
 

 
 

The Spirit is like fire, deceptively polite in its dance atop the wax and wick of 
our church candles, but wild and mercurial as a storm when unleashed. Fire holds 
no single shape, no single form. It can roar through a forest or fulminate in a 
cannon. It can glow in hot coals or flit about in embers. But it cannot be held. The 
living know it indirectly—through heat, through light, through tendrils of smoke 
snaking through the sky, through the scent of burning wood, through the itch of 
ash in the eye. Fire consumes. It creates in its destroying and destroys in its 
creating. The furnace that smelts the ore drives off slag, and the flame that refines 
the metal purifies the gold. The fire that torches a centuries-old tree can crack 
open her cones and spill out their seeds. When God led God’s people through the 
wilderness, the Spirit blazed in a fire that rested over the tabernacle each night. 
And when God made the church, the Spirit blazed in little fires that rested over 
the people’s heads. “Quench not the Spirit,” the apostle wrote. It is as necessary 

and as dangerous as fire, so stay alert; pay attention. 

Rachel Held Evans, Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding Church. 
 

 

 

JUNE 9, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JUNE 9, 2019 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Recognition of High School Graduates:  

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Come, Holy Ghost”.................................................................. Nicolas de Grigny 

PRAISING GOD 

New Testament reading from Acts 2:1-21 (see insert) 

*Hymn 237: “On Pentecost They Gathered” ............................................................ MUNICH 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  When we don’t know how or what to pray, the Spirit knows.  When all we can 

muster are sighs and groans, the Spirit knows those also.  When we feel that we aren’t 

even worthy to approach God, the Spirit goes before us and with us and God 

welcomes us with open arms.  Let us offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God, you are speaking through winds and voices, calling us to 

follow and serve.  Help us hear.  You are moving through the church and the world, 

showing us how to love and lead.  Help us see.  You are working through all creation, 

drawing us into the warmth of your Spirit.  Help us believe.  Breathe your Spirit on us 

once more, and move us to respond with lives of faithfulness.  Amen. 

 

 

 
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Sermon: “The Language of the Spirit” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 248: “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove” ............................................... ST. AGNES 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: “Therefore, I urge you to stir into flame the gifts of God within you. 

People: For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 

wisdom.” (2 Timothy 1:6-7) 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “Tumekuja Kuimba” .................................................................Lynn Zettlemoyer 

Youth Choir and Chancel Choir 

Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, percussion 

Tumekuja: We have come 

Kuimba: to sing 

Kusifu: to praise 

 

Imbeni: sing 

Sifuni: praise 

Kuja: come 

 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 266: “Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me” .................................................. LUX PRIMA 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 



Postlude: “Come, Holy Ghost” ................................................................ Nicolas de Grigny 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthem Note [from the composer]:  For nine years, I had the pleasure of teaching at an 

international school in Nairobi, Kenya.  While most of my time was spent in the city, I 

was able to spend some time out in the African countryside.  I modeled this song after the 

music I heard in Kenya.  I chose this text because I think it is one of the most boldly 

honest statements a singer can think as they step on the risers:  We are HERE.  We are 

going to have a blast singing and we are glad you can come along for the ride! 

African music never stands still.  In North America, we go places to sing: school, church, 

theater.  In Africa, you sing on the way to somewhere (and sometimes after you get there, 

as well).  It is a journey, not a destination. 

 

 

 
 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

 



New Testament reading from Acts 2:1-21 

 

Minister:  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

People: And suddenly, a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

Minister: And they saw what appeared to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 

rest on each of them. 

People: All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Choir:  “Come, Holy Spirit, Fill This Place”................................. VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS 

Minister: Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 

under heaven.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 

People: And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?”  Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much 

wine.” 

Minister: Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; 

listen carefully to what I say.  These are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only 

nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

People: “In the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 

people.  And your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your youth shall see 

visions, and your elders shall dream dreams.” 

Minister: “Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they shall prophesy.” 

People: “And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

 


