
 

 

 
"The Rich Fool and the Watchful Servant" by Kazakhstan Artist Nelly Bube. 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 4, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 4, 2019 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Amazing Grace” ..................................................................... NEW BRITAIN 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Come worship the God who creates us,                  

People:   Who breathes life into dust and water into the earth. 

Minister:   Come worship the God who challenges us, 

People:   Who calls the poor blessed and makes the hungry full. 

Minister: Come worship the God who calls us, 

People: Who binds us in community and beckons us to follow. 

*Hymn 6: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” .................... MIT FREUDEN ZART 

DEDICATING CHILDREN AMONG US  

Promises (see insert) 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us return to our God in confession, considering God’s steadfast 

love. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Corporate Confession: Gracious God, it is hard to resist the lie that life consists in 

the abundance of possessions. We are told that bigger is better and that security 

and social status must be our top priorities.  Forgive us when we become 

consumed with ourselves and overlook the needs of others.  Forgive us when 

we plan for the future without regard for you or your will.  Give us a resolve to 

trust you and find our identity in who we are in your eyes rather than in what 

we have. Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Homily: “Longing for Bigger Barns” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Through Jesus Christ, God cautions us against storing up riches for 

ourselves. 

People: Let us consider these things and give as God’s Spirit directs us. 

Offertory: “Be Thou My Vision”  ................................................. arr. Sharon Wilson 

*Doxology ................................................................................. LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power 

uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

 



 

Celebration of Communion 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 
After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation 

*Hymn 670: “All Who Love and Serve Your City” ............................CHARLESTOWN 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Festival Voluntary” ................................................................ Flor Peeters 
 

Liturgist: Esther Soud Parker 

 
 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody 

Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 



DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US — PROMISES 

Minister: We come today to present these two children to the church and to dedicate 

them to God.  Parents, in presenting your children for this holy purpose, do 

you promise, in dependence upon God’s grace and with the help of the 

church, to teach them the gifts of the Christian faith, and by prayer, word, 

and example to bring them up in the nurture, love and instruction of Jesus?  

Do you promise to uphold them as they learn to live in and embrace the 

mystery and beauty of life? 

Parents: We affirm that each of our children is made in the image of God and is a 
child of God by creation.  We make these promises to them this day with 
God’s help. 

Minister: As their family of faith in this place, do you promise your love, care, and 

example to support and strengthen this family in keeping their promises? 

Congregation:  We acknowledge God’s abounding love already at work in them and pledge 

ourselves in covenant with God and their family to nurture them into the 

fullness of life.  We covenant to surround them with God’s love for the 

strengthening of their life together; to be for them a family in Christ whose 

love for them cannot be broken.  We accept them into our loving care for 

shared responsibility in their growth toward fullness of life in Christ.  We 

will tell them the good news of Christ that they may know themselves loved 

of God and freely give of themselves in love to others. 

The Promises of the Children 

Minister:  Do you promise to be a friend to them? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If they need directions, will you show them the way?  

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If they fall down, will you help pick them up? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  Will you play with them and share with them the stories of Jesus?  

Children:  We promise. 

Dedication 

People sing: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

 Little ones to him belong.  They are weak, but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me….The Bible tells me so. 


