
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 14, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 14, 2019 

PALM SUNDAY 

GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Homeshare Durham – Joseph Barnes 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ............................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

JOURNEYING INTO JERUSALEM 

Introit (All Choirs): “Palm Sunday Processional” ..................... Daniel Greig and Jon Paige 

Sing and chant to the Son of David, bring unto the King a jubilant song.  Raise 

your voices, sing hosanna.  Sing hosanna, blessed is the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord.  Sing hosanna! 

Minister:   Rejoice, People of God!  Rejoice and praise God! 

People:    If we did not sing praise, the very stones would cry out. 

Minister:   Cry out, people of faith, for your Savior draws near to Jerusalem.  

People:    Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Minister:   Hosanna to the son of David!  

People:    Hosanna in the highest! 

*Processional Hymn 192: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ............................ ST. THEODULPH 

A Time with the Children – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Minister:  When the parade is over, do we pick up our lives, brush them off, and live in  

the old way?  Do we toss our palm branches aside, so we can grasp the seductions of 

the world?  As we begin the journey through the holiest of weeks, let us speak the 

truth as we offer our confessions to God, first in silence. 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  We eagerly welcome Jesus, until he refuses the power we offer 

him, choosing instead to become our servant.  We pick up the faith we had laid on the 

ground before him and put it back on the shelf.  Our pride keeps us from being able to 

follow Jesus all the way to Calvary.  Hosanna, Steadfast God, save us!  Help us to 

move beyond our fears and faithlessness so we may stand with Jesus, who comes in 

your name, in your glory, in your grace to save us.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

NURTURING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Old Testament: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 19:28-40 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Great Expectations” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  The crowds offered you their coats to walk on, they waved palm branches, 

honoring your presence. 

People:  Today we honor you, Lord, and lay our tithes and offerings before you as 

tokens of our love for your King of kings.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem (Chancel Choir):  “Hosanna to the Son of David” ........................... Healey Willan 

Hosanna to the Son of David.  Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord, 

O King of Israel: Hosanna in the highest.  (Matthew 21:9) 

 

 

 

 

 



*People sing: “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” (Hymn 180, st.3) .... ST. FLAVIAN 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

JOURNEYING FORTH IN FAITH INTO HOLY WEEK  

Litany (see insert) 

Invitation 

*Hymn 200: “What Wondrous Love Is This” ............................................WONDROUS LOVE 

Benediction 

Choral Response (Chancel Choir): “Christ We Do All Adore Thee” ....... Théodore Dubois 
Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi, quia per sanctam Crucem tuam redemisti mundum.   

Christ, we do all adore Thee, because by Thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.  

(from The Seven Last Words of Christ) 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Our hosannas sung, our palms waved, let us go with passion into this week.  It is a time for 

preparation . . . each of us must stand beneath the tree and watch the dying if we are to be 

there when the stone is rolled away.  The only road to Easter morning is through the 

unrelenting shadows of that Friday.  Only then will the alleluias be sung; only then will the 

dancing begin. —Ann Weems 
 

Cover art: "God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord" by Annie Vallotton 
 

As you leave today, please leave your palm branches at the exit doors.   

They will be used for a worship service this evening at the Raleigh Women’s Prison. 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 

Litany for the Beginning of Holy Week 

 

People: He comes to you on a colt never ridden, his face set before you like flint.  O 

God, you are our help!  Tell us:  Who is this carpenter-king whom we hail? 

What is this day that has swept us away? 

Reader:  Do you not recognize the Bethlehem baby, who arrived to the singing of 

anthems and slept in the silence of awe?  The baby who inspired the joy of the 

angels and kindled the hope of the peoples?  Glory to you in the highest, and 

peace to all on earth! 

Reader: Do you not recognize the temple youth, who questioned the answers of sages 

and answered the questions of teachers?  The youth who amazed the minds of 

the elders and astonished the hearts of his parents?  

Reader: And do you not recognize the Nazareth prophet, who proclaimed release to 

the captives and demanded relief for the poor?  The prophet who preached 

salvation for our foes and was thrown out of our city?  Who is he to be 

glorified?  How can he be the Chosen One? 

Reader: And do you not recognize this messiah, who was anointed by a woman’s 

hand, who established the kingdom for servants and sinners?  The messiah 

who sleeps in the house of outcasts and feasts at the table of fools?  Who is he 

to be glorified?  How can he be the Chosen One?  O God, tell us:  How can 

we hail this carpenter-king or honor this day that has swept us away? 

People: He comes to us on a colt that none has ever ridden.  How soon will we take 

him to the tomb where none has ever lain? 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


