
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” .......................................................... Paul Manz 

PRAISING GOD  

Minister:   Even as we move through the wilderness of this life, 

People:   We rest in the shelter of the Most High; 

Minister:   We abide in the shadow of the Almighty; 

People:   We find refuge under the wings of our Holy Parent. 

Minister:   We trust the angels of God, 

People:   The word of God, 

Minister: The people of God, 

People: The hands of God 

Minister: Will somehow bear us up. 

People: And so we come to call on God  

All: Who has promised to answer.         (from Psalm 91) 

*Hymn 67:  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” .......................................................... ST. ANNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices. 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Sometimes, God, we take our opinions, our entitlements, ourselves so seriously 

that we fail to notice our effect on others.  Without knowing it, we miss the 

connections between our limitless wants and the resources left for others.  Bring our 

awareness to your justice for all and to the universality of your blessings.  Remind us 

you love all.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  We confess, God of Abraham and Lazarus, how often we are not 

content with the simple gifts and life you offer.  Tempted by everything, we become 

insensitive to those who have little.  Encouraged by the world to accumulate more, we 

miss the chance to gather your goodness and godliness.  Chasing after all which has 

no value, we struggle to find the energy to pursue the faith, love, and gentleness you 

have for us.  Forgive us, God of Reversals.  You have sent the One who speaks the 

words we need to listen to in order to have life.  Help us to remember how you have 

redeemed us, and in remembering, may we make that good confession that “Jesus is 

Lord,” now and forever.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Stop and Think” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 527: “More Love to Thee, O Christ” ........................................ MORE LOVE TO THEE 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: In the upside down world of the Gospel, we measure our wealth not by what 

we have, but what we can give away. 

People:  Let us give away generously, in this offering, to bless God’s church, God’s 

people, God’s creation. 

Receiving Gifts 



Anthem: “Awake My Heart” .......................................................................... Jane Marshall 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 665: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” ....................................... GERMANY 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ......................................................... Paul Manz 
 
 

Anthem Note: Jane Marshall (1924-2019) was an American composer, poet, organist, conductor, and 

educator.  Jane Anne Manton was born in Dallas, Texas, on December 5, 1924.  Marshall’s first published 

choral anthem, “My Eternal King,” debuted at Highland Park United Methodist Church in Dallas on March 

23, 1952, with Marshall conducting; it became an enduring favorite of church choirs and choral directors. A 

later work, “Awake My Heart,” received the American Guild of Organists 1957 anthem prize.   

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Awake, my heart, and render 

To God thy sure defender, 

Thy Maker thy preserver, 

A song of love and fervor. 

Confirm my deeds and guide me: 

My day, with thee beside me, 

Beginning, middle, ending, 

Will all be upward tending. 

My heart shall be thy dwelling, 

With joy and gladness swelling; 

Thy word my nature giv’n 

To bring me on toward heaven. 

—Paulus Gerhardt, 1647 


