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[Jesus] welcomed children and talked publicly to 
women.  He ate with tax collectors.  He stepped inside 
the borders of the stoning circle and stood on the side 
of the adulteress.  He touched the sick and the leprous.  
And of course he famously suggested that purity was 
not a matter of what comes from outside in, but of what 
comes from the inside out.  He treated borders as… 
“places of encounter” as permeable and alive as the 
skin that covers our bodies. 

Rodney Clapp, “Signs and Wonderings,” Prism 7, no. 5 
 

 

 

We do not cross roads to appease our guilt.  We do 
not cross roads so we can check off an exotic life 
experience.  We cross roads to learn and grow.  By 
placing ourselves in the midst of the poor and 
experiencing a little of their existence, we see with 
new eyes, feel with new hearts, dream with new 
minds, and contribute with new hands and feet.   
This is how change takes place. 

Bruce Main, Why Jesus Crossed the Road 
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GATHERING  

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations – Dorisanne Cooper 

Statement of Worship – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light  

Prelude: “Amazing Grace” .......................................................................... Harold M. West 

PRAISING GOD 

Youth sing: “Love the Lord” ...................................................................... Lincoln Brewster 

Call to Worship  

Minister: At God’s table of justice, everyone has a place and none are turned away.  

People:    Here strangers are welcomed as friends, the poor sit alongside the rich,   

 and the upside-down kin-dom of God is revealed. 

Minister:  At God’s table of abundance, a banquet of righteousness and liberation is set 

for all.  

People: Here the powerless are heard, the outcast are showered with honor, and the 

inside-out kin-dom of God is revealed. 

Minister: At God’s table of life, all peoples know peace and creation flourishes. 

People: Here the hopeless are nourished with possibility, the complacent 

are transformed into advocates for change. Here in our very midst the kin-dom 

of God is revealed. 

*Hymn 60: “Cantemos al Señor” (Let’s Sing Unto the Lord) .................................... ROSAS 

Sing the stanzas in English; sing the Refrain twice each time, in Spanish. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.   

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Call to Prayer  

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  God, you call us to build relationships and cross boundaries that  

divide us, but we fall short.  Fear, apathy, resentment, busyness or anxiety that we will 

fail – all keep us from following your call.  Give us courage to search for you as you 

work for justice.  Set us free so we might join your reconciling work in our 

community.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Youth sing: “Take, O Take Me As I Am” .................................................. TAKE ME AS I AM 

Take, O take me as I am.  Summon out what I shall be. 

Set your seal upon my heart, and live in me.   

(Congregation joins on fourth time) 

Assurance of Pardon  

People: Thanks be to God. 

Morning Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Scripture Reading:  John 4 (selections) –  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Reflections from The Center in Baltimore –  

Youth sing: “Sanctuary” .................................................................. Scruggs and Thompson 

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 58:6-9a  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Reflections from Experiencing El Salvador with Emmanuel –  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of compassion, the worship you choose for us is to loose the bonds of 

 injustice, to let the oppressed go free, to share bread with the hungry, and to  

 give shelter to the homeless. 

People: Build your kingdom here so that your light shall break forth like the dawn  

 and your healing shall spring up quickly.             (Isaiah 58) 



Receiving of Gifts 

Youth sing: “Build Your Kingdom Here” .................................................... Rend Collective 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 658: “Restless Weaver” ......................................................................BEACH SPRING 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Postlude in D” .............................................................................. Healey Willan 
 

Light Bearer:  
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 


