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The Season of Lent at Watts Street 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6 and spans 40 
days (symbolic of Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness) cli-
maxing with Holy Week.  The three traditional practices 
to be taken up with renewed vigor during Lent are 
prayer (justice toward God), fasting (justice toward 
self), and almsgiving (justice toward neighbor).  In mod-
ern times people often give up a “vice” and give the 
time or money spent doing that to charitable purposes.  
Others add a practice to their lives that will bring them 
closer to God.  The intent of all of this is a preparation 
to celebrate God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, 
and the resurrected life that we live, and hope for, as 
Christians.   

During the season of Lent at Watts Street, in addition 

to Dorisanne Cooper, we will be blessed in worship 

with a variety of different preachers, including our 

youth on Youth Sunday, Amy Armstrong, and Pastor 

Miguel Castro of our sister church Emmanuel Baptist in 

El Salvador.  To connect each of our Sundays we’ll be 

including in the bulletin a description of a particular 

prayer practice that you are invited to try during Lent.  

As part of our Journey Inward work, we want to keep 

adding to the toolboxes of our spiritual lives.  We hope 

you’ll read and take these resources with you and let 

them be a part of your journey leading up to Easter. 

Ash Wednesday is March 6 
6:00 p.m.—Service for Children and Families 
6:30 p.m.—All Ages Service 
Both services will include the imposition of ashes.  If 
you and your family are coming to the 6:00 p.m. ser-
vice, we invite you to bring a picnic supper and meet 
on the playground around 5:30 p.m., weather per-
mitting.  If it’s too cold or if it’s raining, we’ll meet in 
the fellowship hall. 

  

March 17 is Youth Sunday at WSBC 
“Your Face, Lord, Do I Seek…” (Psalm 27) 

Our youth serve as worship leaders on this day  
with the High School seniors offering reflections  

and the Youth Choir and Youth Group  
sharing songs of praise. 

March Sunday School Forums  
Mark your calendars to attend one of the March Sun-
day School Forums offered for adults on March 3, 10 
and 17 at 9:45 on Sunday mornings and learn about 
one of the following topics:   
 

Sanctuary Movement - The Bible has many commands 
and laws that deal with how to treat foreigners. These 
commandments may differ from current U.S. law and 
policy. How do we as Christians understand our calling 
to obey God in this matter while at the same time ful-
filling our role as citizens? How do we stop hateful acts, 
and encourage policies and practices that create safe, 
welcoming spaces for all people? How can our congre-
gation get involved and support the work people of 
faith are undertaking through the North Carolina Sanc-
tuary Coalition? These are some of the questions we 
will explore in the March Sunday School Forums. 
 

The Person in the Bible I Find Most Inspiring Is...  Many 
people in the Bible are challenged in their faith as they 
choose whether or not to follow God and decide how 
they will live their daily lives.  Each week during the 
March Forums we welcome two presenters from our 
congregation to share who they find most inspiring 
from the Bible.  We’ll meet for three weeks in the 
chapel to hear from presenters, ask questions and con-
sider who we might find most inspiring in the Bible.   

Have you signed up for the  
2019 All Ages Beach Retreat? 

Deadline is March 25.  See details on page 3! 
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Night Supper/Community Time 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
continue.  The supper line opens at 5:30.  Children 3 
years through 5th grade:  $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 3 eat free. Please 
make reservations in the Friendship Register by the 
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  At 6:00 p.m., we begin 
community time, then move on to age-level events:  
choirs for children, Youth Service Learning for youth, 
and For the Living of These Days for adults in the 
Chapel led by Dorisanne Cooper.   

Tai Chi on Tuesdays!   
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
and led by Barbara Karas, Tai Chi class meets on 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., in Room 201.  People of 
all ages and abilities are welcome.  For questions about 
the class or to sign up, contact Barbara (919-813-8922). 

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered 
by the Senior Adult Coordinating 
Council, is open to all.  Enjoy the movie, 
along with popcorn and soda, as well as 
time with your friends!  On March 6 ,at 
1:00 p.m., in room 102, we’ll enjoy Uncle Buck, a 
comedy with John Candy as an idle, good natured uncle 
who's left in charge of his nephew and nieces during a 
family crisis; a John Hughes film.  

Young Adult Ministry  
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  Join us for 
lunch at El Rodeo (3404 Westgate Drive near Target!) 
on Sunday, March 10 at 12:15 p.m.  For more 
information about our Young Adult Ministry, contact 
Blanche Williams (blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or 
Kelly Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, March 14 and 28 at 
7:15 a.m., at Elmo’s Diner.  
Questions?  Contact Alan Williams 
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).  

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, March 14 and 28, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 
115.  David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

 

Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, March 19 
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. in Room 102 
All are welcome to join this group in making plans for 
the Watts Street ministry with senior adults.  For more 
information, contact Kelly Sasser. 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, March 19, at 12 p.m., in the 
Church Library. 
The book for March is Pastrix by Nadia 
Bolz-Weber.  Emily McCoy (919-489-
0483, mccoy6320@gmail.com) serves 
as coordinator.  Drop-ins are always 
welcomed to this lively conversation! 

March Out & About 
Out and About on March 23.  Michael 
Wong and Brian Johnson will host 
WSBC's LGBTQ members and their 
friends.  We'll gather at their home, 
1110 Poplar St., Durham 27703, at 6 
p.m.  All are welcome at this potluck 
supper.  Bring food and drink to share.  
For more information call Gordon Whitaker (919-918-
3658).  

Temple Theater Trip  
Travel with your WS friends to 
Sanford on Friday, March 29.  We’ll 
meet at church at 8:30 a.m., enjoy 
lunch at the Tea Room, browse the 
shops, and then take in the 2:00 p.m. matinee of Big 
River, with lots of wonderful music!  Ticket 
cost:  $20.  Pick up a flyer from the foyers in the church 
building and turn in your check to the church office by 
March 20.  Contact Kathy Davis (919-383-7154) with 
questions. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 
Adult Education 

Committee  
for a wonderful 
Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 

on March 5! 

mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:AWilliams@ComfortMC.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi4wpLYmevgAhVNPN8KHReTBeYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Foutandaboutlgbt&psig=AOvVaw07h4Km8WcK1di4M7HkOJzI&ust=1551882155038199


Page 3 March 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Register Now for the Beach Retreat! 

April 26-28 
NC Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell (Oak Island, NC) 

Enjoy rich community time, intergenerational theme 
sessions, playing on the beach, long walks or bike rides, 
reading on the porches, the Saturday night Talent 
Xtravaganza, Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, 
and getting to know lots of WS people better as we 
work side by side on meals.  What a great time!  
Families and groups of friends have private rooms, with 
a private bath in the room or across the hall.  Youth 
stay in dormitory style rooms. 

Register online through our church website: 
www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  Pay with a credit card 
right on the website (via Paypal) or bring a check to the 
church.  Don’t let cost prohibit your participation, 
however, as scholarships are available.  Paper 
brochures/registration forms will soon be available at 
church.  Pick up a brochure or read the AABR webpage 
for more information.  Rooms are assigned as 
registration fees are received.  The registration 
deadline is March 25.  Questions?  Contact Kelly Sasser 
or Esther Soud Parker. 

March Worship 
 

March 3—"Journey Inward, Journey 
Outward, Journey Together” 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

March 10—Lent I—“The Spirit Is Willing”, Luke 4:1-13, 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

March 17—Youth Sunday, Psalm 27 

March 24—“Seriously”, Luke 13:1-9; Isaiah 55:1-9, 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

March 31—Amy Armstrong preaching 

Spring Forward! 
Remember to move your clocks ahead one 
hour on Saturday night, March 9.  This is 
also a great time to check the batteries in 
your smoke alarms. 

Denominational Discernment Update 
Limiting ministry positions based on whether someone is 
LGBTQ limits God’s work in the world and hinders the 
work toward Beloved Community to which we believe 
God calls us.  This sentence comes from letters Watts 
Street sent to two of our denominational partners.  The 
contributions that accompanied them were reduced and 
designated to areas within these groups that practice 
full LGBTQ inclusion.  We have removed the logos of all 
groups from our published materials, the 
Denominational Relations committee has begun 
organizing efforts around advocacy, and statements are 
ready to add to our website to reflect our decisions.  In 
our publicizing of any denominational meetings, we will 
also give clarifying information about events beyond just 
the date and place.  Each of these actions were part of 
our plan following the discernment process we 
undertook as a congregation last year.  Perhaps an 
equally important piece of communication is to continue 
to acknowledge among ourselves that the decisions we 
made were not the result of consensus agreement 
around the path we chose.  In fact it was an important 
part of the process to admit there wasn’t one path we 
all agreed was the right one, with multiple and very 
different feelings about how it should be changed.  A 
line from the report on the process reads, “We do not 
have a common understanding of the standards that 
should govern our denominational relationships and we 
are of varied minds on the ways we should live out our 
affirmation of LGBTQ communities.”  Even so, a strong 
majority of participants agreed either to affirm the 
presented denominational path or if they could not 
affirm it, to stay in community with those who do. 
 The report and summary sent to the congregation in 
December have been added to the official booklet for 
the church meeting. Please email Sherrill for copies if 
you would like to read them again.  Copies are also 
available in the church office.  These offer a picture of 
how we’re trying to balance the different ways we feel 
called to live out the gospel, even as we continue to 
navigate these paths together.  There is no doubt that 
community is messy work and it will always involve 
challenges and missteps.  And it is work that is worth it.  
I am grateful to those of you who continue to seek 
conversation and creativity in how we best walk forward 
together.  We must continue to share with one another 
our stories, thoughts, feelings and calls, living in hope 
that risking these together is part of how we will grow as 
a church, ever living and growing into who God calls us 
to be.  

Reaching In... 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/AABR
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A Space for Reflecting on Immigration Issues 
An eight week Sunday School series will explore the 
challenges caused by current global migration from a 
Christian perspective.  Our objective will be to create 
a space where we will reflect on how we might go 
about building a beloved community with justice for 
all, including immigrants.  Using the study guide, For 
You Were Once a Stranger: Immigration in the US 
through the Lens of Faith, we will address immigration 
issues in their complexity: “from powerful global 
economies to fast-changing local cultures, from 
international politics to family histories woven across 
borders, from worldwide patterns of migration to the 
very heart of American identity.”  This class will begin 
on March 24 and conclude May 19. 

March/April Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations for the Threshold 
Clubhouse.  Threshold’s mission is simple: Threshold 
helps adults in Durham, NC with severe mental illness 
stay out of the hospital, succeed at work, advance 
their education, and reach their goals.  Please see the 
list of items needed next to the baskets.  Questions?  
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475
-8367). 

March Minute for Mission 
On March 10, Demetrius Lynn, of the Durham Local 
Reentry Council and Chuck Manning, of the iTeam will 
speak at Watts Street about their respective 
organizations.  Watts Street has been a long-term 
supporter of DCIA and the Religious Coalition of Non-
Violent Durham, thus the interest in the activities of 
these two groups as they work together. 

The Local Reentry Council is an organized network of 
individuals and agencies that provide support and the 
coordination of services for recently incarcerated 
individuals.  The Council's vision for reentry is to 
provide opportunities for these people to successfully 
connect to society as productive members.  By 
promoting unwavering community support for these 
now returning individuals, the Reentry Council 
demonstrates an approach that seeks to reduce the 
likelihood of additional criminal behavior and 
recidivism. 

The Council and the iTeam coordinate their efforts in 
the latter's Welcome Home program, which includes a 
host of support and services.  One of the most 

important of these is the 20 hour one-on-one support 
for a recently released person by an individual with 
the same experience.  Also, the iTeam, with 
information from the Council, puts together Welcome 
Home Boxes that include gift cards (one for a portable 
phone and one for general amenities) along with 
many other items.  We hope to buy a significant 
number of these gift cards with the directed part of 
today's offering.  Checks should be made out to 
WSBC, with “gift cards” on the memo line. 

Environmental Mission Events 
Green Forum: Sustainability Expo on March 30th, from 
12 to 4 p.m., at The Scrap Exchange, 2050 Chapel Hill 
Rd.  Plan to attend this FREE event to find out about 
environmental organizations and businesses in the 
Triangle.  There will be interactive activities for 
participants of all ages, e.g. a plant sale and potting 
station, repair café (tools and experienced repair 
specialists to assist you in repairing something you 
thought you needed to toss), pots and planter 
decorating, and making your own t-shirt bags, etc!   

Earth Hour, March 30 (Sat), from 8:30 – 9:30 p.m.  
This worldwide hour of darkness joins people all over 
the world who turn off lights to show our resolve to 
change something in our lives to protect creation.  We 
are encouraged to use the time to spark 
conversations on the devastation of the planet and 
the urgent need to protect it.  

Faith Summit on Racism and Child Poverty 
Thursday, March 7 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Union Baptist.   
Co-sponsored by Watts Street Baptist Church 
https://www.euarofnc.org/faithsummit 

Special Honor for Mel Williams  
The Elna B.  Spaulding Conflict Resolution Center 
invites you to their annual fundraiser during which 
Rev. Mel Williams, Pastor Emeritus of Watts Street, 
will be honored with the Elna B. Spaulding Founder’s 
Award.  

 Partners for Peace Celebration 
Thursday, March 14, 2019 

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Hill House 

900 S. Duke Street in Durham, NC 
(919) 680-4575 

http://www.crc-mediation.org/events/ 

Reaching Out... 

tel:(919)%20475-8367
tel:(919)%20475-8367
https://www.euarofnc.org/faithsummit
http://www.crc-mediation.org/events/
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Saturday, March 2 
 9:00 a.m. Children leave for 

New Hope Camp 
Sunday, March 3 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. Children return from 

New Hope Camp 
 12:05 p.m. Gifts and Call 

Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 4 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 5 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 5:30 p.m. Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 
Wednesday, March 6 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  

Uncle Buck 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Ash 

Wednesday Service 
 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday 

Service 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Sunday, March 10 - Lent I 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching  
 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music 

Committee 
12:15 p.m.  Young Adult lunch at 

El Rodeo (Target) 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:15 p.m. Pop-Up Parent Night 

at Tamale Factory 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 11 
12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel 

Committee  
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education 
Ministry Committee  

 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 12 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education 

Ministry Committee 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds 

Committee 
Wednesday, March 13 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, March 14 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging 

Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Sunday, March 17—Lent II 

Youth Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. Youth Choir 

Rehearsal 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship  
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 18 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & 

Reconciliation 
Mission Group  

 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 19 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 10:00 a.m. Sr. Adult 

Coordinating Council 
 12:00 p.m.  Book Club: Pastrix by 

Nadia Bolz-Weber  
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, March 20 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers 

Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Saturday, March 23 
 6:00 p.m. Out & About at the 

Wong & Johnson 
home 

Sunday, March 24—Lent III 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 25 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 26 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, March 27 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, March 28 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging 

Gracefully 
Friday, March 29 
 9:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Trip to 

Temple Theatre  
Sunday, March 31  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Amy 

Armstrong preaching 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & 

Youth Group 
 
 
 

Calendar 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
March 3 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Robb Damman,  

Bob Hellwig, Danny McKinney 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Adam Tatum 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy 
Lock up: Michael Wong 
Sound System: David Tatum 

March 10 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers:  Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, Danny McKinney 

Michelle Roach, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery:  Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler,  

Michelle Roach 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Cathy Brennan 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

March 17 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery:  Olivia Johnson, Shanessa Pride, John Rublein,  

Tina Ward 

Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Rachel Sauls, Caden Smith 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Eva Irmy, Ike Mitchell 
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Henry Mitchell, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Worth Lutz 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

March 24 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Joe Gary, Danny McKinney,  

Michelle Roach, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Open 
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton 
Lock up: Deanna Branscom 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

March 31 
Greeters: Lisa & David Rhoades, Erin & Worth Lutz 
Ushers: Maggie Chotas, Rob Damman, Bob Hellwig 

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Laura Webb Smith 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Blanche Williams, Open, Open 
Toddlers: Valerie Fox, Hannah Barrett, Kira Arges 
Preschool II: Teri Russell, Open, Open 
Preschool III: Kyle Fox, Open, Open 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

Church News 

Scenes from the “Candyland” Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet… 
The Lollipop Guild, King Kandy, and our contestants, Ms. Lily and Adam 
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2019 PASSPORTkids Camp 
All 3rd – 5th graders are invited to attend this fun camp 
with church friends, July 16-19 in Spartanburg, SC.   

The 2019 camp theme is FEARLESS: Stay Awake. Stand 
Firm. Be Brave. Love Always.  In a world that seems to 
be telling us to fear more and love others less, Jesus calls 
us to an alternative way of living.  Our lives can be 
radically changed as we notice God at work around us, 
continue to grow in our faith, gather our strength from 
God, and let love permeate all that we do.  Using  
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (CEB) as a theme verse and 
outline for the week, campers will be challenged as they 
dig into this passage (and others) to explore what Paul 
meant when he called us all to live a faith that is based 
in love, not in fear.  When we are FEARLESS we can LOVE 
MORE and FEAR LESS.”  

Deposits of $100 are due by March 10.  Check out 
www.passportcamps.org or contact Esther for 
information on the camp.  In the meantime, save the 
date!    

Vacation Bible School 
June 16-20 
Who is My 
Neighbor?  Learning to Love 
Like Jesus is this year’s VBS 
theme.  Neighbors are more 
than people who live next 
door. Neighbors are more than people in our families or 
communities. Through five Bible stories, Who Is My 
Neighbor VBS leads children on a journey to discover 
more about God’s great love. From looking at how to be 
a neighbor to diving into what it means to live out our 
faith, this interactive VBS series will lead children deeply 
into Bible stories focused on God’s care and compassion 
for neighbors close at hand and around the world. 
Children, 3 years to 5th graders are invited to join us as 
we discover neighbors near and far.  

 

Save the Date 
March 10  $100 Deposit Due – PASSPORTkids Camp 
June 16-20  Vacation Bible School  
July 16-19  PASSPORTkids Camp 
 

Children’s Ministry 

Thank you... 
...What a gift it was to be with our church 
friends at the New Hope Camp Children’s 
Retreat! Through Bible stories, skits and 
other activities we learned we are all 
Standin’ in the Need of Prayer.  The sun 
came out in time for us to experience the 
labyrinth prayer walk under the trees, run 
in the field, play games and explore the 
area.  We made baby blankets and created 
cards to send to some of our homebound 
members.  At night, we warmed up by the 
bonfire, made yummy s’mores and sang 
silly camp songs.  Prayer Stations on Sun-
day morning guided us through The Lord’s 
Prayer.   Special thanks to our wonderful 
chaperone volunteers – Hope Durack, Matt 
Hanchey, John Rublein, and Rebecca Viver-
ette.  And to Laura Webb Smith and Jane 
Webb who treated us to delicious meals 
and snacks.    

http://www.passportcamps.org
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Sweetheart Banquet 2019: So Sweet!!! 
The Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet on 
February 17 was a sugary “sweet” success!  Our theme 
was “Candyland” and we journeyed through the 
Peppermint Forest, Molasses Swamp, the Ice Cream 
Sea, Lollipop Woods, and the Gumdrop Mountains.  
We met all sorts of characters along the way before 
King Kandy (Clarence Whitefield!) came to our rescue.  
In the end, we were reminded that “pleasant words 
are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and 
health to the body” (Proverbs 16:24) and “how sweet 
it is to be loved by you!” 

Very special thanks to: 
 all of our fabulous hosts, servers, corsage pinners, 

and cleaner-uppers 
 Blanche Williams for photography 
 our Wednesday Night Youth Service/Learning crew 

for coming up with all the creative ideas/story line 
 our hard working Saturday decorating team 

(special shout-out to Olivia Kirby Johnson for 
making all the 3-D hard candy decorations) 

 all of our actors and “volunteers” who helped 
make our “Candyland” experience come alive! 

 ALL 26 youth and 48 senior adults who participated 
in this year’s Sweetheart Banquet!!! 

 

Youth Discipleship Class  
If you are interested in talking about discipleship, 
church membership, and baptism but were unable to 
come to the classes in February, please let me 
know.  I’d be glad to set up another time to meet with 
you! - Kelly 

Getting Ready for Youth Sunday!  
We’d like for all WSBC youth to join us in the sanctuary 
on Sunday, March 17 at 9:00 a.m. as we prepare to 
lead the morning worship service.  Our High School 
seniors will be our featured worship leaders, the Youth 
Choir will sing, and we’ll also share additional songs, 
prayers, and readings.  Please make plans to attend! 

Pop-Up Parent Night - Sunday, March 10 
5:15-6:45 p.m. at Tamale Factory  
2816 Erwin Road #205 
Drop your youth off for youth group at 5 p.m. then 
come on over!  This is a great way to connect with 
other parents of teenagers and to enjoy an evening of 
good food and fellowship! 

Summer 2019 All Youth Service/Learning Trip 
June 29-July 6 
The Center, Baltimore, MD 
https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve 
An urban service/learning experience for both Middle 
and High School students in Baltimore with sight-
seeing in Washington, D.C. 

Information Flier: http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-
trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/ 

Registration: $75 deposit is due by Sunday, March 3. 

Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 8 at 6:15 p.m. in the 
Youth Room.  Bring a parent! 

Senior High Experiencing El 
Salvador with Emmanuel 
July 30-August 5 
San Salvador, El Salvador 

Information Flier: http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-
high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/ 

Registration: $75 deposit due now. 

First Team Meeting: Sunday, March 17 at 7:15 p.m. in 
the Youth Room.  Bring a parent! 

 

Youth Ministry 

https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve
http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/


Page 9 March 2019 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
APRIL 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
MARCH 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Tom Bloom 
 

Happy Birthday, Austin! 

 Who, you will ask, is Austin?  Our magnificent pipe organ, of course!  2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
installation of Austin Organs Opus 2501.   
 This year we will have three programs celebrating this milestone.  The three programs will be: 

1) Evensong for Ascension Day on Saturday, June 1, at 3:00 p.m.  This will involve the Handbell Choir as 
part of the Prelude and the Chancel Choir singing a Charles Villiers Stanford Evening Service.   

2) A guest recitalist on a Saturday in July or August. 
3) I will present an organ recital on Saturday, November 23, at 3:00 p.m.  The program will include some 

organ music history and many of the pieces you hear Sunday by Sunday, along with new pieces pre-
pared for the occasion. 

 We will also feature “did you know” snapshots about organs in general (did you know that pipe organs date 
back over 2000 years?) and Watts Street’s organ in particular (did you know that it is Watts Street’s second pipe 
organ?).   
 Over the course of more than 90 years, Watts Street has had 17 staff musicians dedicated to providing the fin-
est music, Sunday after Sunday, year after year, including services with music closely aligned with the scripture and 
theme of the service, and also offering many of the greatest masterworks of sacred repertoire.  The organ has al-
ways been an integral part of supporting and encouraging singing to the Glory of God. 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 
praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

Psalm 150:4 
 


