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Youth Spring “Bucket Auction”  
Fund-raiser!   
Sunday, May 5  
12:15 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

Enjoy an afternoon party with hearty  
finger foods and tasty sweet treats as 
you bid on some outstanding auction items.  In addi-
tion to many baskets, gift certificates, and services 
available through the bucket auction raffle, we’ll also 
have some big ticket items up for bid through a live 
auction (including vacation weekends, Duke basketball 
tickets, and more!).  Watch your email this week for 
detailed information on what’s up for bid and be sure 
to bring your check book on Sunday! 

All proceeds support our 2019 Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences.  Thank you for your support!  

 

Spring Church 
Meeting is 
Sunday, May 19 
After worship on May 19, 
join us in the fellowship hall 
as we introduce new members, receive the Gifts and 
Call report, and discuss updates about the staffing 
study, budget and giving, and building repairs.   

Lunch is provided by our Senior High Youth/Adult team 
going to El Salvador this summer (table tips and dona-
tions support the trip).  No reservations required.   

For childcare, please contact the office or Esther Soud 
Parker by May 13. 
 
 

 
 

Celebrating the 2019 All Ages Beach Retreat   
April 26-28, close to 125 WSBC members and friends enjoyed intergenerational fellowship, recreation, and commu-
nity time on a retreat at Fort Caswell!  We focused on Jesus’ call to “store up treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-
21) and gave thanks for the priceless treasures of Christian Community, God’s Word, God’s Spirit, and God’s Love.  It 
was a beautiful weekend together!  Very special thanks to Erin and Worth Lutz for coordinating registration and 
room assignments; Barb and Dick Rumer and Jennifer and Mack Wilkins for coordinating our meals; Tom Bloom, 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, and Cara Valenti for helping with music; and Matt Hanchey, John Rublein, and Erich Smith 
for emceeing our Talent Xtravaganza-arrrrgh! 
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Night Supper/Community Time 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
continue.  The supper line opens at 5:30.  Children 3 
years through 5th grade:  $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 3 eat free. Please 
make reservations in the Friendship Register by the 
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  At 6:00 p.m., we begin 
community time, then move on to age-level events:  
choirs for children, Youth Service Learning for youth, 
and For the Living of These Days for adults in the 
Chapel led by Dorisanne Cooper.    

May 15 marks the final Wednesday night supper of the 
spring semester.  Watch for information on summer 
gathering opportunities and Wednesday night plans for 
the fall!  

Tai Chi on Tuesdays!   
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
and led by Barbara Karas, Tai Chi class meets on 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., in Room 201.  People of 
all ages and abilities are welcome.  For questions about 
the class or to sign up, contact Barbara (919-813-8922). 

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered by the Senior 
Adult Coordinating Council, is open to all.  Enjoy the 
movie, along with popcorn and soda, as well as time 
with your friends!  On May 1,at 1:00 p.m., in room 102, 
we’ll enjoy Last of the Blond Bombshells.  Starring Judy 
Dench and Olympia Dukakis, this comedy tells the story 
of a group of young musicians who formed a band in 
WWII—and now one of them is trying to put the group 
together for one more appearance.  Finding them and 
convincing them isn’t an easy job.  Join the fun!  

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, May 9 and 23 at 7:15 a.m., at Elmo’s Diner.  
Questions?  Contact Alan Williams 
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).  

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, May 9 and 23, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 115.  
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, May 21, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., in Room 102.  All 
are welcome to join this group in making plans for the 
Watts Street ministry with senior adults.  For more 
information, contact Kelly Sasser. 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, May 21, at 12 p.m., in the Church 
Library.  The book for May is Into the Wild 
by Jon Krakauer.  Emily McCoy 
(mccoy6320@gmail.com, 919-489-0483) 
serves as coordinator.  Drop-ins are always 
welcomed to this lively conversation! 

Out and About 

On May 18, Anne and Jim Drennan will host Watts 
Street's LGBTQ members and their friends for a potluck 
supper.  All are welcome to join us at 6:30 for 
fellowship and conversation.  Bring food and drink to 
share.  Information: Gordon Whitaker  (919-918-3658). 

Graduating Senior in Your Family?   
If someone in your immediate family is graduating this 
spring with a graduate or undergraduate degree, 
please send the information to the church office 
(sherrill@wattsstreet.org) for inclusion in the 
WattsLine.  Please include the student’s name, degree, 
and institution. 

Worship in May 

May 5, 2019—John 21.1-19: Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

May 12, 2019—John 10:22-30; Dorisanne Cooper 
preaching 

May 19, 2019—Acts 11:1-18, John 13:31-35; Dorisanne 
Cooper preaching 

May 26, 2019—Acts 16:9-15, John 14:23-29; Dorisanne 
Cooper preaching 

Remembering Dick Chorley 

The Watts Street congregation lost one dear to 
our history this past month.  Every death we ex-
perience here is significant, but Dick Chorley’s 
time here as a staff minister add particulars to the 
grief that we share as a community.  Richard Earl 
Chorley served as Minister of Christian Education 
at Watts Street from 1979 until 2002 and during 
those years ministered to all ages and stages of 
people’s lives.  His death on Palm Sunday, April 
14, was a terrible shock and the days since 
brought forth deep grief but as is often the case, 
also memories and gratitude of multiple decades 
of care, humor, creativity, music, laughter, and 
strength.  We are grateful to Dick Chorley for all 
of the ways his ministry shaped this church and 
for the legacy that continues to live in each of us. 

mailto:AWilliams@ComfortMC.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwis2s-sgfrhAhWtTt8KHVWjB8wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FInto-Wild-Jon-Krakauer%2Fdp%2F0385486804&psig=AOvVaw1nckh-LgBnr-EQOoakmsEM&ust=1556789064
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WSBC Music News (May ’19) 
We have had another wonderful year of music ministry 
at Watts Street Baptist.  Our Children and Youth choirs 
will sing together Sunday morning, May 12.  Children’s 
choir will finish up Wednesday evening, May 15, in the 
Sanctuary playing a game and singing songs they 
learned throughout the year. Youth choir will sing with 
Chancel Choir, June 9, and the Hand Bell Choir will also 
play that morning.  

The Chancel choir will continue through June 16. It has 
been a year of change for this choir.  If you look at the 
picture above you will see we have room for some new 
singers.  We have mourned the loss of two dear 
members and a couple members who have moved out 
of the area or are working on health issues. If you like 
to sing we would love to have you in the church choir. 
(Contact Melody Zentner: melody@wattsstreet.org) 
Praising God through music creates wonderful 
memories that stay with us throughout our lives.  

While the Chancel Choir is off during the summer, we 
will have several people in our congregation share their 
talent during Sunday services. There is a sign up sheet 
in the choir room for those who are willing to 
participate. This will start Sunday, June 23 and go 
through Sunday August 18.  (Youth Sunday is August 
11.) If you are interested, and we hope many are, 
please sign up by June 2.  You can also contact Melody 
Zentner. 

I can’t thank the congregation enough for the support 
and love of music in our church.  A big “Thank You” to 
Jenny Barrier, Anne Claire Broughton, Cara Valenti, 
John Rublein, and Tom Bloom for your dedication to 
the music ministry at Watts Street Baptist Church.   

Look for more information about music at Watts Street 
Baptist in the June Watts line.  God bless... 

Melody Zentner 
Director of Music Ministry 

Golden Anniversary News  
This month marks the 50th anniversary of the 
installation of Austin Organs Opus 2501.   

Please save these dates: 

1. Evensong for Ascension Day on Saturday, June 1, at 
3:00 p.m.  This will involve the Handbell Choir as 
part of the Prelude and the Chancel Choir singing a 
Charles Villiers Stanford Evening Service.  There will 
be a few hymns, and the congregation will have a 
part, too. 

2. On August 24, Paula Harrell, organist of White Rock 
Baptist Church will present a recital. 

3. I will present an organ recital on Saturday, 
November 23, at 3:00 p.m.  The program will 
include some organ music history and many of the 
pieces you hear Sunday by Sunday, along with new 
pieces prepared for the occasion. 

Did you know that organs’ wind systems have been 
powered with water, electricity, and were also pumped 
by hand?  Did you know that Watts Street’s organ has 
three manuals (keyboards) and pedals?  There are 
three chambers (rooms of pipes), and two of the 
chambers have swell shades (shutters) to adjust the 
volume of sound from those divisions. 

Tom Bloom 
Organist 
 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 
praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

Psalm 150:4 

Reaching Out... 
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Connecting with Missions at WSBC  
Missions is a major component of WSBC’s presence in 
the community.  We are involved with so many 
groups that it can be difficult to know how to connect.  
The Missions Committee is inviting everyone to fill out 
a missions pledge form for the year to consider how 
one might be involved through education, 
participation, or prayer for our programs.  Place the 
forms included in your bulletin in the offering plates 
or return them to the church office. 

May Minute for Mission 
On May 12, Linda Chappel 
will talk about SHAPE NC, a 
program in its second year 
developed by the Child Care 
Services Association.  SHAPE is focused on reducing 
childhood obesity, a project that could impact 
children's health and wellbeing statewide.  In 
combination, CCSA has continued to grow their child 
care Meal Services Program, which provides nutritious 
meal and snacks to 1500 children over a three county 
area.  In all cases, CCSA and SHAPE focus on a child's 
earliest years in order to build a healthy foundation 
for the child.  Checks should be made out to WSBC, 
with “SHAPE” on the memo line. 

May Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side 
foyer and the Fellowship Hall 
collect school supplies for the youth 
to take to El Salvador on their 
upcoming trip.  Items requested include spiral bound 
notebooks, #2 pencils, pens, Crayola markers, 
backpacks (new only), erasers, scissors, highlighters, 
pencil pouches (not plastic), lined paper, and colored 
pencils.  Questions?  Contact David Heist 
(david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367).  

A Space for Reflecting on Immigration Issues 
An eight-week Sunday School series exploring the 
challenges caused by current global migration from a 
Christian perspective.  Our objective is to create a 
space to reflect on how to build a beloved community 
with justice for all, including immigrants.  Using the 
study guide, For You Were Once a Stranger: 
Immigration in the US through the Lens of Faith, we 
address the complexity of immigration issues.  The 
class meets in the Chapel during Sunday School each 
week through May 19.  For more information, contact 

Rebeca Olmedo, roselolmedo@gmail.com or Allyn 
Damman, allyn.meredith@gmail.com.  

Creation Care Ministry 
How YOU can help protect our 
food supply! 

Scientists are predicting a collapse of nature’s 
ecosystems if we don’t act fast to stem the decline of 
insects like bees and butterflies. These pollinators are 
essential to our food system -- but they’re dying at 
alarming rates. A key culprit is the massive overuse of 
toxic pesticides like glyphosate -- a.k.a. Monsanto’s 
Roundup® -- and bee-killing neonicotinoids, used on 
farms and in urban landscapes. California lost 86% of 
its monarch butterflies in the past year alone. 
Roundup wipes out milkweed, the only food young 
monarchs eat. YOU can pledge to eliminate toxic 
pesticides from your yard and garden. Here is a link to 
find alternatives: https://www.ecowatch.com/12-
ways-to-get-rid-of-weeds-without-using-roundup-
1891166153.html. Watch for opportunities to write to 
your NC elected officials and to members of Congress 
to stem the control of pesticides before time runs out. 
Excerpted from Friends of the Earth Action newsletter, 
a nonprofit advocacy group founded in 1969. 

A Grand Day Out at the Durham CROP Walk 
Thank you to everyone who joined or sponsored 
Team Watts Street in the Durham CROP Walk on April 
7.  We had at least 40 walkers from Watts Street and 
raised close to $3,000 to support Church World 
Service's efforts to reduce hunger in our community 
and around the world.  Way to go!!! 
 
 

Reaching Out... 

mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
mailto:roselolmedo@gmail.com
mailto:allyn.meredith@gmail.com
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Wednesday, May 1 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  Last of The Blond 

Bombshells 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, May 2 
 5:30 p.m. Creation Care Ministry Meeting 
Sunday, May 5 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Youth Spring “Bucket Auction” Fund-

raiser 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, May 6 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Creation Care Ministry Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, May 7 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, May 8 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Baltimore Team Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, May 9 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Sunday, May 12 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth Group 
Monday, May 13 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee  
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee  
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, May 14 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, May 15 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music Celebration 

 6:30 p.m. Supper 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Saturday, May 18 
 6:30 p.m. Out & About at the Drennans’ home 
Sunday, May 19 
 8:00 a.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 P.M. Spring Church Meeting & Lunch 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth Group 
Monday, May 20 
 12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Denominational Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group  
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, May 21 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating Council 
 12:00 p.m.  Book Club: Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, May 22 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, May 23 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Sunday, May 26  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper Preaching 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, May 27—Memorial Day 
Holiday—OFFICE CLOSED 
Tuesday, May 28 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, May 29 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
 
 

Calendar 

Staff News 
Bobby Sturdivant celebrates his birthday on May 4. 
Esther Soud Parker celebrates her ordination anniver-
sary on May 18. 
Kelly Sasser celebrates his ordination anniversary on 
May 24. 
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All Ages Beach Retreat 2020 Dates: 

April 17-19 
Mark your calendars now!   

(This is one week earlier than usual.) 
 
 

Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
May 5 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Adam Tatum 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy 
Lock up: Michael Wong 
Sound System: David Tatum 

May 12 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers:  Joe Gary, Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery:  Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler,  

Michelle Roach 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open, Henry Mitchell 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

May 19 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,  

Bob Hellwig, Danny McKinney 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery:  Olivia Johnson, Shanessa Pride, John Rublein,  

Tina Ward 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Rachel Sauls, Caden Smith 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Ike Mitchell, Eva Brantley 
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

May 26 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Danny McKinney,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Open 
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

Church News 
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Dayspring 
Summer Sunday School, Dayspring, begins June 23.  
Children’s classes are combined in the summer with the 
theme Living in the Land from the Shine curriculum.  It 
takes many volunteers to teach our children over the 
summer months.  If you would like to volunteer in the 
classroom a few Sundays as a shepherd or a lead 
teacher, please contact Elizabeth Sasser or Esther Soud 
Parker.  http://bit.ly/WSBCsummer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
On Sunday, June 2, the Children’s Education Ministry 
committee host’s a Children’s Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast.  All Children’s Sunday School teachers, 
Second Hour Volunteers, and Children’s Music 
Volunteers are welcome to stop by the Fellowship Hall 
anytime between 8:45 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. for breakfast.  
We are grateful for your leadership with our children!  

Second Hour Ministry 
Do you like to read to children? Rock babies?  Sing Jesus 
Loves Me?  Push children in swings?  We have openings 
in our Second Hour Ministry for the summer and the 
2019/2020 church year.  Join us as we nurture our 
youngest each week during worship.  Contact Esther 
Soud Parker to volunteer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Register Now for Vacation Bible School – June 
16-20 
Who is My Neighbor?  Learning to Love Like Jesus is this 
year’s VBS theme.  Through five Bible stories, Who Is My 
Neighbor VBS leads children on a journey to discover 
more about God’s great love. From looking at how to be 

a neighbor and diving into what it means to live out our 
faith, this interactive VBS series will lead children 
through Bible stories focused on God’s care and 
compassion for neighbors close at hand and around the 
world.  We invite children, 3 years to fifth graders, to 
join us as we discover neighbors near and far.  It takes 
many adult and youth volunteers to help make this 
year’s VBS a success.  If you can volunteer for this fun 
week of VBS, please contact Kacey Reynolds Schedler or 
Esther Soud Parker.  Children’s registration forms are on 
the children’s table in the preschool hall. 

2019 PASSPORTkids Camp 
The 2019 camp theme is FEARLESS: Stay Awake. Stand 
Firm. Be Brave. Love Always.  In a world that seems to 
be telling us to fear more and love others less, Jesus 
calls us to an alternative way of living.  Our lives can be 
radically changed as we notice God at work around us, 
continue to grow in our faith, gather our strength from 
God, and let love permeate all that we do.  Using 1 
Corinthians 16:13-14 (CEB) as a theme verse and outline 
for the week, campers will be challenged as they dig 
into this passage (and others) to explore what Paul 
meant when he called us all to live a faith that is based 
in love, not in fear.  When we are FEARLESS we can 
LOVE MORE and FEAR LESS. 
 

Final payment for camp is $210.00 and is due by May 5.     
 
 

Children’s Ministry 

http://bit.ly/WSBCsummer
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Spring Church Lunch Fund-raiser 
The El Salvador Trip Team is serving the meal at the 
Spring Church Meeting on May 19.  Youth, if you can 
serve on the wait staff, please contact Kelly.  Parents, 
we need your help with food prep, serving, and clean-
up.  Check your email soon for an online sign-up page.  
Tips and donations from the lunch go to support our 
trip to El Salvador this summer. 

Sunday, June 9 is Graduate Sunday! 
High school seniors, we would like 
to honor you with a special 
recognition during the morning 
worship service!  Please bring 
your cap and gown and meet in 
the chapel at 10:45 a.m.  After 
the service, we’ll go out to lunch and celebrate!  Your 
families are invited to come, too!  Congratulations on 
your accomplishments!  We are very proud of you! 

Mark Your Calendars for “The Wattsies”! 
All youth, parents, and youth ministry volunteers are 
cordially invited to the umpteenth annual Wattsie 
Awards/End of the Year Youth Ministry Celebration on 
Sunday, June 9!  The party runs from 4:30-7 p.m. at the 
clubhouse in Grace McDaniel’s neighborhood (check 
your email for driving directions.)  
Bring a potluck dish to share and 
join us for a preview of our 
Summer 2019 activities, 
presentations of “Wattsie” 
awards, and a special tribute to 
the Class of 2019!      

Thanks to the WSBC Youth for leading the chapel service  
at the Murdoch Center on April 10! 

Summer 2019 All Youth Service/Learning Trip 
June 29-July 6 
The Center, Baltimore, MD 
https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve 
An urban service/learning experience for both Middle 
and High School students in Baltimore with sight-
seeing in Washington, D.C. 
Information Flier: http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-
trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/ 
Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 8 at 6:15 p.m. in the 
Youth Room.  Bring a parent! 
 

Senior High  
Experiencing El Salvador 
with Emmanuel 
July 30-August 5 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Information Flier: http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-
high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/ 
Next Team Meeting: Sunday, May 19 (Spring Church 
Meeting Lunch fund-raiser.)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Ministry 

Host the Youth?   
On Sunday nights during the summer, our youth 
group goes on tour!  Each week we have youth 
group in the home of a different church member.  
If you’d be willing to host us one night, please let 
Kelly know.  We meet from 5 to 7 p.m. with a 
light supper included.  Open dates are: June 16, 
June 23, July 7, July 14, July 21, and August 11. 

https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve
http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
JUNE 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
MAY 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

 
Welcoming and Affirming 
There are many ways to describe Watts Street Baptist 
Church, but one of the very intentional ways we have cho-
sen to identify ourselves is by being a Welcoming and 
Affirming congregation particularly to those who identify 
along the LGBTQ spectrum.  Like our lives of faith itself, this 
is a journey that we will always be on—never fully “arriving” 
at a place where we no longer need growth or learning.  This 
past month we have structured some conversations as part 
of this ongoing journey and have intentionally begun with 
those who identify as LGBTQ.  This group has gathered twice 
and been strengthened by hearing each others’ stories and 
acknowledging the many ways “welcoming and affirming” is 
lived out at Watts Street as well as thinking about ways we 
can continue to grow.  We’re still determining next steps 
which will include broadening the conversation to allies and 
the wider congregation, but wanted to share about these 
important and ongoing initial conversations.  In the end, we 
will not have arrived, but hopefully we will always be about 
opening doors and clearing pathways to continue on this 
journey together. We will find new and exciting ways to be 
humbled and do justice and love mercy as we walk together 
as one small part of the beloved community of God. Keep 
your eyes open for opportunities to participate. 

Denominational Advocacy Update 
As we shared in recent months, our current designated fi-
nancial contribution to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF) includes $750 to the newly formed Affirming Network 
(AFN).  They have recently published information about 

their work as they continue to organize.  Here is a little more 
about them in their own words: 

The Affirming Network…will serve as an official group and 
communal space of affirming CBF churches/leaders including 
LGBTQ folk and allies. The network will create and sustain an 
authentic voice and presence of LGBTQ congregants and 
leaders as advocates within the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship. We will provide a safe space for new and emerging 
LGBTQ church leaders who seek mentoring and advice from 
seasoned pastors who are fully open and affirming.   

The Affirming Network officially acknowledges the place of 
LGBTQ individuals and their allies within the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship’s broad community. The Affirming Net-
work will create a foundation from which LGBTQ church 
members and leaders can speak to their own unique experi-
ences and advocate for full inclusion at CBF’s national level 
but more importantly, at the church level. This is where true 
heart-changing occurs because within churches, folk develop 
relationships with each other that erodes the “us and them” 
mentality. 

We are not a “token” network for LGBTQ+ folk within CBF.  
One of our strategic goals is to have the homophobic lan-
guage of the Implementation Procedure removed and public-
ly denounced by CBF leadership.   

AFN will lead a workshop, hold a working session and host 
an offsite supper during this summer’s CBF General Assembly 
in Birmingham in June.  If you have questions or need further 
clarification, the AFN leadership welcomes you to be in touch 
with them.  (The church office has their contact information.) 


