
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MARCH 31, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 31, 2019 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “O Lamb of God” ............................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Come as you are, broken and burdened, 

People:  And find healing in God’s goodness. 

Minister:  Come as you are, gifted and beloved, 

People:   And find purpose in God’s calling. 

Minister: Come as you are, weary and wary, 

People: And find comfort in God’s embrace. 

Minister: Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

People: And worship God with gladness.            

*Hymn 715: “Now Thank We All Our God”.................................................... NUN DANKET 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us take time to awaken our hearts and find our way home to the presence 

of the forgiving, reconciling love of God.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in 

silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

___________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Corporate Confession:  O God, who makes all things new, new stars, new dust, new life; 

 take our hearts, every hardened edge and measured beat, and create something new in 

us.  We need your newness, God, the rough parts of us made smooth; the stagnant, 

stirred; the stuck, freed; the unkind, forgiven.  And then, by the power of your Spirit, 

we need to be turned toward Love again. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Joshua 5:9-12 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Life Beyond Manna and Pig Slop”  

Silence 

Hymn 10: “Bring Many Names” .......................................................................WESTCHASE 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of the lost, the least, and all who long for home, thank you for 

welcoming us back.   

People: May we, in turn, extend your grace and generosity so that all may celebrate 

and rejoice in your presence forever.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” .......................................... Carl F. Mueller 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away 

from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 

and sinners shall be converted unto thee.   (Psalm 51:10-13) 

 

 

 



*People sing: “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” (Hymn 180, st.3) .... ST. FLAVIAN 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 518: “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” .............................................. BEGINNINGS 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Have Mercy Upon Me, O Lord” ..................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


lectio divina  
 

Lectio Divina, meaning “divine reading” or “sacred reading” is an ancient 
practice of praying the Holy Scripture.  

During Lectio Divina, the practitioner listens with the heart to the sacred 
text for what they hear being said to them through the text, with the aim of 
nourishing and deepening one’s relationship with God – moving from 
acquaintanceship to friendship to communion.  

You are invited to choose a verse or passage of scripture for this practice. 
You may also choose to focus on Luke 15:31-32, the final verses of the 
parable that is a part of our lectionary text this week: 

“Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 
is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.” 

Instruction 

1. Let yourself grow aware and present. Acknowledge the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. 

2. Read the sacred text. 

3. Listen for a word or phrase you hear being spoken to you. 

4. Share your heart-felt response to God. 

5. Rest in your experience with the sacred text with a grateful heart.  

As people who care about the spiritual life and who want to take action in the world, 
we must tend to and understand the blending of work in both areas—a practice some 
call contemplative action.  During the season of Lent we are offering ways to build 
your spiritual practices.  Each week we will offer bulletin inserts you can take home 
with you that teach a simple prayer practice for you to try during the week. 
 


