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Watts Street Baptist Church has
been in a covenant relationship with
Emmanuel Baptist Church in El
Salvador since 2007. The covenant
has six commitments that begins with
“Follow Jesus and announce the
Kingdom of God” and ends with
“Maintain a continuity of exchange
and visits, in order to carry over this
covenant to future generations.”
As part of our covenant, the El
Salvador committee has invited
Pastor Miguel Tomas Castro Garcia
and his wife Lidia to Watts Street as
our guests from April 3-10. Pastor
Miguel will be preaching on Sunday,
April 7, and he and Lidia may join us
for the Crop Walk, too! He will also
be part of the Reflecting on
Immigration Issues session during the
Sunday school hour.
Pastor Miguel will share his
experiences in El Salvador including
gang violence, peacemaking, Saint

Oscar Romero, and his vision for the
Kingdom of God. Lidia will share
her experiences with Education in El
Salvador. She has been coordinating
a scholarship program in EL Salvador
for many years in support of ensuring
that students have access to
education.
The Watts Street Youth Group
Seniors who are participating in the
upcoming trip to El Salvador will
meet with Pastor Miguel on Sunday
evening. He will discuss some of the
activities he has planned and how the
youth can connect with the people of
El Salvador.
Please plan to be a part of this
enriching time for the entire
congregation as we continue to grow
our relationship with our brothers and
sisters in El Salvador.
Clark Godfrey
El Salvador Mission Group
clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com
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Support Team Watts Street at the CROP Walk!
On Sunday, April 7. WSBC will be joining thousands of others in the annual
Durham CROP Walk to support Church World Service’s efforts to reduce hunger
in our community and world. Our team will meet for lunch in the fellowship hall
after worship, walk to Duke Chapel, and return through East Campus.
There are two ways you can support the CROP Walk. Join the team to raise
money and walk on April 7th. If you can't participate in the walk, donate to the
WSBC team. It is easy to do both on the WSBC team's homepage:
bit.ly/WSBCcropwalk. For questions, contact Greg Palmer (senorpalmer
@gmail.com) or visit wattsstreet.org.
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Watts Street Food Packers!
On Tuesday, March 26, Watts
Street volunteers helped assemble and
pack meals for delivery by Meals on
Wheels of Durham. Over 300 hot and
cold lunches are delivered daily. The
next Meals on Wheels packing day is
Tuesday, June 11. We car pool from
the Urban Avenue parking lot at 8:00
a.m. and drive to the MOW facility at
2522 Ross Road. The team returns to
the church by 10:00 a.m.
On Monday, March 25, another
team of Watts Streeters helped
package 100 grocery bags for the
Walltown Food Pantry at Asbury
United Methodist Church. Silvia
Belcher, Administrator of the food
pantry welcomed volunteers from St
John’s Missionary Baptist Church,
Beth El Synagogue, Bicknell, Asbury

United Methodist Church and Watts
Street. The next opportunity to help
assemble groceries for the Walltown
Pantry is Monday April 22 from
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. All ages are
welcome. To volunteer, contact Bob
Kruhm for details at (919)544-3719
or rkruhm@nc.rr.com.

More opportunities!
April 22 - Walltown
June 11 - MOW

Watts Streeters helped fill about
100 grocery bags at the Walltown
Food Pantry

Sanctuary Update and Action
Building on the March Forum on Sanctuary, an eight-weeks Sunday School class is meeting in the
chapel to continue discussing immigrants and current immigration policies. Some WSBC members are
already supporting our neighbor in sanctuary in Walltown.
Pastor Jose Chicas, 52, from El Salvador, has lived in the U.S. for over 30 years. He has been an
integral part of the local community, pastoring the Iglesia Evangélica Jesús el Pan de Vida in Raleigh,
and working as a custodian at a local church. Now, because of a 30-year-old deportation order, he is
living at the School for Conversion in Durham, in sanctuary. More information is available at
www.pastorjosechicas.org. Here are ways to help Pastor Jose:
 Help meet the family's need of $600 a month for basic support by chipping in between $10 to $50 a
month. Go to www.pastorjosechicas.org and click on "Donate."
 Help drop off weekly groceries or provide a meal. Go to www.pastorjosechicas.org and click on
"Support with a Meal." Groceries need to be delivered on Monday evenings.
 Get your car washed! Pastor Chicas is also a professional car washer - inside and out. It is
amazing! He washes the cars at 923 Onslow Street, where he is in sanctuary. Please call Pastor Jose
Chicas directly at (919) 390-5232 to arrange a time.
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My Community Experience:
W. E. Stanley Mission House
Imagine yourself sitting with your daughter
at Duke Medical Center. She has been in the
cancer unit – or the brain tumor unit or any
number of other units – for several weeks and
you know there’s quite a few more weeks to
come before she will be well enough to go home
- hopefully. Your home is a hundred miles
away or maybe even out of the country. You’ve
been staying in the waiting room or your
daughter’s hospital room since she was
admitted, renting a hotel room now and again so
you can take a shower and maybe get a better
night’s sleep when another family member is
able to relieve you. But that gets expensive in a
hurry and you’re also having to spend money
for food and parking. And while you
desperately need support, for other family
members to be with you adds to the already
overwhelming expenses. You need to focus on
your daughter, but other issues keep
intervening.
Then a young woman named Rosa, who
works for the Host Homes/Concierge Service at
Duke Medical Center, comes by one day and
says she has identified a house you can stay in
until you’re ready to go home, and if family
members come to visit, they can stay there, too.
You can cook and do laundry and take a shower
and sleep in a real bed. It becomes possible for
family members to swap off staying with your
daughter, to support each other and your
daughter, and it will be affordable because you
don’t have to pay rent.
So you make arrangements with Rosa to go
see the house and meet the people who manage
it. It’s right behind the church that owns it and
across the street from a school – what a joy to
see children out playing! It’s an old house, but
it’s warm and friendly, and so are the people
that welcome you in. There are some rules to
follow for the safety of the property and the
people staying there, but you know this is going
to make the hospital experience much more
bearable. You will be able to do a better job of

looking after yourself, and therefore, do a much
better job of looking after your daughter.
A month passes – maybe two – and finally
your daughter is released from the hospital, on
the road to recovery. You’re wondering what
you would have done if it had not been for this
wonderful old house. No matter how hard you
try to express your gratitude, there just are no
words that are adequate. So you shed a few
tears, exchange a few hugs, and take your
daughter home at last.
Managing the W. E. Stanley Mission
House, we have seen this scenario play out any
number of times. We have interacted with
families from many parts of this country and
with some from outside the country who have
come to Duke Medical Center in a desperate
search for life-saving treatment. It’s much the
same as Jenny Lee experienced years ago when
she was instrumental in starting the Host
Homes Program that was eventually turned over
to Duke to manage. Then Flora Stanley helped
restore the house behind the church in memory
of her husband W. E. Stanley, a Watts Street
member and social worker in Durham, and it
became the Mission House. And there have
been others who have helped to keep the facility
available – Christine Stocks for example, and
the many who continue to help with cleaning
and maintenance.
It is indeed a great privilege to be a part of
this ministry that extends the impact of WSBC
outside our walls and into the greater
community. As we often say, “It’s what
churches are supposed to do for a living!”
Ginny Wiggins and Becky Dodson
Co-Coordinators
W. E. Stanley Mission House
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Education Connection:
Volunteering at Lakewood Elementary School
Being a volunteer at Lakewood
Elementary School over the years has
been a joy for us and, we believe, has
helped keep us young at heart. Having
retired from Duke University, we
both became part of Duke University
Retiree Outreach (DURO).
Some opportunities for
volunteering are:
 Academic Assistance: DURO
members tutor in literacy and
math. They also assist in
computer and media classes,
proctor EOG tests, and more.
 Book Donations: DURO gives
one book per year to every
Lakewood student. In addition,
each spring Book Harvest comes
to school and each child can pick
out free books to take home for
summer reading. Our volunteers
are on hand to assist in this
effort. There is also a day set
aside for volunteers to go into the
classrooms and read stories to our
children.
 Health and Wellness: DURO
volunteers assist with the annual
Field Day and the Walk, Ride,
Run Day.
 School Beautification: Along with
the Duke Alumni Board and the
Duke Alumni Association, DURO
has built structures for the
playgrounds and the garden,
improved walkways, mulched
areas around trees and in the
playgrounds, and painted both
inside and outside the school.
 Family Food Program: Lakewood
is a Title 1 School; so many of our
students come from very poor
households. Some of our efforts

are directed at helping these food
insecure households by offering
a Family Food Program that
feeds 40 families (approximately
200 people) each weekend
during the school year. We send
food for 3 dinners, 2 breakfasts
and 2 lunches and include a fresh
vegetable or fruit and bread.
 School Garden: DURO
constructed one of the first
school gardens in Durham.
Today it maintains the beautiful
space and provides classes for
students after school, with the
help of a DURO-supported parttime garden coordinator.
If you would like to be a
volunteer at Lakewood Elementary
School, please contact Judy Berry at
jcandrcberry63@yahoo.com. You
do not have to be a Duke Retiree to
be part of this wonderful effort.
Thank you for considering this
opportunity.
Don Burdick
Judy Berry
DURO Volunteers

“Being a volunteer
…has helped keep
us young at heart.”

Ms. Austin’s Classroom at Lakewood Elementary School

Page 5

Compassion in Ac tion

2019 Chefs for Change!
A Strong Boost for Families Moving Forward
And they're off! The Chefs for Change fundraising dinner for Families Moving Forward (FMF) on
March 11 was a great success. Fabulous food, friends, and fun sums up their "fine dining with a
purpose" event. Chef Robert Adams and his team from Parizade put on quite a culinary show and the
programming for the evening featured a personal testimonial from Angel Vick. Angel is a current
member of FMF's Champions for Change advocacy group and a former guest at the family shelter.
This dinner raised over $6,800 through ticket sales and donations; in 2018, the Chefs for Change Series
raised over $100,000!
Chefs for Change had a sold-out crowd at their first dinner of 2019, and their record of selling out
to all of their previous Chefs for Change events indicates that if you want to attend, you better act
fast! Tickets are available on their website at fmfnc.org/chefsforchange; $50 of every $75 dinner
ticket is a tax-deductible donation! Doors open at 6:00 p.m. at the Rickhouse for a cocktail hour with
passed hors d'oeuvres and complimentary beer/wine, followed by a fine dining three or more course
dinner. Questions? Email FMF Development Director Shana Carignan at shana@fmfnc.org.

2019 Chefs for Change Dates and Chefs:
March 11, Chef Robert Adams of Parizade
(SOLD OUT)
 May 20, Chef Carrie Schleiffer of Alley Twenty
Six
 July 8, Chefs Ben Adams and Wyatt Dickson of
Picnic
 September 9, Chef Amy Tornquist of Watts
Grocery and Sage & Swift
 November 15, Chefs for Change Gala with heavy
hors d'oeuvres, desserts, live music and a silent
auction!


Durham CAN Launches Jobs and Living Wage Campaign
Fourteen WSBC members attended the Durham CAN (Congregations, Associations, Neighborhoods)
Public Assembly on March 21 at Monument of Faith Church in Durham. A total of 650 delegates heard
public officials commit to a pathway for hiring local workers and paying a living wage. All seven City
Council members agreed to doubling the size of the summer youth employment program.
Durham CAN announced it is looking for leaders to join a Research Action Team to explore a more
transparent incentive process for Durham City and County hiring of outside contractors. Watts Streeters
are invited to a meeting of this group on Thursday, April 25, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at Trinity Avenue
Presbyterian Church, 927 W Trinity Avenue. WSBC pledged four members to attend this meeting. If
you are interested, contact Bob Kruhm at (919)544-3719 or rkruhm@nc.rr.com.
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All Aboard for the Alliance Gathering in DC
Some of us thought it might be fun to take the train to DC for the upcoming annual Alliance of
Baptists Gathering in Washington, DC. The Gathering is from the 26th-28th of April. It is being held
at Calvary Baptist Church, 755 8th Street NW - right in the heart of the city. We won't need a car in
DC so thought a train ride would be a fun trip. The train leaves Durham at 9:27 a.m. and arrives in DC
at 5:15 p.m. Senior roundtrip fare is $106.20. Of course, we could also fly or drive, but the train puts
you right in the heart of DC. We need to arrange reservations, transportation and hotel
accommodations soon so if you are interested, please let Fran Langstaff or Emily and Ralph McCoy
know.
This year's theme is "What is Liberty without Liberation?” Workshops and Panel Discussions are
always interesting and invigorating. The theme seems particularly appropriate at this time. There will
also be a Liberty Dinner sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committee. With all the cases they are always
participating in before the U. S. Supreme Court, their speakers are always well informed and very
thought provoking.
We understand that the WSBC Beach Retreat is that same weekend but, if you are not going to the
Beach Retreat, please consider attending this Gathering. You will enjoy it and will be glad that you
attended.
Fran Langstaff
franlang@msn.com
Emily and Ralph McCoy
mccoy6320@gmail.com

Sojourners at Urban Ministries
The Sojourner’s Sunday School class, with help from others
in the church, organizes a meal for more than 200 people on the
third Thursday of every month at Urban Ministries. The sign in
the photo says "Thank you Watts Street Baptist Church. From
UMD". Pictured are the serving crew: Philip Patillo, Chris
Clifton, David Heist, Sara Patillo, and Kate Patillo, photo credit
to Ken Rhoads. If you would like to participate in this ministry,
please contact David Heist at david.heist@gmail.com.

Watts Street Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group Participates in 13th
Annual HKonJ People's Assembly
A dozen members of Watts Street joined hundreds of people in downtown Raleigh on
Saturday, February 9, where testimonies and speeches called for a continued push to expand health
care, voting rights and other steps to improve the lives of North Carolinians, particularly children.
The Historic Thousands on Jones Street (HKonJ) People’s Assembly Coalition is made up of the
more than 125 North Carolina NAACP branches, youth councils, and college chapters from across the
state and members of over 200 other social justice organizations.
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Threshold Clubhouse

Threshold Staff request the following items:
 Umbrellas
 Disposable rain jackets
(the Dollar Store kind)

 Toiletries (including
shaving razors)
 Canned food
 Hand towels

Mission Baskets
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367)

Threshold is another community ministry with roots at WSBC. In 1984, the structure behind the
church was named the W.E. Stanley Mission House and opened as a shelter for homeless women. At the
shelter, church members encountered homeless women who were experiencing psychotic symptoms and
had nowhere to go but the state mental hospital. The outcome was Threshold Clubhouse. To provide a
rehabilitation day program for persons with severe and persistent mental illness, Threshold was begun
under the auspices of the WSBC Board of Mission with the leadership of Shirley Strobel.* According to
several church members, Bob McClernon, WSBC Senior Minister at the time, provided very important
and strong support for the project. Over the years, Threshold has continued to help adults with severe
mental illness stay out of the hospital, succeed at work, advance their education, and reach their goals.
*Based on information from Telling the Stories: A History of Watts Street Baptist Church, Warner Ragsdale and
Shirley Strobel, 1998 (a copy of this book can be found in the church library)
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Creation Care Ministry
Creation Care Ministry, formerly
known as the Environmental
Missions Group, is reforming and
reigniting its energies. I am sure that
you are aware of the dire crisis our
planet is in. The mission of Creation
Care Ministry is to acknowledge the
many issues facing God’s world –
the land, the sky, the waters, animals,
plants and people - and to plan and
implement concrete ways we as a
church community can address these
issues within the framework of our
faith. We believe that it is not only
our responsibility to care for God’s
creation, it is a joy to do so.
The nonprofit, Care of Creation,
has a powerful statement: The crisis
in creation is real. People, animals,
and plants are dying because we
human beings have abused God’s
world. But this is not the primary
reason for our work. This is what
makes us different from every other
“environmental” organization you
have encountered: We do what we do
because we love God and [God’s]
world. If there were no
environmental problems, we would
still be tending [God’s] world with
compassion and gentleness – and
asking you to do the same.
If you were at worship on March
th
24 , you will be familiar with
Creation Care Ministry’s Lenten
Challenge. You should also have

received a follow up email with the
information. We hope you will
join us in this challenge by
selecting a few actions that you
and your family will engage in that
will promote living with greater
compassion and gentleness
towards God’s creation. Most of
these activities are child-friendly as
well, so please involve the whole
family.
On April 12-14, you can also
choose to take part in Dine Out for
the Planet by enjoying an earthfriendly meal. Go to https://bit.ly
/2YqvOSa for more information.
Additionally, Durham Parks
and Rec will be hosting Earth
Day at Durham Central Park, 501
Foster Street, on Sunday, April
28th, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
This event is free, and will include
a parade, environmental education,
paper shredding, and more.
Please also note that a bulletin
board with helpful information is
maintained near the sanctuary.
Stop by when you have a chance!
Creation Care Ministry is eager
to do this work and we look
forward to doing it with you.
Please contact Joanna John to find
out more and/or to be involved.
Joanna John, Chair
Creation Care Ministry
joannaemorton@gmail.com

“We believe that it is
not only our
responsibility to care
for God’s creation, it
is a joy to do so.”

Missions Committee: 2018-2019 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair,
Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Bob Kruhm, Laura Lee, Lily Lehman, Amy Rublein,
Joy Turner, and Dan Winn. Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information about
Watts Street’s Missions.

