Choir: “Everything Good” .................................................................. Don Schlosser 

Everything true, everything noble, everything right, everything pure, everything 

lovely, everything worthy, Oh, think about everything good.  And the God of 

peace will be with you.  (Philippians 4:8-9) 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices. 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  We enter now into a time of silent prayer and reflection, approaching God with 

humility and offering prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O God, we confess that we try to measure our faithfulness by 

comparing ourselves with others.  We convince ourselves that our religious practices 

set us apart and earn your favor.  We fail to see your Spirit’s work in those around us 

and we are blind to our own needs for conversion.  Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  We come to you in humility and repentance, ready to encounter you in love and 

to turn your way.  Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Making a Difference: Humility” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Chancel and Youth Choirs: “Walk Humbly with Your God” ................... Anna Laura Page 

O God, we give You thanks for Your creation.  O God, we praise You for Your 

mighty power.  O God, we pray for peace and understanding among all the earth.  

God has shown you what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act 

justly, to love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.   O God, give us strength for 

each new dawning.  O God, guide each step along the way.  (based on Micah 6:8) 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18:14) 

People:   Out of deep gratitude for all that God has done for us, let us humbly seek to 

make a difference for God’s people in our church, community, and world.  

 



Receiving Gifts 

Following the Chancel Choir, we come forward by the center aisle  

to present our pledge cards and offerings.  Return by the side aisles. 

Please join the choir in the singing of the hymn. 

Hymn 422: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ............................................. LINSTEAD 

The Refrain, “Jesus lives again…” is repeated each time. 

*Response (Hymn 382, stanza 1) ........................................................................ SCHUMANN 

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Reaffirming our Church Covenant (see insert) 

*Invitation  

*Hymn: “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” (see insert) ....................... KINGSFOLD 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Kyrie: Dialogue” (from Mass for the Convents) ................... François Couperin 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 
 



 



 

The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, we 

enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 


