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Prayers for El Salvador Team
On Tuesday, July 30, a team of 18 high school students
and adults will spend the week developing relationships with our sister congregation, Emmanuel Baptist
Church in San Salvador. There will also be service projects, recreational activities, opportunities to learn
about the culture and history of El Salvador and the life
and impact of Saint Oscar Romero, a visit with the children in Alegria who receive scholarships from WSBC,
and worship with our brothers and sisters in Christ at
Emmanuel. Please pray for our team as they travel,
serve, learn, and encounter God along the way. The
group returns on Monday, August 5.

Welcome!
Thank God
You Are Here!
August 25 is Welcome Sunday!
We celebrate Welcome Sunday and Christian Education
Sunday on August 25. Children and youth are promoted to new classes. Adults are welcome to explore new
classes or continue in their Sunday School class. In
worship, we welcome our first graders and present
them with Bibles. Following worship, we will enjoy fellowship at Eat Dessert First. It’s a great time to “jump
right in” at Watts Street!

New Watts Street Pictorial Directory
Coming Soon!
We are excited to announce that a new
church family pictorial directory is planned
for this fall. It has been almost ten years
since the publication of our last directory
and we want everyone to be included in
the new edition. Photography dates will
be in September, October and November which will
include a session at Croasdaile.

Youth-led Service of Thanksgiving
Sunday, August 11, 11:00 a.m.
(Youth meet in the sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.)
Through songs, readings, prayers, and reflections, the
Watts Street youth will offer thanks to God and share
with the church family about their experiences at The
Center in Baltimore, the senior high “Experiencing El
Salvador with Emmanuel” trip, and service-learning
projects right here in Durham. Thanks be to God for
these opportunities to serve, learn, and grow in our
faith!

Signing up for photography appointments will begin on
August 4th, after which they can be scheduled online
or at the church in person. The new directory should
be in your hands before Christmas. Watch for more
details in the next few weeks.
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the WSBC Organ

Recital by Dr. Paula Harrell
Organist, White Rock Baptist Church
Saturday, August 24
3:00 p.m. at Watts Street Baptist Church
(For more information, see page 6)
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Reaching In...
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Summer Forum Thanks

The Art of Aging Gracefully

We are grateful for excellent speakers during the July
Summer Forum. Imam Abdul Waheed guided us in the
Islamic faith and Rabbi Elana Friedman in the Jewish
faith. There is much to learn from these and other faith
traditions in how, together, we can promote peace,
mutual respect, and social justice. Thank you for your
participation in the interfaith dialogues.

Thursdays, August 8 and 22, at 10:30 a.m., in Room
115. David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator.

Wednesday Movie Matinee
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered by the Senior
Adult Coordinating Council, is open to all. Enjoy the
movie, along with popcorn and soda, as well as time
with your friends! On August 7, at 1:00 p.m., in room
102, we’ll enjoy Norma Rae, starring Sally Field who
won an Academy Award for this performance in 1979.
She is a Southern millworker who organizes her fellow
workers to fight for better conditions and wages. Based
on the life of Crystal Lee Sutton, a textile worker in
Roanoke Rapids, NC.

Eat Dessert First!
Sunday, August 25
The final Eat Dessert First event,
following Sunday worship, is here.
Enjoy cookies and lemonade, along
with time for conversation. Make
connections with new folks and strengthen existing
friendships. Thanks to our deacons for sponsoring
these events.

Wednesday Night Suppers Resume
September 11
Weekly Wednesday night suppers at Watts Street
resume September 11, when the church family gathers
for supper and conversations around the tables starting
at 5:15 p.m. At 6:00 p.m., we begin a community time
of prayers, celebrations and announcements. At 6:15
p.m., children ages 3 -5th grades go to music and youth
gather for Youth Service Learning. Adults are invited to
For the Living of These Days with Dorisanne Cooper at
6:30 p.m. in the chapel. Please make supper
reservations in the Friendship Register by the Sunday
prior, or by contacting the church office by Monday
before noon. Additional details will be in the
September WattsLine.

One More Summer Potluck/Game Night!
Wednesday, August 7
5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite
dish and favorite board game and come mix and mingle
with church friends! Thanks to Barb and Dick Rumer
for coordinating this time of fun and fellowship!

Tai Chi on Tuesdays!
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council
and led by Barbara Karas, Tai Chi class meets on
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., in Room 201. People of
all ages and abilities are welcome. For questions about
the class or to sign up, contact Barbara (919-813-8922).

Men’s Breakfast
Thursdays, August 8 and 22, at 7:15 a.m., at Elmo’s
Diner. Questions? Contact Alan Williams
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).

Summer Giving
Summertime means lots of us are traveling and out of
town on weekends. Because of this, at most churches, summertime also means that giving to the budget
tends to take a dip. But we have good news for you!
Your budget giving need not take a vacation with you!
You can give a secured gift anytime you want through
our website http://wattsstreet.org/give. It even
works from your phone. And of course you can always feel free to mail in your gift or even set up automated payments through our Financial Secretary
(finance@wattsstreet.org). We are so grateful for a
generous church that we know is up for the challenge
of supporting our ministries all year long. Thank you
church!
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August Minute for Mission
On August 11, the Walltown Food Pantry will be the
focus of our Minute for Mission. The Pantry is
operated out of St John's Missionary Baptist Church,
and helps our neighbors in the nearby Walltown
neighborhood, just north of the Duke East Campus.
Please make checks to "Watts Street Baptist Church"
and write “Walltown” on the memo line.

August Mission Baskets
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the
Fellowship Hall will collect donations to help teachers
at Merrick Moore Elementary (a Durham Public
School) supply their classrooms this year. Teachers at
the school have requested Kleenex, hand sanitizer,
dry erase markers, small dry erase boards,
highlighters, Clorox wipes, Crayola markers, Crayola
colored pencils, Ticonderoga #2 pencils, scissors (child
sized), glue sticks, clear packing tape, Ziploc bags
(sandwich size), and Band-aids . Questions? Contact
David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367).

Reading Buddies and Tutors Needed
Reading Buddies and Tutors are needed at MerrickMoore Elementary School for the upcoming school
year. As a Reading Buddy, you do not need tutoring
experience. Many of our younger children have not
been read to as preschoolers, so having an adult read
to them and listen to them read on a regular basis is
critical to their development as a reader. Twice a
week for one hour is great, but once a week is good
too. There is also a need for Reading or Math tutors.
Again, no need for formal training, but willing to
learn. Questions? Contact Paula Januzzi-Godfrey
(januzzip@gmail.com.)

Creation Care Tip – SAVE WATER
Water is a precious commodity. Many
people on this earth lack clean drinking
water that we take for granted. If you
have a leaky faucet dripping 60 times/
minute, that leak will waste 5 gallons of
water each day and 2082 gallons per year. To save
water and save money on your bill (sewer charges are
dependent on your water usage, too), get those leaks
fixed. If you need to replace a toilet, the City of
Durham has a rebate program to encourage water
conservation and lower your water bills; visit https://
durhamnc.gov/1102/Toilet-Rebate-Program for more
information. In this hot, dry season, our lawns and
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plants need water so capture rainwater from your
gutters; the City of Durham sells rain barrels at
wholesale for $65 + tax; visit
www.durhamsaveswater.org to order one online. Let
us all do our part to protect this vital resource.
Submitted by Joanna John, Creation Care Ministry

From the Denominational Relations
Committee: Campus Ministry
The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina
sponsors or helps support ministries on more than a
dozen campuses across the state. These ministries
provide an opportunity to develop future leaders for
Baptist churches like ours and allow students without
previous church experience to explore the challenge
of a life of Christian discipleship and service. Lauren
Holloway, who served as president of the CBFNC
group at ECU, notes that the ECU group was a helpful
“transition” between youth group at Watts Street and
adult church membership. Lauren recalls that the
group had equal representation from students who
grew up in church, and students with little or no
church experience. In addition to weekly meetings
and social events, the students engaged in a variety of
service ministries including hurricane cleanup, feeding
ministries for the hungry, and distributing school
supplies for needy elementary and secondary school
students.
Lauren was introduced to the ECU group through a
recommendation by Kelly Sasser, who comments
that, until CBFNC started sponsoring campus ministry,
there hadn't been a Baptist campus ministry that he
could really recommend. He has found that CBFNC is
doing campus ministry in a way that is familiar for
students from Watts Street. Kelly notes that Watts
Street has hosted dinners for both undergrads and
graduate students involved in the CBFNC ministry at
Duke University. “These students are our laity of the
here and now as well as the future,” comments
Wanda Kidd, CBFNC Collegiate Engagement
Coordinator, in an article on the CBFNC website. “If
we want them to lead in the future, we must provide
them with authentic models of Christian service."
CBFNC has online information about each of the
campus ministries they support, along with an online
referral form [https://www.cbfncyoungadults.org/].
Submitted by Michael Arges, Denominational
Relations Committee
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Calendar

Thursday, August 1
1:00 p.m. Johnie May’s Memorial Service
5:30 p.m. Creation Care Ministry Meeting
Sunday, August 4
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching
Monday, August 5
12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. BSA
11:45 p.m. Youth return from Senior High Trip to El
Salvador
Tuesday, August 6
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class
7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee
Wednesday, August 7
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting
1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Norma Rae
5:30 p.m. Potluck/Game Night
6:30 p.m. Youth preparations for Youth-led
Worship
Thursday, August 8
7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully
Sunday, August 11
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Youth Sunday
12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Commitee
5:00 p.m. Youth Group at the McDaniel home
Monday, August 12
12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee
7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee
7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee
7:00 p.m. BSA
Tuesday, August 13
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class
6:30 p.m. Missions Committee
7:00 p.m. IT Committee
Wednesday, August 14
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting
5:30 p.m. Sixth Graders Night Out
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, August 15
5:30 p.m. Youth Service/Learning at Urban
Ministries
Sunday, August 18
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper Preaching
5:00 p.m. Welcome Sixth Graders Party
Monday, August 19
12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Kickoff-Recruitment event
6:30 P.M. Denominational Relations Committee
7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group
7:00 p.m. BSA
7:00 p.m. Treasurers

The WattsLine

Tuesday, August 20
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class
7:00 p.m. Deacons
Wednesday, August 21
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, August 22
7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully
7:00 p.m. Budget Prep Committee Mtg #2
Saturday, August 24
3:00 p.m. Organ Anniversary Recital: Paula Harrell
4:00 p.m. Organ Anniversary Recital Reception
Sunday, August 25
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching
12:00 p.m. Eat Dessert First
5:00 p.m. Youth & Parents Potluck/Fall Kick-Off
Monday, August 26
12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Leaders’ Meeting
7:00 p.m. BSA
7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee
Tuesday, August 27
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class
7:00 p.m. Church Council
Wednesday, August 28
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
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Worship and Music
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Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Watts Street Organ

Recital by Dr. Paula Harrell
Organist, White Rock Baptist Church
3:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 24, 2019
Sanctuary of Watts Street Baptist Church
Featuring works by Louis-Nicolas Clérambault, Johann Sebastian Bach,
Florence Price, Calvin Taylor, George Shearing, and Louis Vierne
Paula D. Harrell received the B.A. in Music Education from North Carolina Central University, the first student to present two senior honors recitals in organ and piano. She studied piano with Lilian Pruett and organ with Eleanor
McCrickard and Celia Davidson. She earned the Master of Music degree in Sacred Music and Organ from The Ohio
State University where she studied with Gordon Wilson and Wilbur Held, and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in
Organ Performance from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro where she studied with Kathryn Eskey. She
is the first African-American woman to earn the DMA degree in organ performance. Dr. Harrell has served as organist for churches in North Carolina and Ohio and guest organist and recitalist across the east coast.
Dr. Harrell began her professional career as an elementary school music teacher in Fairmont, North Carolina, and
was Assistant Choral Director and Accompanist for the Governor’s School East in Laurinburg, North Carolina. She
later served at North Carolina A&T State University as Piano Instructor where she also accompanied the University
Choir. Since 2015, Dr. Harrell has served as accompanist for the North Carolina A&T University Choir.
Dr. Harrell is a retired Chair of the Department of Music at North Carolina Central University where she served as
University Organist, University Choir accompanist, Music Education coordinator, and coordinator/professor of the
Sacred Music program. She also taught piano, organ, and handbells. Dr. Harrell serves as the church organist at the
White Rock Baptist Church, Durham, North Carolina, where she directs the JuBellate Handbell Choir and coordinates the Annual Bach’s Lunch Organ Recital Series.
Submitted by Tom Bloom

Chancel Choir - New Singers Welcome!

Flowers Needed in the Sanctuary

The Chancel Choir invites you to join them this
fall. Rehearsals resume Wednesday, August 14, 7:15
p.m., and the choir returns to Sunday morning worship
on August 25. If you like to sing we would love to have
you join us. If you have any questions contact Melody
Zentner (melody@wattsstreet.org).

...each Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.
August 11, 18, and 25 are available. Sign up for a Sunday on the wall calendar in the receptionist’s office and
fill out a slip with the information for the WS Weekly.
Call Sanders Florist to order your floral arrangement
(919-286-1288).

Summer Music Line-up

Worship in August

While the Chancel Choir takes a break this summer,
many musicians from the congregation are offering a
wide variety of special music:
August 4 – Anna Kirby, Olivia Kirby Johnson, and
Clarence Whitefield
August 11 – Youth
August 18 - Cara Valenti

August 4:

Many thanks to these folks for sharing their talent!
The Chancel Choir will resume Sunday, August 25.

Luke 12:13-21, Communion
Dorisanne Cooper preaching

August 11: Youth Sunday
August 18: Luke 12:49-56
Dorisanne Cooper preaching
August 25: Luke 13:10-17; Jeremiah 1:4-10
Dorisanne Cooper preaching
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Church News

Sunday Ministry Volunteers
August 4
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline & Zac Barkjohn
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,
Danny McKinney, Alan Williams
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Dick Rumer
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Adam Tatum
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy
Lock up: Deanna Branscom
Sound System: Eva Irmy
August 11
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels
Ushers: Maggie Chotas, Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach
Ann Stickel, Alan Williams
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler,
Michelle Roach
Toddlers: Brian Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Henry Mitchell
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo
Lock up: Steve Booth
Sound System: Ed Trumbull

Scenes from Baltimore…
What a week our youth shared with The Center in
Baltimore June 29-July 5. Our team worked really hard
(in the heat and humidity, no less) and the trip was
packed with learning experiences, community time,
and fun. A few highlights:
 Worshipping with a small but dynamic
congregation at Maryland Presbyterian Church in
Towson, MD and learning about their eco-justice
work to be a “Green Congregation”
 Learning about the history of “boundaries” in the
city of Baltimore (segregation, redlining, housing
policies, race riots, poverty, etc.), thinking about
the boundaries in our own community, and being
challenged to follow Jesus in crossing those
boundaries
 Assisting Babcock Presbyterian with a food drive
for their neighbors who are food insecure
 Assisting Comunidad Presbiteriana La Trinidad with
their farm supporting the Hispanic residents of
Anne Arundel County
 Assisting Harundale Presbyterian with their Food
Pantry, a ministry that has been active for over 30
years

The WattsLine

August 18
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robert Berry, Joe Gary,
Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach,
Ministry Coordinator: Open
Nursery: Olivia Johnson, Shanessa Pride, John Rublein,
Tina Ward
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Caden Smith, Open
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Ike Mitchell, Eva Irmy
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Elizabeth Sasser
Lock up: Michael Wong
Sound System: Eva Irmy
August 25
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,
Bob Hellwig, Danny McKinney
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls,
Open
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton
Lock up: Mack Wilkins
Sound System: David Tatum




Assisting Glenwood Life Counseling Center with
their community garden which provides food,
beauty, and hope for people dealing with
addictions
Taking the Metro into DC to experience the
National Museum of African American History and
Culture and then coming back to Baltimore to
watch 4th of July fireworks over the Inner Harbor

Huge thanks to our outstanding adult chaperones: Zac
Barkjohn, Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Scott Job, Abigail
Lutz, and Laura Webb Smith. We look forward to
sharing reflections about our experiences at the youthled worship service on August 11!

August 2019

Children’s Ministry
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PASSPORTkids Summer Camp
What a wonderful week we had at camp
this year! With the theme FEARLESS,
from 1 Corinthians 16:13-14, we learned
how to “Stay Awake. Stand Firm. Be
Brave. Love Always.” Our children led
worship in a variety of ways through
dance, prayer, and scripture. There were
lots of energizers involving singing, dancing and just being silly. The Rec Party:
Superhero Training Camp challenged us
to use our strength, speed, and brain to
become ultimate superheroes! We donated our mission offering to Refuge and
Hope International, an organization
working with refugees in Uganda.
Through a scavenger hunt at the Kampala Night Market, we explored the culture of Uganda and explored ways refugees support themselves through cooking, sewing, growing and processing coffee, and much more. Our last night included a Superhero Variety Show with
our own James Hanchey presenting a creative skit. Thank you to our chaperones – Amy Rublein and Mack Wilkins –
for sharing their love and leadership with our children at camp.

Dayspring Summer Sunday School

First Graders Worship Classes

Volunteers welcome! Children’s Sunday School classes
are combined in the summer with the theme Living in
the Land from the Shine curriculum. If you can
volunteer in the classroom a few Sundays as a helper or
a lead teacher, please contact Elizabeth Sasser or Esther
Soud Parker or sign up at http://bit.ly/WSBCsummer.

The First Graders Worship Preparation class begins
September 8 and continues through October 13.
Children leave worship with the preschoolers and meet
in the library to learn how and why we worship God.
We’ll explore the church year, communion, baptism,
prayer, hymns, scripture, offering, and more. Please
encourage your child to attend each Sunday to gain a
better understanding of worship. See Esther for more
information.

Second Hour Ministry
Do you like to read to children? Rock babies? Sing Jesus
Loves Me? Push children in swings? We have openings
in our Second Hour Ministry for the summer and the
2019/2020 church year. Join us as we nurture our
youngest each week during worship. Contact Esther
Soud Parker to volunteer.

Christian Education Sunday is August 25
It’s the beginning of a new Church School year at Watts
Street! Children move up to their new classes and meet
their new teachers. During
worship, we also welcome the
first graders and present them
with their very own Bibles!

Children’s Fall Retreat
October 25-27, children in 3rd – 5th
grades are invited to a weekend at
Camp Chestnut Ridge to explore
Bible stories, participate in
worship, create fun crafts, fish,
canoe, play gaga ball, etc. Please contact Esther to
register and save your child’s spot for this fun retreat!
Registrations are due August 5.

Save the Date
August 25 – First Graders Receive Bibles
September 8 – October 13 – First Graders Worship Class
October 25-27 – Children’s Fall Retreat
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Youth Ministry
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Youth-led Service of Thanksgiving Prep

Thank You! Thank You!

On Sunday, August 11, the WSBC youth lead worship,
offering thanks to God for an incredible summer of
ministry and sharing reflections with the congregation
about their experiences. Youth: on Wednesday,
August 7, we’ll gather from 6:30-8:00 p.m., in the
sanctuary to prepare for the service and on August 11,
we’ll meet in the sanctuary at 9 a.m.

Watts Street youth, parents and volunteers - y’all are
the best!!!
 Thanks to everyone who helped served lunch for
Reality Ministries’ Day Time Program on
Wednesday, June 26. We had a GREAT time
visiting with around 50 friends at Reality and the
meal was outstanding! Very special thanks to Cari
Furiness and Susan McCraw for coordinating the
meal and guiding us through the food prep.
 We had a fantastic crew at the Food Bank on July
10. Y’all worked so hard and so fast we could
barely get a decent photo. We joined with a
bunch of other volunteers to box up 46 pallets of
food/supplies which equals over 12,000 meals for
our neighbors in need. Afterwards, we celebrated
with some good eats at King’s Sandwich
Shop. Thanks to Dan Schwankl for driving and
working with us.
 Our crew at Urban Ministries on July 18 was
outstanding! You were focused and diligent on
serving the meal and also interacted beautifully
with the guests, who responded in kind. It was a
great night! Thanks to David Heist for
coordinating and to Jennifer Martin and Natalie
Sulejman for accompanying us.
 On July 22, we packed bags at the Walltown Food
Pantry and finished in record time! It was fun
seeing y’all make phone calls to Walltown
residents to let them know that the food bags are
ready to be picked up. What a wonderful ministry
to our neighbors! Thank you to Bob and Jeanne
Kruhm for working alongside us.

End of Summer Pool Party!
Sunday, August 11, from 5-7 p.m., at
the McDaniel home with a light supper
included. Check your “Watts
Happening!” email for driving directions.

Welcome Sixth Graders!
You are invited to a “Sixth Graders Night Out” on
Wednesday, August 14. Meet at El Rodeo (Brightleaf
Square), at 5:30 p.m., and we’ll conclude at 6:30 p.m.
This will be your chance to ask questions about
Sunday Night Youth Fellowships, Youth Sunday
School, Youth Retreats and Camps, etc. You’ll need
to bring $ for supper (and tip!).
Then on Sunday, August 18, join us for a “Welcome
Sixth Graders Party” at Sunday Night Youth Group!
We’ll meet from 5 to 7 p.m., with a pizza supper
included. Come get to know the youth group and get
ready for tons of fun!

Youth Service/Learning at Urban Ministries
On Thursday, August 15, we’re heading back to Urban
Ministries to serve the evening meal. We’ll meet at
the church at 5:30 p.m. and return by 8:00 p.m. We
can only take five youth and 2 adults. Check with
Kelly to sign up.

Youth and Parents Potluck and Fall Kick-Off
Sunday, August 25, from 5:00-7:00 p.m., in the
fellowship hall. Bring a covered dish and let’s kick off
the upcoming year of youth ministry at WSBC!

Coming Soon:
2019 Youth Fall Retreat!
September 20-22
Camp Weaver, Greensboro
$40 deposit due September 1.
Forms and information flier
available at the Youth and
Parents meeting on August 25.
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Watts Street Baptist Church
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Phone: 919-688-1366
Fax: 919-688-7255
E-mail: sherrill@wattsstreet.org
WattsLine: sherrill@wattsstreet.org
Website: www.wattsstreet.org

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH -- “Every Member a Minister”
CHURCH STAFF
Tom Bloom
Organist
Dorisanne Cooper
Senior Minister
Sherrill Figuera
Office Manager
Esther Soud Parker
Minister with Children and Their Families
Kelly Sasser
Minister with Youth and Their Families
Bobby Sturdivant
Custodian
Cara Valenti
Youth Choir Director
Melody Zentner
Director of Music Ministries

Mailing Address Label 1
Mailing Address Label 2
Mailing Label Address 3

NEXT W attsLine
SEPTEMBER
ARTICLES DUE BY
AUGUST 15

Where did you experience God this summer? Did God’s presence surprise you?
How will you remember the summer of 2019? Will you focus on how hot it’s been? The trip you took? The unsettling national news? Did you say goodbye to someone you held dear? Did you welcome a newborn? Did you let
go of a major part of your work? Did you retire? Are you sending your teenager to college?
Were you able to feel God’s presence in the midst of it all?

It’s hard to know where to focus, when for some, many of these things are indeed happening. Life is full of the unexpected. It seems just when we get comfortable, something comes along and “upsets the apple cart.” We often
want things figured out, settled, sorted - but life happens and sometimes, when we least expect it, the depths of
our souls are touched...
In worship - hearing a youth passionately sing a solo, listening to the lovely sounds of a violin, listening to the Common Woman’s Chorus Ensemble sing songs so touching...haunting...beautiful.
At camp - seeing a severely disabled ten year old child from Uganda in a wheelchair, embraced by fellow campers.
Learning he was adopted as a baby when his parents brought him to the states for medical care and had to abandon him when their Visas ran out. Meeting his Mom who was so happy to have had the chance to adopt him when
he was nine months old because she thought she would never have a child. Hearing his biological parents are still
in contact and his Dad visited recently.

Being evacuated - smelling something odd, seeing a hazy room, and learning we have to immediately leave our
dorm at camp. Grateful there was another dorm to go to. Grateful the PASSPORTkids staff bought everyone supplies to help us sleep through the night - pillows, sheets, blankets, toothbrushes, toothpaste. Thinking how lucky
we were to be cared for and looked after.
Learning about refugees – wondering about reasons they leave their home, what they go through, who and what
they leave behind. Hearing our children ask if they could donate their new pillows, sheets, and blankets to refugees. Grateful for children and the wonderful ways they think about others.
May we all remember God’s presence in the summer of 2019. May we seek to be FEARLESS - Stay awake, stand
firm, be brave, and love always. (1 Corinthians 16:13-14)
Esther Soud Parker

