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Would you become a pilgrim on the road of Love?   

The first condition is that you make yourself humble as dust and ashes. 

—Ansari of Herat 

GATHERING 

Farewell to Alleluias 

Minister:  Before Lent, we say goodbye to the Alleluia.  The word, always sung with joy 

and energy, means “praise God” in the Hebrew language.  The Church does 

not sing this song of joy during Lent, a season of penance and simplicity. 

Putting it aside gives greater delight to its return, when we sing many 

beautiful alleluias on Easter.   During the Middle Ages, many churches sang 

hymns praising the alleluia and wishing it well on its last day before Lent 

began.  Then it was “buried” for forty days.  

At this time, worshippers bring their Alleluia bells to the front and place them in the 

Alleluia bag, which will be hidden until Easter Day.  We also change the paraments to 

purple at this time. 

People:   Lord of joyful noise, God of solemn silence, today we bury this word of praise 

so we can turn our thoughts to the inward and outward work of this season of 

Lent.  We thank you that you walk with us in this season and that you are a 

loving and forgiving God.  Give us a good and holy Lent and when Lent is 

finished, bring us back to this place to claim our Easter joy.  We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Prelude: “I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” ..................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

Invitation to Worship 

Minister: Yet even now, says the Holy One, return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your 

clothing. 

People: Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, and relents from 

punishing. (Joel 2:12-13) 

*Hymn: “Come Ye Sinners Poor and Needy” (see insert) ........................................... ARISE 
________________________________________________ 

*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: As we gather for worship on this Ash Wednesday, if we say we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, 

God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God.  

Prayer of Confessions in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   In your mercy forgive what 

we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Minister: Friends, hear the good news!  The love of God is beyond measure.  The love 

of Christ transforms our lives.  You are included in that love.  Know that you 

are forgiven and be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

People sing: 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

in Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail: 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 

our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:20b, 6:1-13 - The Message 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence  
Lent is about mortality and transformation….  The Lenten journey…is about…dying to 

an old way of being, and being born into a new way of being, a way of being centered 

once again in God.    - from Taking Jesus Seriously by Marcus Borg 

 

 



Anthem: “Call to Remembrance” ................................................................ Richard Farrant 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, Thy tender mercy and Thy loving kindness, which 

hath been ever of old.  O remember not the sins and offences of my youth, but 

according to Thy mercy, think Thou on me, O Lord, for Thy Goodness.   
(from Psalm 25) 

Time of Silent Reflection 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Prayer over the Ashes 

Minister: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these 

ashes be to us a humble reminder of our mortality.  May they be a reminder of 

the call to turn toward you and what you call us to in the world.  May they help 

us release all that we wrongly believe defines us and allow us instead to live in 

your grace and love, our true identity and our promise of eternal life.  Amen. 

Receiving of the Ashes 

GOING FORTH 

*Hymn: “I Take the Cross of Jesus Christ” (see insert) ....................................... KINGSFOLD 

Commission for the Journey of Lent 

Minister: Ash Wednesday, and we are on our way to Your Way. 

People:  O Lamb of God, have mercy upon us and keep us from all the smallness of 

our lives that would take precedence over kneeling in Jerusalem.    

—Ann Weems 

Postlude 
 

Worship leaders are Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Melody 

Zentner, and the Chancel Choir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COME, YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY 

 

 



I TAKE THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST 

 


