
 

 

 

 

MARCH 24, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 24, 2019 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “Wondrous Love” ............................................................................ Samuel Barber 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Come to the water, all you who thirst, 

People:  Let us drink deeply from the river of life. 

Minister:  Come to the water, all you who are weary, 

People:   Let us rest in the quiet pools of God’s love. 

Minister: Come to the water, all you who long for justice, 

People: Let us be renewed in God’s ever-flowing stream. 

Minister: For God is here among us, washing away the dust and grime of our lives, and 

pouring out the Spirit on all who thirst. 

People: Let us worship God together.           (Inspired by Isaiah 55:1-3) 

*Hymn 73: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ............................................ WELLESLEY 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us draw near to God, the source of every good gift.  We offer our prayers 

  of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

___________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Corporate Confession: 

Minister: God, we are thirsty and you call us to your waters.  But sometimes we try  

to quench our thirst from other sources.   

People:  Forgive us when we turn away from the living water that you offer.   

Minister:  God, we are hungry and you offer us bread without cost.  But sometimes we 

pay too much for food that does not nourish.   

People:   Forgive us when we do not accept your gracious provision.   

Minister: Forgive us for the ways we fail to trust you: 

People: Give us the wisdom to return to you and seek your mercy, for we know you 

will abundantly pardon.  In the Redeemer’s name, we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 55:1-9 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Luke 13:1-9 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Seriously” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

Hymn 463: “Renew Your Church” ................................................................... ALL IS WELL 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The prophet Isaiah asks, “Why do you spend your money for that which is not 

bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?” 

People: Lord, we long to return to you and invest ourselves in things that last and that 

bring lasting joy.  We seek you with all we have and all we are.  Amen. 



Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Wondrous Love” ................................................................ arr. Paul Christiansen 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, that caused the Lord of life to bear the heavy 

cross for my soul!  What wondrous love is this, O my soul, that Christ should lay aside 

his crown for my soul!  What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

*People sing: “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” (Hymn 180, st.3) .... ST. FLAVIAN 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Sounding the Call: Creation Care Ministry 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 464: “God of Grace and God of Glory” ........................................... CWM RHONDDA 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Wondrous Love” .......................................................................... Samuel Barber 
 

 

 

Cover: Tree of Life 2 by Karla Gudeon 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


welcoming prayer 

The purpose of the Welcoming Prayer is to deepen one’s relationship 

with God by consenting to God’s healing presence and action in the 

ordinary activities of daily life.  

The method of the Welcoming Prayer includes noticing the feelings, 

emotions, thoughts and sensations in your body, welcoming them, and 

then letting them go.  

Instruction 

When you have a particularly emotional experience in daily life, take a 

moment to be still and silent and follow these steps. 

1. Focus, feel and sink into the feelings, emotions, thoughts, sensations 

and commentaries in your body. 

2. Welcome God in the feelings, emotions, thoughts, commentaries or 

sensations in your body by saying, “Welcome.” 

3. Let go by repeating the following sentences: 

o “I let go of the desire for security, affection, control.” 

o “I let go of the desire to change this feeling/sensation.” 

As people who care about the spiritual life and who want to take action in the world, 
we must tend to and understand the blending of work in both areas—a practice some 
call contemplative action.  During the season of Lent we are offering ways to build 
your spiritual practices.  Each week we will offer bulletin inserts you can take home 
with you that teach a simple prayer practice for you to try during the week. 



 
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

NOTES: 

 Inserts: 

 Liturgical color: purple during Lent 

 Banner: 

 Sound needs:  

 Set-up: 

 Reserved pews:   

 

 

 
 

 


