
 

 
 

“We have too many enemies to leave them.  
The redemptive love of God must somehow break through.  

If it costs us our lives, if we must be hung on a cross  
to redeem our brothers and sisters in the flesh, so let it be.  

It will be well worth it.” 
 

“Faith is not belief in spite of the evidence,  
but a life in scorn of the consequences.” 

 

Clarence Jordan, Essential Writings 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Rebound NC 

Presentation of Student Bibles to Sixth Graders – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee”...............................................Max Reger 

PRAISING GOD  

Introit: “Day By Day” ........................................................................................ Martin How 

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray, 

To see thee more clearly, Love thee more dearly, Follow thee more nearly,  

Day by Day.                                                      (Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester, c. 1197-1253) 

Minister:   We gather as the family of God, 

People:   Bound together in the body of Christ. 

Minister:   We gather as the children of God, 

People:   Called together in the presence of the Spirit. 

Minister:   We gather this day to worship God 

People:   And join our lives in the life of the Church. 

*Hymn 277: “Christians, We Have Met to Worship” ...................................... HOLY MANNA 

Preschoolers/Kindergartners leave for Chapel and Second Hour Ministry. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   Is there a better prayer than “Lord, I am all yours”?  Let us take time to be 

silent and still in the presence of God and open ourselves up to God’s 

transformational power. 

_________________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No photography.  Please silence all electronic devices.  



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Hymn 588: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord!” (stanza 1) ........................................ ADELAIDE 

Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way!  Thou are the potter; I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still. 

Prayer of Confession:  O God, you are the potter, shaping the world and molding our 

spirits.  Your creation is an act of grace and your every word a fountain of life.  Mold 

and shape us once again, O God, as we confess our sins before you.  Drip the water of 

your Spirit onto our dry and cracking edges, and push us with your gentle fingers to 

reflect your handiwork.  Create love where there is hatred, deep faith where there is 

shallow religion, generosity where there is selfishness, and wholeness where there are 

shattered pieces.  For we know that your work is not complete in us, and that our lives 

are made complete in you.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Jesus’ Family Values” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  O Lord, you never deceive us.  “Count the cost,” you say and “Take up your 

cross.”  Be ready for some self-denial.  This is sometimes hard for us to hear.     

People:  May we grow in generosity so that our giving and our living is a reflection of 

our desire to be your disciples.  Amen.  

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “The Best of Rooms” ............................................................... Z. Randall Stroope 

Christ, He requires still, wheresoe’er He comes 



To feed or lodge, to have the best of rooms: 

Give Him the choice; grant Him the nobler part 

Of all the house: the best of all’s the heart.              (“Christ’s Part,” Robert Herrick, 1591-1674) 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 344: “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” ......................................................... ASSAM 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee” ........................... Johann Ludwig Krebs 
 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


