
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“…who was I that I could hinder God?”  
Acts 11:17 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 19, 2019 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Hymn to Joy” ..............................................................................Donald Busarow 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Praise the Lord from the heavens;        (from Psalm 148) 
People: Praise God from the skies above! 

Minister: Praise the Lord, angels and all the hosts of heaven; 

People: Praise God, sun and moon, and shining stars! 

Minister: Praise the Lord, animals and birds, reptiles and fish; 

People: Praise God, kings of the earth and people everywhere, old and young together! 

Minister: Let all the earth bring praise to God, at whose word creation came into being. 

People: We gather to praise and worship our God.  Praise the Lord!  

*Hymn 56: “For the Beauty of the Earth” ......................................................................... DIX 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  As we enter into a time of prayer, let us open up the doors of our hearts to the 

life-giving love of God and hear again the call of Christ to “love one another.”  

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

 

 
 

*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.    



Corporate Confession:  Holy God, your love knows no bounds.  Forgive us when we try 

to confine it.  Your grace is for all people.  Forgive us when we try to restrain it.  

Your Spirit beckons us to follow.  Forgive us when we choose not to listen.  Forgive 

us, God for the ways we fall short.  Set us free from our bondage, to love and serve 

you.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 13:33-35 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Epistle: Acts 11:1-18 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “God Loves Who?” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   It has been said that gratitude follows grace, like thunder follows lightning. 

People:  In response to God’s unconditional love, may the world know we belong to 

God by seeing our compassion, not condemnation; by experiencing our love 

and hope shared freely in Christ’s name. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Anthem:  “If Ye Love Me” ............................................................................... Philip Wilby 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and He shall give 

you another Comforter, That He may abide with you forever; E’en the Spirit of Truth.  

And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  I will not leave you 

comfortless.  I will come to you.  (John 14:15-18) 

 

 

 

 



*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*Reaffirming our Church Covenant (see insert) 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 687: “In Christ There Is No East or West” ................................................. ST. PETER 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Trumpet Tune” .................................................................................. Robert Lau 

 

Liturgist: Mitch Heflin 

Light Bearer: Eli Taylor 

Guest Organist: Susan Beschorner 

  
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, we 

enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 

 


