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Staffing Study Update 
The Staffing Study Committee wants to hear from you 
about what our staffing structure should look like going 
forward.  We have looked at other churches and heard 
from our current staff, and looked at national data.  
Now we are eager to hear from you. 

The committee is considering a mix of focus groups, 
congregation-wide small group conversations and oth-
er activities to insure the broadest possible involve-
ment.  The current plan is to have a church wide event 
on Nov. 17, after worship; please hold that date open if 
you can.  The committee’s goal is to be done with this 
information gathering part of its work by Thanksgiving.  
Details will follow as plans are finalized.  

You also have another critical role in this process.  One 
important unresolved issue is the amount of money 
the church is able to commit to pay for staff.  Pledges 
for 2020 will be a significant factor in that decision, as 
will the final revenue totals for 2019.  As you engage in 
your decisions about pledging and giving, imagine how 
an increased pledge and budget will support staffing 
the church for its mission.  While our current staff is 
working very hard to support all our ministries, the re-
ality is that our ministerial staff of 3.0 positions is doing 
the work that 3.75 ministers used to do.  That is not 
sustainable over time.  Changes need to be made to 
provide a structure that is balanced and sustainable, 
either with additional funds or by adjusting program-
ming or other staff activities to align more realistically 
with the current staff structure. 

The committee doesn’t yet have a specific proposal.  
That’s where your pledges, contributions and participa-
tion in the activities to come will be important.  The 
committee members are Glen Clayton, Jim Drennan, 
Hope Williams Durack, Marisa Houser, John Rublein, 
Rebeca Olmedo, Dick Rumer, Amy Sauls, and Laura 
Webb Smith.  Feel free to contact any member if you 
have concerns or comments.   

 

 

 

 

Fall Events at Watts Street! 

Church Workday—Saturday, October 5 

Join your friends as we work on the grounds of the 
church.  Bring your favorite yard tools!  Coffee and 
breakfast snacks will be available starting at 8:30 a.m.  
Thanks to WS Building and Grounds Committee, 
chaired by Mack Wilkins, and the Garden Club, led by 
Emily McCoy, for coordinating this event.  

Fall Church Picnic—Saturday, October 12 

4-7 p.m. at Solite Park (4704 Fayetteville Road)  

Enjoy food, conversations, and fun on the grassy fields, 
playground, sand volleyball courts, basketball courts, 
and pump track.  Bring a dish to share, lawn chairs or 
blankets, and Frisbees, balls, bubbles, etc.  We’ll gather 
at the picnic shelter to eat around 5:30 p.m.  Come 
one, come all! 

Stewardship Breakfast—Sunday, October 13 

9:45-10:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Enjoy breakfast treats, learn about the ministries and 
mission efforts supported by our church budget, and 
take in some “food for thought” on the subject of stew-
ardship.   

Fall Church Meeting—Sunday, October 20 

12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

After worship, we gather for lunch and the Fall Church 
Meeting.  We’ll introduce new members, receive com-
mittee reports, learn about building renovations, dis-
cuss and vote on the 2020 church budget, and hear an 
update from the Staff Study group.  No reservations 
needed for the meal. 

Pledge Sunday—Sunday, October 27 
On this day during worship, we stand and bring for-
ward our promises of financial support for Watts Street 
Baptist Church and the work we will do together as a 
faith community in 2020.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation about this important season in the life of our 
church!   
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Nights at Watts Street!  
On Wednesdays, the church family gathers for supper and 
conversations around the tables starting at 5:15 p.m.  At 
6:00 p.m., we begin a community time of prayers, 
celebrations and announcements.  At 6:15 p.m., children 
ages 3 through-5th grades go to music and youth gather 
for Youth Service/Learning.   Adults are invited to For the 
Living of These Days with Dorisanne Cooper at 6:30 p.m. in 
the chapel.  Please make supper reservations in the 
Friendship Register by the Sunday prior, or by contacting 
the church office by Monday before noon.  Children 3 
years through 5th grade: $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 3 eat free.  

NOTE: No church supper or programs on Wednesday, 
October 30.  The fellowship hall will be used to set up for 
the Fall Bazaar and Church Yard Sale.    

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, 
offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council, is open to all.  
Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn 
and soda, as well as time with your 
friends!  On September 4, at 1:00 p.m., 
in room 102, we’ll enjoy The Straight 
Story, starring Richard Farnsworth, 
about an older man who makes a long journey by 
lawnmower to reconcile with his  brother.  

Visit the Bird Park!   
The Senior Coordinating 
Council is planning a trip to 
the Sylvan Heights Bird Park 
in Scotland Neck, NC on 
October 9.  All ages welcome!  

We’ll leave from church at 9 a.m. and arrive back 
around 4:30 p.m.  For more information, visit 
www.shwpark.com.  To sign up, contact Becky Dodson 
(919-471-1832).  Senior cost is $10 plus tax.  Lunch will 
be at a local restaurant. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, October 10 and 24, at 7:15 a.m. at Elmo’s 
Diner.  Questions?  Contact Alan Williams 
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).  

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, October 10 and 24, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 
115.  David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, October 15 at 12 p.m. in the 
Church Library.  The book for October is 
Where the Crawdads Sing.  Emily McCoy 
(919-489-0483, mccoy6320@gmail.com) 
serves as coordinator.  Drop-ins are always 
welcomed to this lively conversation! 

New Sunday School Class  
Got questions about what it means to be a Christian?  
Doubts?  Parts of the traditional Christian doctrine that 
trouble you?  Join the Seekers Class to proceed on your 
personal journey.  In this 10 week Sunday School Mini-
Class, we’ll explore the challenges of growing and 
changing in faith.  Whether you’re new to Christianity in 
your faith journey and trying to find your theological 
footing or taking on the sometimes painful process of 
reexamining beliefs from your upbringings, there will be a 
space in this class for you.  All beliefs are honored and 
questions or doubts are respected.  The class will use the 
book, Faith Unraveled by Rachel Held Evans, to help 
generate discussion but reading along with the class is not 
required.  All ages, single, couples, members and visitors 
are welcome.  We’ll meet in the chapel, August 25 – 
October 27.  Questions?  Contact Michelle Roach 
(mroach76@gmail.com). 

Out & About Potluck Event 
On November 2, Michael Wong and Brian 
Johnson will host our monthly gathering of 
Watts Street's LGBTQ members and their 
friends.  We'll gather at their home at 6:30 
for a potluck supper.  All are welcome.  Bring food and 
drink to share.  For information call Gordon Whitaker 
(919-918-3658). 

It’s Candle Wrapping Time!   
We need all available men and women to wrap 500 
Love Feast candles.  Beginning November 4, we meet 
every Monday at 9 a.m., in room 102, and continue 
until we finish the job.  For more information, contact 
Becky Dodson (919-471-1832).  

New Watts Street Pictorial Directory!  
The 2019 church pictorial directory is in process.  We 
want everyone to be included in the new edition.  The 
remaining photography dates are October 3-5 and 
November 7-9.  You may sign up online through the 
church website or call Linda Landers (984-888-0713). 

 

 

http://www.shwpark.com
mailto:AWilliams@ComfortMC.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
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October Minute for Mission   
On October 13, the Minute for 
Mission will be given by a staff 
member of Siembra NC and a 
member of the Solidarity 

Committee.  Siembra NC is an organization of Latinx 
people “with or without papers” defending their 
rights in Durham and surrounding counties.  They 
support documented and undocumented families 
subject to ICE detention by running programs like ICE 
Watch and creating ICE Free Zones.  People are also 
trained to fight immigrant wage theft, and to organize 
support for candidates that fight for the persecuted 
and marginalized.  Please write checks to WSBC and 
put "Siembra" on the memo line.  Folks from Siemba 
will be available after the service for any questions.  

October Mission Baskets: NCCU Food Pantry  
Please help us alleviate hunger on 
campus this fall by restocking North 
Carolina Central University’s Food 
Pantry with non-perishable foods and 

hygiene products.  The Food Pantry requests canned 
soups, fruits and vegetables (no Ramen noodles, 
please!), snacks, rice, pasta, cereal and can openers.  
In addition, toothbrushes, toothpaste, body soap, 
travel size deodorant, pads/tampons are needed.  
Please leave your donations in the mission baskets in 
the side foyer near the sanctuary or in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact the Missions Committee with questions.   

Eat Out for a Good Cause! 
On Wednesday, October 16, area restaurants are 
celebrating World Food Day by donating 10% of their 
sales to the Durham CROP Hunger Walk to fight 
hunger and poverty here in Durham and around the 
world.  Visit http://durhamcropwalk.org/
neighbors/  for participating restaurants!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Thanks to this awesome crew for packaging over 6,000 diapers on 
September 18 for the Diaper Bank to distribute to those in need.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creation Care Ministry News 
YOU can make a difference! The WSBC Creation Care 
Ministry is asking each person to commit to phasing 
out Styrofoam and single-use plastics, e.g.water 
bottles, in the coming year.  Did you know that it 
takes 500+ years for a water bottle to decompose and 
more for Styrofoam?  We all must get better at caring 
for the environment.  In October, all persons using 
our facilities will be asked to avoid bringing/leaving 
Styrofoam and single-use plastics in the building.   

Plan to put any paper plates and food leftovers right 
into a new bin on Wednesday nights and Sunday 
nights starting on October 1.  WSBC will divert food 
scraps, kitchen paper products, and paper-based food 
storage containers to make usable compost through a 
partnership with CompostNOW, a commercial 
composting company!  Look for the GREEN buckets in 
the kitchen area that say “COMPOST” to dispose of 
paper plates and all food scraps.  Posters will be up in 
the Fellowship Hall and our Green Ambassadors will 
be present on Wednesday and Sunday nights to guide 
your disposal after eating!  We are excited to begin 
this program and prevent more methane gas from 
being released into the atmosphere from rotting food.  
We CAN affect climate change.  The program will be 
expanded to all user-groups in 2020. 
 
Many areas of Durham have residential pick-up, too; 
check out www.compostnow.org to learn more.  
Additionally, we hope to host a bin to divert clean 
discarded garments, old shoes, and other textiles 
from the landfill. Look for more information around 
the church in the weeks to come.  
 
 

Reaching Out... 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__durhamcropwalk.org_neighbors_&d=DwMDaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=rnJMGBtSf0u6O8A81jOnp3zryrVKdllhTGTWmvsCGgM&m=1xrk3HX186NchzCmgJPXty7ott555nc2MZC57BfMcUk&s=CkFnNb8dp7QiavDw8YXvzTvQ2lC9
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__durhamcropwalk.org_neighbors_&d=DwMDaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=rnJMGBtSf0u6O8A81jOnp3zryrVKdllhTGTWmvsCGgM&m=1xrk3HX186NchzCmgJPXty7ott555nc2MZC57BfMcUk&s=CkFnNb8dp7QiavDw8YXvzTvQ2lC9
http://www.compostnow.org
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Tuesday, October 1 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds 

Committee 
Wednesday, October 2 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  The 

Straight Story 
 5:15 p.m.  Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, October 3 
 2:00 p.m. Pictorial Directory 

Photo Session 
Friday, October 4 
 2:00 p.m. Pictorial Directory 

Photo Session 
Saturday, October 5 
 7:45 a.m. Youth—YAM JAM 

Gleaning Project 
 8:30 a.m. Fall Church Workday 
 10:00 a.m. Pictorial Directory 

Photo Session 
Sunday, October 6 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Organ Anniversary Pop

-Up 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Group 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, October 7 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education 

Ministry Committee  
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, October 8 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education 

Ministry Committee 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Wednesday, October 9 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 5:15 p.m.  Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Thursday, October 10 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Saturday, October 12 
 4:00 p.m. Annual Church 

Picnic—Solite Park 
Sunday, October 13 
 9:45 a.m. Stewardship Breakfast 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper Preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting 
 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music 

Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Group 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, October 14 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m.  BSA 
Tuesday, October 15 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: Where the 

Crawdads Sing 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, October 16 
 5:15 p.m.  Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 

at Murdoch Center 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Sunday, October 20—Children’s 

Sabbath 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Esther Soud 

Parker preaching 
 12:15 P.M. Church Meeting/

Lunch—Vote on 
Budget 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Group 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth 

Group 
Monday, October 21 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 6:30 P.M. Denominational 

Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation 

Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
Tuesday, October 22 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, October 23 
 5:15 p.m.  Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, October 24 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Friday, October 25 
 4:00 p.m. Children leave for Fall 

Retreat 
Sunday, October 27—Pledge 

Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. Children return from 

Fall Retreat 
 3:30 p.m. Youth Scavenger Hunt 

for Red October 
 5:00 p.m. Staff Study Group 
Monday, October 28 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
Tuesday, October 29 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
Wednesday, October 30 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Sorting/Pricing 

Party for Church Yard 
Sale 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 
 

Calendar 
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Denominational Relations 

Some Exciting Spring Baptist Opportunities 
Denominational Relations is providing early information about spring meetings of our denominational partners, so that 
Watts Street members can begin planning in a timely manner.  The committee provides grants to assist with expens-
es.  Contact Esther Soud Parker for further information. 

“Taking on the Cross: [Re]Learning the Love of God,” is the theme of the Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering, hosted 
by Broadway Baptist in Fort Worth, Texas.  The keynote addresses and workshops will explore how our understanding 
of Jesus on the Cross affects the practical ministry of churches today.  There is a One-Day Event on Thursday, April 
23rd, 2020.  The Annual Gathering is Friday-Sunday, April 24-26.    

“The theme will address problems with the substitutionary theory of atonement, openly reimagine the cross, explore 
alternative liturgical and faith formation resources (particularly for Lent), as well as address pastoral care and justice 
work issues that intersect atonement theories," according to Cathy McGaughey, Alliance operations specialist, in a re-
cent email.  "Workshop sessions are TBA, but will focus on ways in which theology about the cross intersects with prac-
tical ministry," McGaughey adds.  The substitutionary theory of the Atonement is the theory or theories that, through 
death on the Cross, Jesus Christ in some way took the place of humankind in paying the penalty for our sins or paying 
what we owed to God. 

Both keynote speakers are scholars who have devoted their careers to the connection between theology and social 
justice and practical ministry issues. Dr. Rita Nakashima Brock, author of Proverbs of Ashes & Saving Paradise, is direc-
tor of the Shay Moral Injury Center at Volunteers of America.  Dr. Eboni Marshall-Turman, author of Toward a Woman-
ist Ethic of Incarnation: Black Bodies, the Black Church, and the Council of Chalcedon, is a professor at Yale Divinity 
School.  Dr. Brock will be speaking on Thursday, Friday & Saturday.  Dr. Marshall-Turman will be speaking Friday, Satur-
day & Sunday.    

Registration for the one day event is $25, and includes lunch.  The annual gathering early registration is $150 and in-
cludes one dinner and two lunches.  Deadline for early registration is April 9.  After that, registration is $ 200.00.  Of 
particular interest is that the Senior Pastor of the host church is Ryon Price, who attended Watts Street when he was a 
student at Duke Divinity.  Fran Langstaff recalls teaching him in her Sunday school class. 

Denominational Relations will provide information about other meetings as details become available.  The Annual Gathering 

for Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, North Carolina, will take place March 19-20, 2020 at Trinity Baptist Church in Raleigh. Scot 

McKnight will lead the CBF NC Leadership Institute on Friday, March 19. Jerusha Neal will give the sermon during closing wor-

ship on Saturday, March 20. 

Submitted by Michael Arges, WSBC Denominational Relations Committee  

Join Us for Worship in October 

October 6 – World Communion Sunday 
Luke 17:5-10 – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

October 13 
Luke 17:11-19 – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

October 20 – Children’s Sabbath 
Children lead in worship; Esther Soud Parker preaching 

October 27 – Pledge Sunday 
Luke 18:9-14 – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Organ Anniversary Pop-Up 
On Sunday, October 6 from 12:30-1:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary, Tom Bloom will 
present “A Brief History of Pipe Organs 
and Pipe Organ Music”.   

New WSBC library books 
 “Appalachian Memory: A Survivor’s Tale,” Mary 

Jane Salyers 
 “Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy,” Anne 

Lamott 
 “Seeing Salvation: Images of Christ in Art,” Neil 

MacGregor with Erika Langmuir 
 “The Baptist Identity: Four Fragile Freedoms,” Wal-

ter B. Shurden 
 “Defending God: Biblical Responses to the Problem 

of Evil,” James L. Crenshaw 
 “A Bittersweet Season: Caring for Our Aging Par-

ents ― and Ourselves,” Jane Gross 
 “Exile or Embrace? Congregations Discerning Their 

Response to Lesbian and Gay Christians,” Mahan 
Siler 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
October 6 
Greeters: Karoline & Zac Barkjohn, Karen Clark 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Dick Rumer 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Open 
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Adam Tatum 
Preschool III: Nick Chotas, Open, Open 
Lock up: Zac Barkjohn 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

October 13 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers:  Maggie Chotas, Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach 

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery:  Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler,  

Open 
Toddlers: Brian Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Henry Mitchell 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Cathy Brennan 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

October 20 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Danny McKinney,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery:  Anne Claire Broughton, Olivia Johnson, Shanessa 

Pride, Tina Ward 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Caden Smith, Open 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Ike Mitchell, Open 
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Steve Booth 
Sound System: David Tatum 

October 27 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Brenda Pollard, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls 
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Sarah Hanchey, Susan McCraw , Open 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Eva Irmy 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

Church News 

The Good News Corner! 

Art in the Sanctuary  
We are grateful to Diana Jackson for 
creating a beautiful new banner to 
hang in the sanctuary for Ordinary 
Time.  Here’s some feedback from  
Diana on her creative process:   

When I was asked to make the banner, 
I began with a blank canvas in my head 
and used Goggle to look at several hun-
dred examples of church banners.  I re-
alized I was drawn to the banners with crosses and I 
sketched several, some with traditional and some a 
more stylized design.  The original picture I saw had 
two vines wrapped around only the upright section of 
the cross in mirror image to each other.  I played with 
the design and preferred one vine loosely wrapped 
around the upright section and branching on to the 
cross bar.  This represented, to me, our individual jour-
neys with our Lord and how we sometimes stray from 
and at other times cling to the cross.  The afternoon 
that I finally took the banner to church and hung it in 

the sanctuary, it was a relief to stand back to look at it 
and think, this is good.  I'm happy that others have re-
marked the banners enhance their worship experience.   

Dream Clean Team 
Thanks to Anne Drennan and her “Dream Clean Team” 
who thoroughly cleaned the kitchen in September.  All 
the kitchen cabinet items were taken to the fellowship 
hall and sorted through.  The cabinets were sanitized 
and scrubbed thoroughly before being restocked with 
dishware, pots/pans, silverware, utensils, trays, food, 
etc.  We are so grateful to Anne Drennan, Linda 
Landers, June Perry, Ginny Wiggins, Lou Rollins, Nancy 
Freeman, Jim Drennan, Eloise Williamson, Emily 
McCoy, Diana Jackson, Sue Kauffman, David May and 
Beth Jarrard who gave so much of their time and ener-
gy to start the new church year with a sparkling clean 
kitchen!  What a wonderful 
Dream Clean Team!!! 
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Children’s Sabbath is October 20 
Join us for this special time of worship as our children 
lead us through the worship service.  The Praise and 
Alleluia Choirs will sing, children will read scripture, 
offer prayers, lead a litany, participate as ushers and 
more.   
 

 
 
 
 
Children’s Mission Offering Challenge  
On Children’s Sabbath, October 20, all first –fifth 
graders will receive $10 from the WSBC Missions 
Committee along with information about the Mission 
Offering Challenge.  Children are invited to invest or 
spend the money on a mission project of their choice 
and then share a report in The Watts Line on how they 
used their mission money.  To learn more about the 
Children’s Mission Offering Challenge contact Esther 
Soud Parker.  

Save the Date 
October 6 – October 13 – First Graders Worship Class 
October 12 – Church Picnic 
October 20 – Children’s Sabbath 

October 25-27 – Children’s Fall Retreat 
December 1 – Advent I 
December 7 – Pageant Rehearsal 
December 11 – Christmas Pageant 

Wednesday Nights 
at WSBC! 
Weekly Wednesday 
nights at Watts Street 
began last month.  
Following a community time of dinner, prayer, 
celebrations and announcements, children, ages 3 years 
to 5th graders, participate in age-group choirs.  Contact 
Jenny Barrier, Anne Claire Broughton, or Cara Valenti, 
for information about the choirs. 

Children’s Fall Retreat—October 25-27 
We’ll meet at the church at 4:00 p.m. on Friday to pack 
the van and leave for our weekend at Chestnut Ridge.  
We return by 12:00 p.m., on Sunday, October 27.  
Please pray for our group as we learn, play and worship 
together.   

 

Children’s Ministry 

First Graders Worship Classes 
The First Graders Worship Preparation class continues through October 13.  Children leave worship with the pre-
schoolers and meet in the library to learn how and why we worship God.  We’re exploring the church year, bap-
tism, communion, prayer, hymns, scripture, offering, and more.  Please encourage your child to attend each Sun-
day to gain a better understanding of worship.   
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Youth Ministry 

Youth Service/Learning Opportunities 
 YAM JAM is Saturday, October 5.  Help gather up 

thousands of pounds of sweet potatoes for food banks 
and soup kitchens across the state.  We’ll glean at First 
Fruits Farm in Louisburg, NC – founded by former UNC 
and NFL football player, Jason Brown.  Our team will 
meet at WSBC at 7:45 a.m. (light breakfast 
provided).  We’ll glean in the morning, stop for lunch, 
and return by 1:30 p.m.  You’ll need to bring a waiver 
form, work gloves, layers of clothing, a water bottle, 
and money for lunch.  To sign up, contact 
kelly@wattsstreet.org by Wednesday, October 2. 

 Wednesday, October 16.  We’re leading the chapel 
service for the residents and staff at the Murdoch 
Center in Butner.  We’ll leave WSBC by 6:00 p.m. and 
return by 8:15 p.m.  To sign up, contact 
kelly@wattsstreet.org by Monday, October 14. 

You’re Invited…to Join the Youth Choir! 
We’ve had a wonderful group of singers at Youth Choir in 
September…and there’s always room for more!  Join 
director Cara Valenti and the Youth Choir for rehearsals on 
Sundays at 4:00 p.m. in the Choir Room (top floor, across 
from the Youth Room).  From Cara:  Everyone is invited to 
participate, regardless of experience. I hope you’ll come out 
and give it a try, and see how spiritually gratifying it can be 
to sing together and share worship through music with our 
church community.  

Celebrating the 2019 Youth Fall Retreat! 
What a weekend!!!  The weather was glorious, Camp 
Weaver offered us a plethora of recreational opportunities, 
the food was tasty, and you all participated beautifully in 
all of our group sessions and activities.  Our theme, “Rollin’ 
with the Welcome Wagon”, focused on Christian 
hospitality (Hebrews 13:2).  I hope you will continue to 
open your eyes (pay attention to those around us), open 
your hearts (make room for guests), extend your hands 
(reach out to others), and share the Bread of Life.  Who 
knows?  You may very well welcome angels unaware!     

Special thanks to our fantastic chaperones who exemplified 
Christian hospitality and took such good care of us: 
Karoline Barkjohn, Zac Barkjohn, Scott Job, Lloyd Patillo, 
and Rebecca Viverette.  Thank you, thank, thank you!!! 
Lots of pictures posted on the WSBC facebook page! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scavenger Hunt for Red October 2019!  
Sunday, October 27 from 3:30-7:00 p.m.   The one where 
costumed teams race all over the Bull City  in a fierce 
competition of speed, creativity,  teamwork, and 
ridiculousness!  Watch your email for more details!   

Help Make the Bazaar a Huge Success!  

Spread the Word!  
Post Fall Bazaar/Church Yard Sale fliers in your 
neighborhoods, work places, and favorite stores.  Share on 
your neighborhood list-serves.  Invite family and friends to 
the sale.  (Contact Kelly Sasser for fliers, pdfs, and email 
content.)  

Contribute to the Fall Bazaar!  
If you are able to sew, do wood-working, make 
handcrafted items, create artwork, share photography, 
roast peanuts, bake cakes or other sweet treats, we’d love 
to have your support!  Please contact Kelly Sasser and let 
us know what you can contribute.    

Bring your Yard Sale Donations!  
Clean out your closets and bring in your quality items (but 
no clothing donations, text books, or professional/medical 
books, please).  Donations can be brought to the church 
beginning Sunday, October 27.  (Youth will be available to 
help you unload cars after church on this day.)  Last day to 
bring donations is Thursday, October 31.    

Volunteer on the Day of the Sale!  
 Work a shift in the concession stand and help with 

food prep, the serving window, and clean-up!  
 Work a shift in the Fall Bazaar and help greet, answer 

questions, and make sales!   
 Work a shift in the Church Yard Sale and help greet, 

answer questions, and make sales!   
To sign up, please contact Tiffany Husack or Kelly Sasser.   

Thanks for your support!!! 

42nd Annual Fall Bazaar/Church Yard Sale  
Saturday, November 3, from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   

Come for breakfast! Biscuits, sausage, scones, coffee, hot 
chocolate.  Stay and Shop! Handmade arts and crafts, cro-
chet/needlework, dolls, holiday decorations, homemade 
cakes, pies, and other treats, etc.  Discover Second Hand 
Treasures!  Furniture, appliances, kitchen items, dishes, 
jewelry, electronics, toys, games, books, and much more! 
Enjoy Lunch! Hot soup, Brunswick stew, chicken-n-
dumplings, tasty sandwiches, cold drinks, etc.  Proceeds 
support Hurricane Dorian relief, the Good Shepherd Win-
dow restoration, and our Youth Summer Service/Learning 
Experiences.  

mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
NOVEMBER 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
OCTOBER 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Dorisanne Cooper 

Pledge to Make a Difference! 
Things are hopping at Watts Street!  The first floor halls and rooms are being painted.  We’re preparing for repairs 
to the roof and building.  There is new excitement around our Wednesday Night shared meals.  Sunday school  
classes old and new are engaged in learning and community building.  The Creation Care Team is helping facilitate 
our church response to the climate crisis.  Our youth just returned from a fantastic Fall Retreat and our children will 
leave for theirs at the end of the month.  A team of folks is preparing for Pride weekend.  Our staff study team is 
preparing their final phase of work—engaging the congregation in some round table discussions to help determine 
a staff structure that will guide us into the future.  And so much more. 

It makes a world of difference when we come together and work for the betterment of our community within and 
outside of Watts Street.  And we want every Watts Streeter to be a part of the energy of our pooled financial re-
sources to help us fulfill all we hope to do and be in the world.  That’s where you come in.  You may wonder—What 
difference does it make if I give?  Or what difference does it make how much I give?  The answer is a lot!  Candidly, 
the way this year’s pledge campaign goes has a lot to determine about the staff structure we can afford.  We’ll be 
taking note of how we finish this year and how things shape up going in to 2020 to help the staff study group know 
what parameters they’re working with.  More than that, we want a faith community where we all participate in our 
financial health.   

When you pledge and support Watts Street’s mission and this community of faith - you really do make a difference.  
As you discern your part for the coming year there are several opportunities to further engage in this process.  On 
Sunday October 13, the Stewardship Committee will host a Stewardship Breakfast during the Sunday School hour.  
We’ve again scheduled this to allow more conversation before the vote on our budget the following Sunday, Octo-
ber 20.  Sunday, October 20 is our Fall Church Meeting where we’ll vote on the budget.  And then Stewardship Sun-
day, where we offer our pledges for the coming year, will be October 27.  

Thank you Watts Street for the generous ways you know how to give.  We look forward to what we can do together 
in 2020 and beyond. 

The 2019-2020 Stewardship Committee members are Gene Downs, Nancy Freeman, Cari Furness, Adam King, Linda 
Landers, David Rhoades, Rachel Sauls, and Carol Stanley. 


