
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Invention in C” .................................................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Happy are those who follow the ways of the Lord. 

People: God’s ways are just and merciful. 

Minister: Those who follow God’s ways are continually nourished in faith. 

People: In all that they do, they prosper. 

Minister: Come, let us open our hearts to God’s compassionate love. 

People: Let us celebrate God’s mercy and justice. (Inspired by Psalm 1) 

*Hymn 20: “I’ll Praise My Maker” ......................................................................... OLD 113th 

DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US  

Promises (see insert) 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The prophet Jeremiah laments: the human heart is confusing – who can 

understand it?  We so easily turn away from our God, trusting our limited insight and 

power alone, and are surprised when we end up weary, confused, in a barren 

wilderness place.  Let us reflect for a moment on where we experience this wilderness 

in our lives.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

 

_____________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God who knows the heart, break in to our busy lives today and 

draw us to yourself.  Open our lives to receive all that you have to offer: a healing 

touch, an enlightening word, a call to do your work of justice in the world.  Shake up 

our lives so that we may enter your reign of beatitudes, where the poor are fed, the 

excluded are welcomed, the sorrowing consoled, and the lost find a home among us.  

In your holy name we pray, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Blessings and Woes” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   The Beatitudes – Blessings and Woes – reverse all conventional wisdom and 

certainty about “How things just are!” in our world.    

People:  Let us offer our gifts generously today, to tip the balance in favor of abundant 

life. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Blessed Are the Pure of Heart” ............................................Woldemar Voullaire 

Blessed are the pure of heart; they shall see the Father.   

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 665: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” ....................................... GERMANY 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Benedictus” ........................................................................................ Max Reger 

 

Cover Art: Laura James 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 
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DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US — PROMISES 

Minister: We come today to present this child to the church and to dedicate him to 

God.  Parents, in presenting your child for this holy purpose, do you 

promise, in dependence upon God’s grace and with the help of the 

church, to teach him the gifts of the Christian faith, and by prayer, word, 

and example to bring him up in the nurture, love and instruction of 

Jesus?  Do you promise to uphold him as he learns to live in and 

embrace the mystery and beauty of life? 

Parents: We affirm that our child is made in the image of God and is a child of 
God by creation.  We make these promises to him this day with God’s 
help. 

Minister: As his family of faith in this place, do you promise your love, care, and 

example to support and strengthen this family in keeping their promises? 

Congregation:  We acknowledge God’s abounding love already at work in him and 

pledge ourselves in covenant with God and his family to nurture him 

into the fullness of life.  We covenant to surround them with God’s love 

for the strengthening of their life together; to be for them a family in 

Christ whose love for them cannot be broken.  We accept him into our 

loving care for shared responsibility in his growth toward fullness of life 

in Christ.  We will tell him the good news of Christ that he may know 

himself loved of God and freely give of himself in love to others. 

The Promises of the Children 

Minister:  Do you promise to be a friend to him? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If he needs directions, will you show him the way?  

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If he falls down, will you help pick him up? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  Will you play with him and share with him the stories of Jesus?  

Children:  We promise. 

Dedication 

People sing: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

 Little ones to him belong.  They are weak, but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me….The Bible tells me so 


