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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 7, 2019 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Welcome to Pastor Miguel Tomás Castro and Lidia Mendez Castro  

and Affirmation of our Sister Church Covenant with Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel (see insert) 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” ............................................ Healey Willan 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Do not remember the ways of the past;           (from Isaiah 43:18-19) 

People:  Do not consider the things of old. 

Minister:  For God is about to do a new thing; 

People:   It is springing up all around us! 

Minister: God will make a way through the wilderness; 

People: God will lead us through the deserted places. 

Minister: Come, follow Christ, who is leading us into new life; 

People: Come, worship God, whose presence is with us always. 

*Hymn 6: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” .............................. MIT FREUDEN ZART 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  As we center ourselves in prayer, let us consider the depth of our relationships  

with those we encounter and with the One who calls us to faith.  We offer our prayers 

of confession, first in silence.  

 

___________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  We confess, Anointed One, that we excuse ourselves from  

reaching out to those who need your care.  We take your words – that there will 

always be unmet needs – as a reason not to try to meet the needs we can.  Forgive us 

and help us to change.  Call us into your way of life, in which we truly love one 

another and welcome those we meet freely and extravagantly, as though we were 

encountering you, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel:  John 12:1-8 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Epistle:  Philippians 3:4b-14 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon – Pastor Miguel Tomás Castro 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: If we want to know you, Generous God, we must see you in those all  

  around us.     

People: If we want to serve you, we must share that which is most important to us, 

even our material resources, so that blessings of hope and life might be 

offered to those in need and the world will be filled with the fragrance  

  of your love. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “Adoramus te, Christe” ........................................................... Clemens non Papa 
Adoramus te, Christe et benedicimus tibi, quia per sanctam crucem tuam redemisti 

mundum.  We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, because by Thy holy Cross Thou 

hast redeemed the world.   (Antiphon for Good Friday) 

 



*People sing: “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” (Hymn 180, st.3) .... ST. FLAVIAN 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread 

and the cup and return to your seats by the side aisles. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 536: “Pues Si Vivimos (When We Are Living)” ........................ SOMOS DEL SEÑOR 

(Stanzas 1 and 2) 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “O Sacred Head, Sore Wounded” ............................... Johann Philipp Kirnberger 
 

 

 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Sister Church Covenant Agreement 
 

Watts Street Baptist Church (WSBC), Durham, North Carolina, USA 
Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel (IBE), San Salvador, El Salvador 

 
Minister:  Today, we covenant together to: 
 
People: "Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before our God."  

(Micah 6:8) 
 
Minister: In this spirit, both of our churches commit to: 
 
People: Follow Jesus and announce the Kingdom of God. 
 

Pray regularly for each other's congregation and their individual 
members. 

 
Work together for peace in Durham, San Salvador, and 
everywhere. 

 
Promote mutuality in our relationship, knowing that God has given 
each of our congregations and members unique gifts and 
experiences from which we can share and learn mutually. 

 
Work together to support each other’s mission work, especially 
bringing good news to the poor. 

 
Maintain a continuity of exchange and visits, in order to carry over 
this covenant to future generations. 

 
Ministers: We ask for God’s continued presence and guidance in keeping this 

covenant together as we celebrate our unity in Christ.  
    

      



 

examen 
 

The Examen is a contemplative prayer of consciousness during which 
one reflects on the current day and its ordinary moments, illustrating 
the subtle and surprising ways God speaks. It is a way of practicing 
awareness of God in the everyday circumstances of life.  

Instruction 

1. Become aware of God’s presence.  

2. Review the day with gratitude.  

o When were you most able to give and receive love today? Breathe 

in the gratitude you felt and receive life again from that moment.  

o When were you least able to give and receive love today? Relive the 

feelings without trying to change or fix it in any way. Take deep 

breaths and let God’s love fill you just as you are.  

3. Pay attention to your emotions.  

o What interior moods, feelings, urges, reactions, emotions and/or 

thought patterns are associated with your experiences of the day?  

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it.  

o It may have been a significant experience or feeling, or a seemingly 

insignificant experience or feeling. Cling to the truth of God’s loving 

care for you.  

5. Look toward tomorrow.  

As people who care about the spiritual life and who want to take action in the world, 
we must tend to and understand the blending of work in both areas—a practice some 
call contemplative action.  During the season of Lent we are offering ways to build 
your spiritual practices.  Each week we will offer bulletin inserts you can take home 
with you that teach a simple prayer practice for you to try during the week. 

 


