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Holy Week at Watts Street 
We conclude the season of Lent with several meaning-
ful services during Holy Week.  We invite you to jour-
ney with us as we move through the events of the last 
week of Jesus’ life and then celebrate in full our new 
life in Christ on Easter Sunday! 

Palm Sunday, April 14 
At the 11 a.m. worship service, we wave palm branches 
as we remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  Children 
help lead us in this tradition that churches the world 
over reenact on this day.  The Praise and Alleluia 
Choirs, the Youth Choir, and the Chancel Choir lead the 
Palm Sunday processional. 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 
A 5:30 p.m. foot washing service will take place in the 
sanctuary.  This service is especially good for families 
with young children, but all ages are invited. 

We gather at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary to remember 

the Last Supper.  Maundy Thursday takes its name 
from the Latin Dies Mandati, the day of command-
ment, referring to Jesus’ commandment that the disci-
ples love one another.  In the music, scripture, read-
ings, and sharing of the bread and cup of Christian 
communion, we will remember and give thanks.  

Good Friday, April 19 
Experience an exhibit of original artwork based on the 
Good Friday scripture readings and created by the 
members and friends of Watts Street Baptist Church.  A 
“visitors guide” will be provided with simple reflection 
questions based on the scriptures.  The church will be 
open from 4-7 p.m. (room location TBA).  Come by any-
time and allow at least 30-45 minutes to move through 
the gallery.  If you would like to contribute artwork to 
the exhibit, please see the article on page 3.  

Easter Sunday, April 21 
We gather on this day of the Resurrection, celebrating 
and anticipating an encounter with the Risen Lord.  We 
will bring out the Alleluia bells and festive music for the 
congregation (including hymns and Handel’s 
“Hallelujah”).  Be sure to bring an offering of fresh 
flowers for the decorating of the Cross. 
 

Support Team Watts Street at the CROP Walk!  
On Sunday, April 7, WSBC will participate in the annual 
Durham CROP Walk to support Church World Service’s 
efforts to reduce hunger in our community and world.  
Our team will meet for lunch in the fellowship hall after 
worship, walk to Duke Chapel, and return through East 
Campus.  To volunteer or to sponsor our team, contact 
Greg Palmer (senorpalmer@gmail.com) or visit 
www.wattsstreet.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Study Committee Appointed 
The past year has brought many changes in our church 
staff’s job responsibilities, beginning (but not ending) 
with Diane Hill’s retirement.  Every staff position has 
been affected.  The remaining staff members have tem-
porarily picked up other duties while we figure out as a 
congregation what our permanent staffing structure 
should look like.  To lead that effort, the Church Council 
has created a staffing study committee.  The committee 
holds its first meeting on March 31, and the target date 
for a final report is this fall. 

One important part of the study will be to solicit input 
from the congregation; stay tuned for more infor-
mation about the ways you will be invited to partici-
pate.  The committee members are Glen Clayton, Jim 
Drennan, Hope Williams Durack, Rebecca Olmedo, 
John Rublein, Dick Rumer, Amy Sauls, and Laura Webb 
Smith. 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Night Supper/Community Time 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
continue.  The supper line opens at 5:30.  Children 3 
years through 5th grade:  $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 3 eat free. Please 
make reservations in the Friendship Register by the 
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  At 6:00 p.m., we begin 
community time, then move on to age-level events:  
choirs for children, Youth Service Learning for youth, 
and For the Living of These Days for adults in the 
Chapel led by Dorisanne Cooper.   

Tai Chi on Tuesdays!   
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
and led by Barbara Karas, Tai Chi class meets on 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., in Room 201.  People of 
all ages and abilities are welcome.  For questions about 
the class or to sign up, contact Barbara (919-813-8922). 

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered by the Senior 
Adult Coordinating Council, is open to all.  Enjoy the 
movie, along with popcorn and soda, as well as time 
with your friends!  On April 3 ,at 1:00 p.m., in room 
102, we’ll enjoy Farenheit 451, Ray Bradbury's science 
fiction masterpiece about a future without books, 
starring Oskar Werner and Julie Christie.  

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, April 11 and 25 at 7:15 a.m., at Elmo’s Diner.  
Questions?  Contact Alan Williams 
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).  

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, April 11 and 25, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 115.  
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Spring Church Workday 
Mark your 
calendars for the 
morning of 
Saturday, April 13 
and plan to join 
your friends to 
enjoy working on the grounds of the church.  Bring your 
favorite yard tools!  Coffee and breakfast snacks will be 
available starting at 8:30 a.m.  Thanks to WS Building 
and Grounds Committee, chaired by Mack Wilkins, and 
the Garden Club, led by Emily McCoy, for coordinating 
this event.  

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, April 16, at 12 p.m., in the 
Church Library. 
The book for April is What Unites Us by 
Dan Rather & Elliott Kirschner.  Emily 
McCoy (mccoy6320@gmail.com, 919-
489-0483) serves as coordinator.  Drop-
ins are always welcomed to this lively conversation! 

Home Bound Ministry 
A recent report from the National Health Service of 
England states that loneliness can have a serious effect 
on health.  People can become isolated for many 
reasons – getting older or weaker, no longer being the 
hub of their family, leaving the workplace, the deaths 
of loved ones, disability or illness.  

Watts Street would like to start a regular visitation 
program to those members of our congregation who 
may be feeling lonely for these or other reasons.   

Would you be willing to give one morning or afternoon 
a month to make short visits to those who would 

appreciate a greeting from their church 
family?  This could be done on your own or 
with a partner. Usually, at the beginning of 
the week, there are lovely vases of flowers 
available for delivery.   

If you would like to be involved in this 
ministry or already make regular visits to home-bound 
members, please contact Emily McCoy, to express your 
interest or for more information.  
(mccoy6320@gmail.com, 919-489-0483).  

Graduating Senior in Your Family? 
If someone in your immediate family is graduating this 
Spring with a graduate or undergraduate degree, please 
send the information to the church office 
(sherrill@wattsstreet.org) for inclusion in the May 
WattsLine.  Include the student’s name, the degree, and 
the institution.  

April Worship  
 

April 7—Lent V, Pastor Miguel Tomás Castro preaching 

April 14—Palm Sunday, Luke 19:28-40, Dorisanne 
Cooper preaching 

April 21—Easter Sunday, Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-18,   
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

April 28— 2nd Sunday of Easter, Bill Salyers preaching 

 

mailto:AWilliams@ComfortMC.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
mailto:sherrill@wattsstreet.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl047msqDhAhVEzlkKHVZBBtIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpngtree.com%2Ffreepng%2Fhand-painted-flower-bouquet_1053617.html&psig=AOvVaw1eky2pdb1ensCrPXjw3wCy&ust=155
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The Water is 
Calling...and  
We Must Go! 

April 26-28, around 
125 of us will travel 
to Fort Caswell for 
the annual All Ages Beach Retreat!  All who have 
registered will soon receive room, food, and meal 
preparation assignments.  During our week-end 
together we’ll enjoy rich community time, 
intergenerational theme sessions, playing on the beach, 
long walks or bike rides, reading on the porches, the 
Saturday night Talent Xtravaganza, Sunday morning 
worship, spirited singing, and getting to know lots of 
WS people better as we work side by side on meals.  
Please pray for this group as we travel and as we spend 
time together.  More details about the retreat can be 
found at www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  Questions?  
Contact Kelly Sasser or Esther Soud Parker. 

Calling All Artists! (And We’re ALL Artists!) 
For our Good Friday service on April 
19, we would like to create an 
exhibit of original artwork by the 
members and friends of Watts Street 
Baptist Church.  Would you consider 
selecting one of the designated scripture passages 
(www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0545aaae23aa8-
invitation) and creating an artistic response through 

drawing, painting, sewing, sculpting, woodworking, 
stained glass, collages, photography, other?  Our goal is 
to create an art gallery that would invite viewers to 
reflect on and feel the power of the Good Friday 
scriptures.  Child, youth, adult, and senior adult artists 
(of all talent levels) welcome!  Most importantly, we 
hope this will be a spiritual experience for you as you 
meditate on the scriptures, choose a word or phrase 
that jumps out at you, respond artistically, and create 
your artwork during this season of Lent.  For more 
details or to sign up under your selected scripture 
passage, contact Esther Soud Parker or Kelly Sasser. 

Youth Spring “Bucket Auction” Fund-raiser!   
Sunday, May 5  
12:15 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

Enjoy an afternoon party with 
entertainment, finger foods, and sweet 
treats as you bid on some outstanding 
auction items.  We’ll have some big ticket 
items up for bid through a live auction as well as many 
baskets, gift certificates, and services available through 
bucket auction raffle.  Church family: if you’d like to 
make a donation for this year’s auction (ex. weekend at 
vacation home, tickets to an event, gift certificates, 
theme baskets, etc.), please sign up online 
(www.wattsstreet.org) or contact Kelly Sasser by April 
28.  All proceeds go to support our 2019 Youth Summer 
Mission Experiences.  Thank you for your support!  

Reaching In... 

From the WSBC Creation Care Ministry 
Reorganizing at WSBC, the former Environmental 
Mission Group, now Creation Care Ministry, has just 
issued a call for people to join the important mission of 
doing what we can to care for God’s world. If you 
weren’t present on March 24, please contact Joanna 
John, chair, at joannaemorton@gmail.com to find out 
more or to learn about the CCM Lenten Challenge for 
2019.  In addition, check out the two opportunities 
below to make a difference: 

March 30, Saturday: Green Forum: Sustainability Expo 
from 12:00-4:00 p.m., at The Scrap Exchange, 2050 
Chapel Hill Rd.  Plan to attend this FREE event to find 
out about environmental organizations and businesses 
in the Triangle.  There will be interactive activities for 
participants of all ages, eg. a plant sale and potting 

station, repair café (tools and experienced repair 
specialists to assist you in repairing something you 
thought you needed to toss), pots and planter 
decorating, and making your own t-shirt bags, etc!  

March 30, Saturday: Earth Hour from 
8:30 – 9:30 p.m.  This worldwide hour 
of darkness joins people all over the 
world who turn off lights to show our 
resolve to change something in our 
lives to protect creation. We are 
encouraged to use the time to spark 
conversations on climate change and pollution, i.e. the 
effects on plants, animals, and people and the urgent 
need to protect every living thing. (Feel free to move 
your time up if you have school-age children who can 
participate but need to get to bed.)  

Reaching Out... 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/AABR
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0545aaae23aa8-invitation
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0545aaae23aa8-invitation
http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:joannaemorton@gmail.com
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Connecting with Missions at WSBC  
Missions is a major component of WSBC’s presence in 
the community.  We are involved with so many 
groups that it can be difficult to know how to connect.  
The Missions Committee is inviting everyone to fill out 
a missions pledge form for the year to consider how 
one might be involved through education, 
participation, or prayer for our programs.  Place the 
forms included in your bulletin in the offering plates 
or return them to the church office. 

April Minute for Mission 
On April 14, Joseph Barnes will 
talk about Homeshare Durham, 
the first officially recognized 
homesharing program in North 
Carolina.  This way of living has been around for over 
30 years, and is a key component in the fight against 
homelessness and economic displacement.  There are 
certain eligibility requirements, and a covenant 
agreement is included.  Advantages include a reduced 
monthly rent and lower housing expenses for both 
parties, as well as the promotion of companionship, 
increased security, and in-kind services.  Checks 
should be made out to WSBC, with “homeshare” on 
the memo line. 

April Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side foyer and 
the Fellowship Hall collect donations for 
the Threshold Clubhouse.  Threshold’s 

mission is simple: Threshold helps adults in Durham, 
NC with severe mental illness stay out of the hospital, 
succeed at work, advance their education, and reach 
their goals.  Please see the list of items needed next 
to the baskets.  Questions?  Contact David Heist 
(david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367). 

Faith Connections on Mental Illness 
Our own John Oliver is speaking at the Faith 
Connections on Mental Health Annual Conference on 
April 5.  This year’s subject is Hope and Healing:  Faith 
Communities and the Suicide Crisis. Dr. Oliver’s topic is 
“Building Resilient Communities: Pastoral 
Engagement and Suicide Prevention.”  The event will 
be at St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Chapel Hill 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Please call or email Dan 
Winn (404-849-9118, dannwinn@yahoo.com) if you 
have any questions about registration or any other 
queries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Space for Reflecting on Immigration Issues 
Peace and Rec is offering an eight-week Sunday 
School class series to explore challenges caused by 
current global migration from a Christian 
perspective.      

Our objective is to create a space to reflect on how 
we might build a beloved community with justice for 
all, including immigrants. Using the study guide, For 
You Were Once a Stranger: Immigration in the US 
through the Lens of Faith, we will address immigration 
issues in their complexity: “from powerful global 
economies to fast-changing local cultures, from 
international politics to family histories woven across 
borders, from worldwide patterns of migration to the 
very heart of American identity.”  

Please use the following link to access the study 
guide, free of charge:  
https://www.ncchurches.org/resource/for-you-were
-once-a-stranger-immigration-in-the-u-s-through-the
-lens-of-faith/ 

The class began in the chapel March 24 and continues 
through May 19, during the Sunday School hour.  For 
more information, contact Rebeca Olmedo, 
roselolmedo@gmail.com or Allyn Damman, 
allyn.meredith@gmail.com.  

Emmanuel Baptist, Our Sister Church 
The El Salvador Committee is 
pleased to announce that WSBC will 
be hosting our friends, Pastor Miguel 
Tomas Castro, and his wife Lidia 
Mendez Castro, from our sister 
church, Emmanuel Baptist, in San 
Salvador.  They will meet with 

various groups and tour Durham from April 4-10, 
2019.  Pastor Miguel will preach during our April 7 
service and he and Lidia will talk with the Sunday 
school participants in “Reflecting on Immigration 
Issues” in the Chapel (all are welcome).  

Reaching Out... 

 

tel:(919)%20475-8367
https://www.ncchurches.org/resource/for-you-were-once-a-stranger-immigration-in-the-u-s-through-the-lens-of-faith/
https://www.ncchurches.org/resource/for-you-were-once-a-stranger-immigration-in-the-u-s-through-the-lens-of-faith/
https://www.ncchurches.org/resource/for-you-were-once-a-stranger-immigration-in-the-u-s-through-the-lens-of-faith/
mailto:roselolmedo@gmail.com
mailto:allyn.meredith@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8sY3KoaHhAhWKct8KHQUDBcoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcia.org%2Fhomesharedurham%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Yjo_9WezkA2LX7eI2iw_3&ust=1553739700609595
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Monday, April 1 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, April 2 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, April 3 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  Farenheit 451 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Sunday, April 7 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship—Pastor Miguel Tomás Castro 

preaching 
 12:15 p.m.  CROP Walk 
Monday, April 8 
12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee  
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee  
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, April 9 
 9:00 a.m. Staff—CPR/AED Training 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, April 10 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs / Holy week Quilt Skit 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, April 11 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Saturday, April 13 
 8:30 a.m. Spring Work Day 
Sunday, April 14—PALM SUNDAY 
 8:45 a.m. Handbell Small Group Rehearsal 
 9:10 a.m. Children’s, Youth and Adult choirs 

rehearse in sanctuary 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship  
 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth Group 

  
Monday, April 15 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Denominational Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group  
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, April 16 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 12:00 p.m.  Book Club: What Unites Us by Dan Rather 

& Elliott Kirschner  
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, April 17 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, April 18 
 5:30 p.m. Family Foot Washing Service 
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service of Communion 
Friday, April 19 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
Sunday, April 21—EASTER DAY 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Monday, April 22 
HOLIDAY—Church Office Closed 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, April 23 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, April 24 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, April 25 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Friday, April 26 
 6:00 p.m. All Ages Beach Retreat  
Saturday, April 27 
  All Ages Beach Retreat  
Sunday, April 28  
  All Ages Beach Retreat 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Bill Salyers Preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, April 29 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, April 30 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 

Calendar 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
April 7 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong,, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Adam Tatum 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy 
Lock up: Allyn Damman 
Sound System: David Tatum 

April 14 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers:  Joe Gary, Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery:  Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler,  

Michelle Roach 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open, Henry Mitchell 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Cathy Brennan 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

April 21 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,  

Bob Hellwig, Danny McKinney 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery:  Olivia Johnson, Shanessa Pride, John Rublein,  

Tina Ward 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Rachel Sauls, Caden Smith 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Ike Mitchell 
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

April 28 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,  

Danny McKinney, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Open 
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton 
Lock up: Steve Booth 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

Church News 

 
 

Update from Durham CAN Assembly 
At least 14 Watts Street Baptist Church members 
attended the Durham CAN (Congregations, Associations 
and Neighborhoods) Public Assembly on March 21 at 
Monument of Faith Church in Durham.  650 delegates 
heard public officials commit to a pathway to hiring local 
workers and paying a living wage. All seven City Council 
members agreed to doubling the size of the summer 
youth employment program. 
 

Some Sad News About Our Church Trees… 
At this writing, the city is taking down 
the two large oak trees in front of the 
church (on Watts Street).  Due to dis-
ease, a number of trees in the area are 
being taken down.  The stumps will be 
removed in the coming months.  We’ll 
miss the trees and the shade!     
 

 

Lenten Prayer 

Isaiah 58:6–9  

Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 

   and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
   and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
   and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 
   and not to turn away  

from your own flesh and blood? 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

   and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 

   and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 
Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 

   you will cry for help, and he will say:  
Here I am. 
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Vacation Bible School  
June 16-20 
Who is My Neighbor?  Learning 
to Love Like Jesus is this year’s 
VBS theme.  Neighbors are 
more than people who live 
next door. Neighbors are more than people in our 
families or communities. Through five Bible stories, Who 
Is My Neighbor VBS leads children on a journey to 
discover more about God’s great love. From looking at 
how to be a neighbor to diving into what it means to 
live out our faith, this interactive VBS series will lead 
children deeply into Bible stories focused on God’s care 
and compassion for neighbors close at hand and around 
the world. Children, 3 years to 5th graders are invited to 
join us as we discover neighbors near and far.  Contact 
Kacey Reynolds Schedler or Esther Soud Parker to 
volunteer and to sign up your child for a fun week of 
VBS!  

Dayspring 
Our summer Sunday School, Dayspring, begins June 
23.  Children’s classes are combined in the summer with 
the theme Living in the Land from the Shine 
curriculum.  It takes many volunteers to teach our 
children over the summer months.  If you would like to 
volunteer in the classroom a few Sundays as a shepherd 
or a lead teacher, please contact Elizabeth Sasser or 
Esther Soud Parker. 
 

2019 PASSPORTkids Camp 
All 3rd – 5th graders are invited to attend this fun camp 
with church friends, July 16-19 in Spartanburg, SC.  The 
2019 camp theme is FEARLESS: Stay Awake. Stand Firm. 
Be Brave. Love Always.  In a world that seems to be 
telling us to fear more and love others less, Jesus calls us 
to an alternative way of living.  Our lives can be radically 
changed as we notice God at work around us, continue 
to grow in our faith, gather our strength from God, and 
let love permeate all that we do.  Using  
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (CEB) as a theme verse and 
outline for the week, campers will be challenged as they 
dig into this passage (and others) to explore what Paul 
meant when he called us all to live a faith that is based 
in love, not in fear.  When we are FEARLESS we can LOVE 
MORE and FEAR LESS.”  

Deposits of $100 are due now!  Check out 
www.passportcamps.org or contact Esther for 
information on the camp.  In the meantime, save the 
date!    

Save the Date 
June 16-20  Vacation Bible School  
July 16-19  PASSPORTkids Camp 
Sept. 13-15 Camp Willow Run 

Children’s Ministry 

Thanks to Diana Jackson for sharing this wonderful  
picture of the Aging Gracefully group  

celebrating Peggy Parrish at 95! 

“Two and a half bubbles...and a POP!”   
A few of our esteemed youth making good use of 

candy leftover from the Sweetheart Banquet! 

http://www.passportcamps.org


Page 8 The WattsLine 

 

 

 
 

Celebrating Youth Sunday! 
The Youth Sunday services are always a highlight but 
even I was not prepared for what transpired on 
Sunday, March 17.  As you prayed, sang, and reflected 
on Psalm 27, those of us in the congregation indeed 
encountered “the face of God”!  Thank you to 
EVERYONE who participated.  The singing was 
especially good (very special thanks to Cara for her 
leadership), everyone who read or prayed spoke so 
clearly, the Time with Children was precious, and even 
our rookie ushers managed to gather up the offerings!   
And what can we say about our seniors: Kira, Georgia, 
Emerson, and Lily.  Each one of you had such a 
remarkable story to share – your reflections were so 
thoughtful and articulate, so vulnerable, so generous, 
and so powerful.  Thank you, thank you for your work, 
your courage, and your willingness to let God speak 
through you.   
- Kelly 
P.S.—If anyone missed it, be sure to contact the church 
office to request a CD recording of the service.  
 

Next Pop-Up Parent Night! 
Sunday, April 14 
5:15-6:45 pm at Pompieri Pizza  (102 City Hall Plaza) 
This is a great way to connect with other parents of 
teenagers and to enjoy an evening of good food and 
fellowship! 
 
 
 
 

Youth Service/Learning at Murdoch Center 
The Murdoch Developmental 
Center in Butner, NC is one of 
three state operated centers 
providing services and 
support to people with 
intellectual and 
developmental disabilities 

(IDD), complex behavioral challenges and or medical 
conditions whose clinical treatment needs cannot be 
supported in the community.  

On Wednesday, April 10, we’re leading the chapel 
service for the residents and staff.  Our Wednesday 
night Youth Service/Learning crew is planning songs, a 
skit, and interactive activities around the parable of 
the Good Samaritan.  We’ll leave WSBC by 6:00 p.m. 
and return by 8:15 p.m.  If you can participate, please 
sign up with Kelly! 

 

Summer 2019 All Youth  
Service/Learning Trip 
June 29-July 6 
The Center, Baltimore, MD 
https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve 
An urban service/learning experience for both Middle 
and High School students in Baltimore with sight-
seeing in Washington, D.C. 

Information Flier: http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-
trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/ 

Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 8 at 6:15 p.m. in the 
Youth Room.  Bring a parent! 

 

Senior High Experiencing  
El Salvador with Emmanuel 
July 30-August 5 
San Salvador, El Salvador 

Information Flier: http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-
high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/ 

Next Team Meeting: Sunday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Supper provided.  Pastor Miguel 
will be joining us!  Parents encouraged to attend this 
meeting. 
 

Youth Ministry 

 

https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve
http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/youth-trip-to-the-center-in-baltimore/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/
http://wattsstreet.org/event/senior-high-trip-to-el-salvador-2/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjhg4KRqKHhAhXiYt8KHUP3Cz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pompieripizza.com%2F&psig=AOvVaw1COdZo2PeAOJpVdMzeJu61&ust=1553741438294813
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Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
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Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
MAY 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
APRIL 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Dorisanne Cooper 
I’m still feeling the power of Youth Sunday worship from earlier this month.  I’m still holding on to the beauty and 

wonder of that morning and some of the things I learned from our amazing young people.  Of course, it wasn’t a surprise to 
me that the service Kelly and our young people put together was a good one with powerful singing, thoughtful reflections, 
well-prepared readings, etc.  I’ve naturally come to expect those things from these two Sundays each year and I don’t take 
them for granted.  It takes a lot of work to put together a worship service and when you’re working with so many moving 
parts and people it can be even more of a challenge.  So for a service to move beyond just “well put together” or “well led” is 
a beautiful thing.  And this one did. 

I am still marveling at the ways our seniors shared their thoughts in ways that weren’t just inspiring and meaningful, 
but instructive.  It was such a good reminder, for instance, that children notice when we tend to each other and take care of 
those within this community and outside of it.  It makes them trust that we’ll do that for them when they need it.  I’m grate-
ful for that reminder. 

That morning was also a good reminder of how hard it can be to grow up in these days.  While I don’t think anyone 
would think that reaching the age of 18 is somehow the pinnacle of the human journey, there is a lot we humans go through 
on our way to that milestone and we were powerfully reminded of that.  There are times, even years, in our lives when we 
flail and feel lost and overwhelmed, even with a church community around us.  Church is not an inoculation against suffering 
or pain for teenagers or adults.  And there’s a lot we can learn from teenagers who are navigating the journey of adolescence 
with grace and humor.   

Finally, it was a reminder of the importance and commitment that it takes to be in community.  Even a group that 
spend all kinds of time together and shares multiple experiences is not going to be homogenous in the way they experience 
or interpret things.  These youth reminded us that community doesn’t mean showing up just on the days that we feel like it.  
It has to be a commitment in good times and hard.  But it’s a commitment we can trust to provide a space for us to connect 
with each other and with God, to learn from each other and risk sharing who we are so that we might in fact find that it’s 
worth the challenge that we offer and experience together—to fashion of us a community that’s stronger for us all.  

Thank you Kelly, thank you adults who work with our youth, and thank you to our youth for taking the time to work 
not just on the discipline of leading us in worship, but reminding us of the beauty that comes when we work on being com-
munity together.  We have some incredible young people in this congregation, as varied as we are as a congregation our-
selves.  If we stay committed to them and they to us, God will be with us in the struggles and triumphs, mountaintop experi-
ences and heartbreaking losses, questions we have about ourselves or each other, and the connections that we make again 
and again seeking God’s path for us. 


