
 As a result of the church-wide 

planning process that took place two 

years ago, the Missions Committee 

has been reviewing recommendations 

from the planning committee.  One of 

the recommendations was to group 

our current missions activities into 

broad mission areas to help us focus 

our efforts and create new energy.  A 

church-wide missions lunch on 

January 27th kicked off this initiative. 

 The four mission areas defined by 

the Missions Committee are Food and 

Shelter, Education, Advocacy, and 

Equity and Community. 

 Food and Shelter deals with 

meeting basic needs in the 

community by providing meals, 

collecting food, or working on 

housing for those in need. 

 Education addresses traditional 

education involving students and 

teachers. It also includes groups 

that provide education on many 

issues: the environment, senior 

needs, mental health, justice for 

Palestine, education and gang 

issues in El Salvador, etc. 

 Advocacy seeks ways to use our 

voice to create meaningful change 

through the government and 

community systems. 

 Equity and Community has a goal 

of building lasting relationships 

among our members and others, 

regardless of any distinctions: 

race, class, ability, identity, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“At WSBC, every 

member is a 

minister!” 
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 Generally, mission groups at 

WSBC will operate the same as they 

always have.  Also, we will continue 

to be open to members' passions that 

lead them to take on new initiatives, 

including "sounding the call" to 

spread the word about how to get 

involved.  Anyone with an idea for 

missions should contact the Missions 

Committee (see p. 2 for a list of 

Missions Committee members). 

 Two primary goals for the 

mission areas are: 1) create 

community, and 2) help us focus on 

"why" we do missions.  The Missions 

Committee is encouraging the 

participants within a mission area to 

meet 1 to 3 times a year to talk about 

their experiences.  Sharing stories is 

important to celebrate what we do and 

to learn  about  what others are 

doing.  Gathering together also helps 

us remember why we feel called to 

participate in missions. 

 Finally, the Missions Committee 

invites everyone in the church to 

think about his/her participation in 

missions and fill out a "pledge" form 

for the year.  This participation ranges 

from being an active volunteer, to 

seeking out ways to become involved 

in missions, to including the church's 

mission activities in one's personal 

prayers. 

 At WSBC, every member is a 

minister! 

Greg Palmer 

Mission Committee Chair 

 

her asthma.  He noticed a significant 

improvement in the air quality after 

we removed the insulation.  
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MLK Sunday:  Heed the Prophet’s Call 

 

 

  

 

 Worship at Watts Street on Martin 

Luther King Sunday brought the 

charge to “Heed the Prophet’s Call.” 

Guest preacher Jonathan Wilson-

Hartgrove took as his text the first 

chapter of Jeremiah: “This day I give 

you authority over nations and 

kingdoms to uproot and to pull down, 

to destroy and to demolish, to build 

and to plant.”  He reminded us that, 

like Jeremiah, Dr. King was a 

reluctant prophet.  They both humbly 

acquiesced to God’s command to call 

the faithful to work for justice and 

peace.  And we must heed their call to 

build a just, beloved community for 

all God’s people. 

 As in past years, the congregations 

of Watts Street Baptist Church and St. 

John’s Missionary Baptist Church 

came together for worship and 

fellowship on the Sunday before the 

Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday.  We 

were joined by many public officials 

and other community leaders, as well.  

The worship was filled with spirited 

singing by both churches’ choirs and 

by the congregation, as well as 

powerful preaching.  The scheduled 

speaker, the Rev. Dr. David Goatley 

from Duke Divinity School, was 

marooned by snow in the Midwest, so 

the Rev. Wilson-Hartgrove filled the 

pulpit  on very  short notice.   He 

delivered a  stirring  sermon.  The 

offering  was  dedicated to  the 

Walltown  Food  Pantry  and 

worshipers were invited to commit to 

heeding the prophetic call to work 

for justice. 

 The Fellowship Hall was filled 

for the luncheon and discussion 

following worship. Challenges posed 

by the housing crisis, gentrification, 

poverty, and racial injustice in 

Durham were raised and discussed 

with   the   mayor,   county 

commissioners, and other public 

leaders. The Poor People’s Campaign 

signed up volunteers.   Another 

inspiring gathering of the Watts 

Street and St. John’s congregations! 

Gordon Whitaker 

Peace and Reconciliation  

Mission Group 

  
 

“…we must heed 

their call to build a 

just, beloved 

community for all 

God’s people.“  

Ministers Dorisanne Cooper, Jonathan 

Wilson-Hartgrove, and Robert L. Daniels  

led worship at WSBC on MLK Sunday. 

Missions Committee:  2018-2019 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Bob Kruhm, Laura Lee, Lily Lehman, Amy Rublein, 

Joy Turner, and Dan Winn.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information about 

Watts Street’s Missions. 
 



 The stated mission of Reality 

Ministries is “to create opportunities 

for teens and adults with and without 

developmental disabilities to 

experience belonging, kinship and 

the life-changing Reality of Christ's 

love.”  Further, “the Reality Center is 

a place where we strive to reflect 

God's heart for humanity, a place 

with no margins where everyone is 

accepted, valued and celebrated. ” If 

you have never been at a Reality 

Ministries event, it might be hard to 

imagine what a place like this might 

look like – a place where you can just 

be, where the primary goal is to be 

enfolded into a community of 

belonging, not to be “fixed.”  This 

can look like raucous, sometime 

discordant, singing and dancing at 

worship; working on a craft in a 

small group; breaking bread with 

community volunteer groups at 

lunch; reaching out to play bingo 

with a local nursing home; waiting 

patiently for a friend to make 

announcements using a speech 

synthesizer; making food to serve the 

community at Reality Café; or stepping 

out to display a talent at the annual 

Talent Show.  It looks like a place 

where everyone has the opportunity to 

give and receive, where you are missed 

if you’re not there. 

 I’ve been involved with Reality 

Ministries since its inception in 2007, in 

part because my son Alex, who has 

Down Syndrome, began to attend their 

once-a-month evening programs held at 

a local school.  The nights would 

involve singing, stories from the Bible, 

pizza, friends of high school age and 

older, and volunteers from Duke and 

UNC.  I’ve been honored and amazed 

to watch this ministry grow to add more 

evening gatherings, which now include 

a monthly  night of  eating  and 

conversation around tables hosted by 

local churches (Pass The Peas – one of 

my favorite monikers), and a monthly 

night of sharing a meal with a small 

group that meets in someone’s home 

(Home Groups).  Recognizing that there 

was a need for activities during the day 

for many adults with I/DD (intellectual 

and/or developmental disabilities) who 

don’t have regular daily jobs, Reality 

began a program of Daytime activities, 

starting with one day a week and now 

evolved into Monday through Friday, 

with multiple locations on Fridays – 

Watts Street served as one of these 

Friday locations for two years.  The 

Daytime program looks different each 

day and might include life skills, music, 

art, yoga, trips around the community, 

and (always) a delicious lunch!  There 

are summer Day Camps at the Reality 

Center and overnight camps at the 

coast.  And there are special events 

such as dances, service days,  
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“… a place where 

you can just be, 

where the primary 

goal is to be 

enfolded into a 

community of 

belonging…” 

 

 
(continued on p. 4) 

Reality friends gather! 
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My Community Experience:  Reality Ministries (continued from p. 3) 

community worship, and an annual 

Talent  Show.   All of  Reality’s 

activities are designed to allow 

relationships   to   develop – 

relationships that are the foundation 

of this community of belonging.  

Reality is now moving to developing 

opportunities for residential living, 

implementing a vision of sharing life 

and house together.  

 There are a multitude of ways to 

participate with Reality Ministries, to 

volunteer to join in parts of Evening 

or Daytime programs or special 

events.  I began hosting a Home 

Group last year, providing my house 

and a meal once a month for a small 

group that has been meeting together 

for many years.  It’s a blessing to be 

part  of   sharing   concerns, 

celebrations, and community with 

this group of funny, sweet young 

women.  The WSBC Reality 

Ministries Mission Group supports 

Reality activities in several ways.  

We have partnered with the WSBC 

Youth Group to serve lunch at 

summertime Day Camp for the past 

several years, and we’ve used Reality 

Center as a mission site during 

Watts Street on Mission days.  

Currently a dedicated crew 

provides lunches for the Reality 

Daytime program once a month, on 

the 4th Wednesday.  With more 

involvement and energy from Watts 

Streeters, this could grow!  

 A good way to experience 

Reality Ministries is to attend one 

of their Community Worship 

events, which are led by the Reality 

Worship Team and open to the 

whole Durham community.  The 

next one is scheduled for March 7, 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m., at the Reality 

Center.  You can also sign up to 

have lunch at the Reality Café on 

the first and third Fridays of the 

month, where you’ll experience a 

seasonal homemade meal prepared 

and served by the Reality Café 

Team.  More info about all of 

Reality Ministries’ programs can be 

found on their website, 

realityministriesinc.org.  Contact 

me if you’re interested in joining 

with other Watts Streeters in this 

work. 

Cari Furiness 

Reality Ministries Liaison 

cs.furiness@gmail.com 

 

  

  

 
   
  

 

WSBC provides 

lunch on the 4th 

Wednesday of each 

month.  “With 

more involvement 

and energy from 

Watts Streeters, 

this could grow!” 

Moral March in Raleigh, February 9 
 
 Thousands of people from across North Carolina will gather in Raleigh on February 9 to demand that 

the state legislature address issues of poverty, health care, education, racism, environmental protection, 

and equal rights for all.  Under the leadership of Rev. William Barber, this assembly continues to pursue 

its 14-point agenda (see http://www.hkonj.com/).   Our Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group is a 

member of the coalition. 

 A contingent from WSBC will car pool from the Urban Avenue parking lot to Raleigh at 9 a.m.  The 

annual HKonJ march will begin at 10 a.m. at the corner of Wilmington and South Streets.  We will walk 

together from there to the rally at the Capitol.  Join us! 

Gordon Whitaker 

Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group 
 



 On Children’s Sabbath, our 1st – 5th graders received $10 from the Missions Committee, along with 

information about the Mission Offering Challenge.  It is a gift to see all of the wonderful and creative ways 

the children are using their money for missions.  Special thanks to the Missions Committee for funding this 

project each year! 
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Children’s Mission Offering Challenge 

 

I used my mission offering 

to buy cereal and soup for 

the food drive at my school. 

Thank you to the church for 

the money and a chance to 

help feed families. - Alayna 

Smith 

 

I donated the $10.00 for the WSBC 

children’s mission offering challenge to 

the North Carolina Disaster Relief 

Fund.  I was able to get my parents to 

match my donation, so that $20.00 went 

to support children and families 

impacted by Hurricane Florence.  I 

chose this need because I can only 

imagine what it would be like to have 

my house flooded by the water of the 

storm surge.  Thank you for giving me 

the chance to make such an offering. 

- Owen Burton-Crutchfield 
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Education Connection: 

 Rebound, which provides services to students in the Durham Public High Schools who have been 

suspended or are at risk of being suspended, is growing stronger and more deeply intertwined with the 

community every day.   Rebound has been nurtured by WSBC people from the beginning!  We offer 

this reminder to folks who are just beginning to tune in to Rebound:  WSBC member Lizzie Ellis-

Furlong was a co-founder, WSBC member Amy Rublein has long served on the board and as board 

president, and is now serving (without compensation) as the acting Executive Director, and WSBC 

member Mary Elizabeth Hanchey serves on the executive committee on the board and has recently 

stepped into the position of board president.   

 We are grateful to WSBC for the support we have received over the years: we have been nourished 

by encouragement, energy, and funding, and by the models of sacrificial giving and service that loom 

large among those who gather at Watts Street.   

 Rebound is in a critical moment.  Through listening to and learning from our community - and 

certainly also because of the nudging of the Spirit - we have expanded our focus, aligning ourselves 

more fully with these values:  RESPECT, EMPOWER, RESTORE.   

 From the beginning we have provided a safe place for students to be on days when they have been 

on a short-term suspension from school.  This foundational service includes the provision of food, bus 

passes, help with school work from a DPS teacher, mediation, and other interventions.  Students are 

safe, supervised, warm, dry, and nurtured during a time when they might otherwise be home alone, on 

the streets, or wandering around town.   

 Our expansion has been substantial.  First, we have expanded our capacity by adding a second 

location so that we are able to serve more students.  But perhaps more importantly, we have expanded 

our services with several new positions and pilot programs which work to stop suspensions before they 

happen and to reduce recidivism.  Our interventions include mediation at school when tensions are high 

but before a suspension is on the books; returning with students who have been suspended so that they 

experience a positive re-entry into the school environment and are better set-up for success; supporting 

students who have been suspended in the past and are back in school by engaging with them at their 

schools; and expanding the support services that we can provide to students when they are enrolled in 

our program so that they have a stronger start to the rest of their academic career.  We are also 

dreaming about opportunities to provide entrepreneurial mentors and opportunities for internships.     

 The costs of our expansion have also been substantial, and we are grateful for those who are willing 

to partner with us by providing financial support.  Our board has a strong vision for our work in coming 

years.   

 We are also grateful for the opportunity to be present on the fringes, in the places where the futures 

of some of our most vulnerable students hang in the balance.  Those of us who serve because we have 

been formed by the Gospel believe that we are doing Jesus’ work.   

 We invite you to visit our website: www.reboundnc.org.  If the mission of Rebound speaks to your 

spirit, please look for an opportunity to talk with Amy, Lizzie, or Mary Elizabeth.   

 And please pray for us and our students!  We covet prayers for wisdom, courage, safety, and 

overflowing coffers.   

Mary Elizabeth Hanchey 

Board President, Rebound 
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Walltown Neighborhood Ministries 

Food Pantry 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For our neighbors in Walltown, please help stock the 

pantry with non-perishable food items. 

Cold ceral    Spaghetti Sauce   Grits 
Canned Vegetables  Mashed Potatoes   Oatmeal 
Canned Meat   Rice (small bags)   Saltine Crackers 
Canned Fruit   Pasta     Peanut Butter 
Soup          Jelly 
 

Mission Baskets 

Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) with questions. 
 

 

Sanctuary Movement  

 
 The Bible has many commands and laws that deal with how to treat foreigners. These commandments 

may differ from current U.S. law and policy.  How do we as Christians understand our calling to obey 

God in this matter while at the same time fulfilling our role as citizens?  How do we stop hateful acts, and 

encourage policies and practices that create safe, welcoming spaces for all people?  How can our 

congregation get involved and support the work people of faith are undertaking through the North 

Carolina Sanctuary Coalition?  These are some of the questions we will explore in the March Sunday 

School Forums, beginning on March 3 at 9:45 a.m. 
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  Watts Streeters participated in the packing of meals at Meals on Wheels 

of Durham (MOW) following the snow storm in December.  Even though 

the streets were not entirely clear, many volunteers turned out to pack and 

deliver meals.  In an interview with WRAL News (https://www.wral. 

com/meals-on-wheels-deliveries), MOW Executive Director Gale Adland 

noted, “Every time we’re delivering a meal, we’re doing a status check on 

our clients.  Today, we’ll be able to find out if any of our clients don’t have 

power, or perhaps they have medicine they weren’t able to pick up.  For a 

lot of our clients this is the only meal they receive every day."   

 MOW is in need of donations for weekend meals including:  cheese 

crackers, chewy granola bars, bread, jelly, deli turkey, pop-top soup cans 

and dry cat food.  All donations can be brought to the MOW facility at 2522 

Ross Road, Durham, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

 The next opportunity for Watts Streeters to help assemble and pack 

meals at MOW is on Tuesday, March 26 from 8:00 -10:30 a.m.   All ages 

are welcome to participate, particularly youth on DPS spring break.  We car 

pool from the Urban Avenue parking lot to the MOW facility at 2522 Ross 

Road.  RSVP to Bob Kruhm at rkruhm@nc.rr.com or call the church office 

to sign up. 
Bob Kruhm 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

Durham CAN Liaison 

 

 

Meals on Wheels 

 

Next packing day at 

MOW is Tuesday, 

March 26, 8:00 – 

10:30 a.m. 

On December 11, Watts Streeters helped volunteers pack meals for over 400 

clients at Meals on Wheels of Durham.  All ages participated on a day when the 

Durham schools were closed due to the snowstorm.  
 


