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February 24: Gather ‘Round for Chili  
and the Winter Church Meeting! 
The Winter Church Meeting is set 
for Sunday, February 24 following 
worship.  We’ll be introduced to 
new members and receive com-
mittee reports.  We’ll hear from 
Personnel as we begin to engage 
life beyond the Staff Transition time 
of the past 9 months and how we 
will work to figure out our staff structure moving for-
ward.  We’ll also hear from Stewardship and the Treas-
urers about the state of the 2019 budget and pledg-
ing.  Lunch will be a chili cook-off, including a variety of 
tasty recipes prepared by many of our Watts Street 
friends.   Come for the chili, stay for the church!   

For childcare reservations, please contact Esther 
(Esther@wattsstreet.org) by February 18.   

Building Repairs on the Way! 
The Building Working Group, as 
part of their task to compile a list 
of  facility needs and associated 
costs,  identified several building 
repairs and improvements that 
need to be addressed immediate-

ly.  Church Council approved securing a line of credit to 
fund these items while a capital campaign is being con-
sidered to fund the larger list.  A  line of credit 
for  $250,000 is now in place to fund this immediate 
work and progress is being made to address these 
items.  A fire alarm system has been installed every-
where in the church except the sanctuary, and struc-
tural repairs to the east stairwell roof are scheduled 
to  be completed by the end of February. The Building 
and Grounds committee has identified contractors  for 
the window and roof repairs, and is working 
through  the details of what is to be done and sched-
uled for this work.  Thanks to the Building Working 
Group and the Building and Grounds Committee for 
guiding us to attend to these much needed improve-
ments! 

 

Well Done, Church! 
Thanks to everyone whose generosity and giving 
helped us to exceed our spending and budget for 
2018.  We finished the year well ahead of the reduced 
budget we set for ourselves and want to share this 
good news.  Church Council voted to designate the ex-
cess to fill in payments to a few local mission groups 
whom we had cut, while giving the bulk to Building and 
Grounds to begin covering the roof and window repairs 
that we have planned.  Let’s keep the momentum go-
ing into 2019 and make this our best financial year yet! 

Stewardship 2019 Update 
The Stewardship Committee has begun their follow up 

so we can finalize our 2019 pledge numbers.  As of Jan-

uary 23, 155 people or families have pledged $675,002 

(or 88.6% of our pledge goal) towards our 2019 budget.  

We need every Watts Streeter to participate to help us 

raise the last $87,280 of our pledge goal.  There is still 

time to pledge!  And though we welcome new pledges 

any day of the year, this year we have a specific date in 

mind for measuring our plans for the year.  The amount 

we have pledged by February 28 will be the parameter 

we use for exploring what staff structure we can fund 

going forward.  So, if you’ve kept meaning to get that 

pledge in, or have been meaning to sit down and figure 

your commitment for this year, now is the time.  You 

can even pledge securely online at wattsstreet.org/

give/pledge-card/.  There are exciting things happening 

at Watts Street and we want everyone along as we 

move into the future.  Thank you! 

Youth and Senior Adult  
Sweetheart Banquet  
Sunday, February 17 

Enjoy elegant dining, dazzling en-
tertainment, and good company 
in the fellowship hall after the morning worship    
service.  Youth, please sign up with Kelly.   
Senior adults, please make your reservation with the 
church office by Wednesday, February 6.  Please 
note if you need transportation. 
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Night Supper/Community Time 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
continue.  The supper line opens at 5:30.  Children 3 
years through 5th grade:  $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 3 eat free. Please 
make reservations in the Friendship Register by the 
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  At 6:00 p.m., we begin 
community time, then move on to age-level events:  
choirs for children, Youth Service Learning for youth, 
and For the Living of These Days for adults in the 
Chapel led by Dorisanne Cooper.   

Tai Chi on Tuesdays!   
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
and led by Barbara Karas, Tai Chi class meets on 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., in Room 201.  People of 
all ages and abilities are welcome.  The cost is $32 for a 
4 week session or $10 drop-in.  For questions about the 
class or to sign up, contact Barbara (919-813-8922). 

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, 
offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council, is open to all.  
Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn 
and soda, as well as time with your 
friends!  On February 6 at 1:00 p.m. in 
room 102, we’ll enjoy Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor, a documentary about Fred Rogers.  

Watts Street 101 
Watts Street 101, a series of three conversations about 
the life and ministry of Watts Street Baptist Church, is 

set for February 10, 17 and 24, 
from 9:45 to 10:45 in the Library.  
Church staff and lay leaders meet 
with visitors and recent new 
members.  Children and youth 
are encouraged to go to Sunday 

School during this time.  To learn more about the 
congregation, we invite you to attend these 
conversations, offered by our Deacons.  Please see one 
of the staff ministers, or Deacon Gordon Whitaker, if 
you have questions.  

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, February 14 and 28 at 7:15 a.m. at Elmo’s 
Diner.  Questions?  Contact Alan Williams 
(AWilliams@ComfortMC.com).  

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, February 14 and 28 at 10:30 a.m., in Room 
115.  David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, February 19 at 12 p.m., in the Church Library. 
The book for February is The Greatest Generation by 
Tom Brokow.  Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, 
mccoy6320@gmail.com) serves as coordinator.  Drop-
ins are always welcomed to this lively conversation! 

Deacon Retreat 
The deacon retreat will be February 23, 9:00-12:00, at 
Watts Street.  The focus of the retreat will be on our 
spiritual practices.  We will explore the inner spiritual 
disciplines, such as prayer and meditation, in order to 
fill our spiritual wells so that we can minister to others.  

From the Gifts and Call Committee… 
The 2019 Gifts and Call Committee begins work in 
February identifying Deacons, Church Council 
members, and committee members for the 2019-2020 
church year.  There are so many ways to live out your 
call in this world but we hope you will consider a place 
at church.  We know that each of you has gifts to share; 
sometimes we don’t know what they are.  So, please 
pray about where God is leading you.  It may not be on 
a standing committee but there are many less known 
places that need YOU!  Contact a staff minister or one 
of the Gifts and Call committee members: Christa 
Abedi, Sam Gunter, Beth Jarrard, Lisa Rhoades, Ginny 
Wiggins, Jennifer Wilkins, or Blanche Williams with 
questions or suggestions of yourself or others. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  
Adult Education offers pancakes and 
fun on Shrove Tuesday, March 5 at 
5:30 p.m.  No reservations needed for 
this meal, which includes pancakes, 
sausage (both meat and veggie) and 
fruit, along with OJ and coffee. Cost: 
$6 for youth and adults, $3 for 
children 3 years through 5th grade. And, of course, all 
ages will enjoy the cupcake walk! 

Ash Wednesday is March 6 
6:00 p.m.—Service for Children and Families 
6:30 p.m.—All Ages Service 
Both services will include the imposition of ashes. 
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March Sunday School Forums  
Mark your calendars to attend one of the March 
Sunday School Forums offered for adults on March 3, 
10 and 17 at 9:45 on Sunday mornings and learn about 
one of the following topics:   
 

Sanctuary Movement - The Bible has many commands 
and laws that deal with how to treat foreigners. These 
commandments may differ from current U.S. law and 
policy. How do we as Christians understand our calling 
to obey God in this matter while at the same time 
fulfilling our role as citizens? How do we stop hateful 
acts, and encourage policies and practices that create 
safe, welcoming spaces for all people? How can our 
congregation get involved and support the work people 
of faith are undertaking through the North Carolina 
Sanctuary Coalition? These are some of the questions 
we will explore in the March Sunday School Forums. 
 

The Person in the Bible I Find Most Inspiring Is...  Many 
people in the Bible are challenged in their faith as they 
choose whether or not to follow God and decide how 
they will live their daily lives.  Each week during the 
March Forums we welcome two presenters from our 
congregation to share who they find most inspiring 
from the Bible.  We’ll meet for three weeks in the 
chapel to hear from presenters, ask questions and 
consider who we might find most inspiring in the Bible.   

Beth El Preschool 
What a gift it’s been to share our 
space with Beth El Preschool this 
past year!  The children are thriving 
with wonderful, caring teachers.  
Our church staff is treated to the 
delightful sounds of children playing, singing and 
laughing together each week-day morning.  It’s a great 
partnership.  Due to delays in construction completion 
at the Synagogue, Watts Street is extending the lease 
with the preschool through August 2020.  This will 
enable the children to be in the same location during 
the 2019-2020 school year.  We look forward to sharing 
space with the preschool for another school year.   

Kosher Space for Beth El Preschool 
The kitchenette area of room 104A is designated a 
kosher space for Beth El Preschool to prepare daily 
snacks for the children.  We request that no food or 
drinks be consumed or prepared in this room by WSBC.  
The large refrigerator in the room is also for Beth El’s 
use only.  If there is a need for temporary refrigerator 

space, please use the smaller refrigerator in 104A or 
the first floor kitchen refrigerator. Thank you for 
helping us provide a kosher space for our guests.  
Contact Esther Soud Parker for more information.    

Temple Theater Trip  
Travel with your WS friends to 
Sanford on Friday, March 
29.  We’ll meet at church at 8:30 
a.m., enjoy lunch at the Tea 
Room, browse the shops, and 
then take in the 2:00 p.m. matinee of Big River, with 
lots of wonderful music!  Ticket cost:  $20.  Pick up a 
flyer from the foyers in the church building and turn in 
your check to the church office by March 20.  Contact 
Kathy Davis (919-383-7154) with questions. 

Register Now for the Beach Retreat! 

April 26-28 
NC Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell (Oak Island, NC) 

Enjoy rich community time, intergenerational theme 
sessions, playing on the beach, long walks or bike rides, 
reading on the porches, the Saturday night Talent 
Xtravaganza, Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, 
and getting to know lots of WS people better as we 
work side by side on meals.  What a great time!  
Families and groups of friends have private rooms, with 
a private bath in the room or across the hall.  Youth 
stay in dormitory style rooms. 

Register online through our church website beginning 
the first week of February: www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  
Pay with a credit card right on the website (via Paypal) 
or bring a check to the church.  Don’t let cost prohibit 
your participation, however, as scholarships are 
available.  Paper brochures/registration forms will soon 
be available at church.  Pick up a brochure or read the 
AABR webpage for more information.  Rooms are 
assigned as registration fees are received.  The 
registration deadline is March 25.  Questions?  Contact 
Kelly Sasser or Esther Soud Parker. 

 

Reaching In... 
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Engaging in Missions at WSBC!  
Food and Shelter, Education, Advocacy and Equity/
Community.  These are the four areas into which the 
Missions Committee has categorized all of our mission 
projects and partners (check out the walls in the 
Fellowship Hall to see them).  At lunch on Sunday, 
January 27, we shared these categories with the 
congregation.  The mission groups from each area 
met and shared why it is that they are drawn to and 
do the work that they do.  We also invited those 
interested in these areas to come listen in and 
perhaps find a place they could connect.  But this was 
just a first step at deepening our connections with 
one another as we do this work together.  
Encouraging one another and connecting with the 
“why” of our work is a vital part of being on the 
journey of faith for a long time.  There will be more 
opportunities for connecting in our missions work this 
year.  And if you didn’t get a chance to attend, watch 
for the Missions “pledge card” around the church and 
in Sunday’s bulletins to find a way you might connect 
and serve as well. 

February Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations of non-perishable 
food for Walltown Neighborhood Ministries Food 
Pantry.  Please see the list of items needed next to 
the baskets.  Questions?  Contact David Heist 
(david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367). 

February Minute for Mission 
On February 10, Blake Strayhorn will 
speak about Habitat for Humanity.  At 
Habitat, they believe that each one of 
God's children deserves a safe, decent, 
and affordable place to call home. 
Seeking to put God’s love into action, 
Habitat brings people together to build strength, 
stability, and self-reliance through shelter.  Founded 
in 1985--led by Worth Lutz, a long time WSBC 
member--Habitat has built, sold, and financed more 
than 400 homes in partnership with low income 
Durham neighbors, providing stability and brighter 
futures for over 1000 Durham youth.  Durham Habitat 
has repaired more than 400 homes for low income 
neighbors, mostly elderly or disabled, who live in non-
Habitat homes they own.  Watts Street Baptist Church 
has been supporting Durham Habitat's affordable 

housing ministry since the very beginning in 1985--
over 30 years!  Checks should be made out to WSBC, 
with Habitat on the memo line. 

HKonJ - annual Moral March on Raleigh  
Join us on Saturday, February 9 to show support for a 
state government responsive to the needs of all our 
people. We'll meet at 9 a.m., at WSBC to carpool to 
Raleigh. If you want to meet us there, look for our NC 
state flag near the corner of South and Wilmington 
Streets.  Sponsored by Peace and Reconciliation 
Mission Group. 

Scout Sunday is February 10 
WSBC sponsors Cub Pack 440 and Scout 
Troop 440.  These groups are active and 
growing!  We welcome our Cubs and 
Scouts to worship on February 10 where they will 
assist with worship leadership.  Thanks be to God for 
this strong outreach to the community!  

A Space for Reflecting on Immigration Issues 
An eight week Sunday School series will explore the 
challenges caused by current global migration from a 
Christian perspective.  Our objective will be to create 
a space where we will reflect on how we might go 
about building a beloved community with justice for 
all, including immigrants.  Using the study guide, For 
You Were Once a Stranger: Immigration in the US 
through the Lens of Faith, we will address immigration 
issues in their complexity: “from powerful global 
economies to fast-changing local cultures, from 
international politics to family histories woven across 
borders, from worldwide patterns of migration to the 
very heart of American identity.”  This class will begin 
on March 24 and conclude May 19. 

Denominational Relations Meeting Dates 

Alliance of Baptists—April 26-28, Washington DC.   
https://www.allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/
annual-gathering-2019 

American Baptists—June 21-23, Virginia Beach VA 
https://americanbaptists2019.weebly.com/ 

ABCOTS—April 29-May 2, Baltimore MD 
https://www.abcots.org/meetings-events 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship—June 17-21,  
Birmingham AL https://cbf.net/general-assembly 

CBF-NC—March 28-29, Greensboro NC 
https://www.cbfncag.com/ 

Reaching Out... 

tel:(919)%20475-8367
https://www.allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/annual-gathering-2019
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Page 5 February 2019 

 

Sunday, February 3 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:05 p.m. Gifts and Call Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Super Bowl Pregame Party 
Monday, February 4 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 5 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, February 6 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  Won’t You Be My 

Neighbor 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Sunday, February 10 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching  
 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:15 p.m. Pop-Up Parent Night 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth Group 
Monday, February 11 
12:00 p.m.  Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee  
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee  
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 12 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, February 13 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, February 14 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Saturday, February 16 

 10:00 a.m. Youth Decorate for Sweetheart Banquet 
Sunday, February 17  
 8:00 a.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Youth & Sr. Adult Sweetheart Banquet 
Monday, February 18 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational Relations Committee  
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group  
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 19 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
12:00 p.m.  Book Club: The Greatest Generation by 

Tom Brokaw 
 6:30 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, February 20 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Saturday, February 23 
 9:00 a.m. Deacon Retreat 
Sunday, February 24  
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
12:15 p.m.  Winter Church Meeting & Lunch 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper & Youth Group 
Monday, February 25 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 26 
 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi Class 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, February 27 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, February 28 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 

Calendar 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
February 3 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Diana Jackson, Adam Tatum 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

February 10 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers:  Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, Danny McKinney 

Michelle Roach, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery:  Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler,  

Michelle Roach 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Michael Wong 
Sound System: David Tatum 

February 17 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,  

Danny McKinney, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery:  Olivia Johnson, Shanessa Pride, John Rublein,  

Tina Ward 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Rachel Sauls, Caden Smith 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Eva Brantley, Ike Mitchell 
Preschool III: Lisa Rhoades, Henry Mitchell, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Steve Booth 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

February 24 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Joe Gary, Danny McKinney,  

Michelle Roach, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Open 
Toddlers: Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton 
Lock up: Cathy Brennan 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

Church News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Worship 
Epiphany—Tending to the Foundation 
Journey Inward, Journey Outward, Journey Together 
How often do you tend to the basics of 
your faith?  Do you re-examine what you 
already know?  How do you understand 
the inward focused work of standing 
with the poor?  The outward focused 
work of prayer?  During this season of worship, we’re 
focusing on the foundation(s) of what we’re called to in 
this work of following Jesus.  Each week we’ll explore a 
different piece of how we build our work together, 
exploring anew God’s call to turn the world upside 
down in our journey of faith together.   
 

February 3   
Luke 4:21-30—Mind Your Power 
Communion, Youth Choir singing 
 

February 10 
Luke 5:1-11—Fall on Your Knees 
Scout Sunday, Minute for Mission 
 

Sunday, February 17 
Luke 6:17-26—Blessings and Woes 
Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet 

February 24 
Luke 6:27-38—Upside Down 
Praise and Alleluia Choirs singing 
Handbells 
 

March 3 
Luke 6:39-49—Journey Inward, Journey Outward, 
Journey Together 
Communion 
 

 

 
Flowers needed  
in the Sanctuary 
Each Sunday except the first 
Sunday of the month.  Sign up 
for a Sunday on the wall 
calendar in the receptionist’s 
office and fill out a slip with 
the information for the WS 
Weekly.  Call Sanders Florist 
(919-286-1288) to order your 
floral arrangement. 
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Spring Retreat at New Hope Camp 
All 2nd – 5th graders are invited to attend 
our overnight Spring Retreat at New 
Hope Camp and Conference Center, 
March 2-3.  Explore Bible stories, 

participate in a mission project, warm up by the 
campfire and play fun games with friends.  Cost is 
$40.00 per child (second child in family is $35.00) and is 
due February 3.  See Esther for registration information 
and to sign up as a chaperone. 

2019 PASSPORTkids Camp 
All 3rd – 5th graders are invited to attend this fun camp 
with church friends, July 16-19 in Spartanburg, SC.   

The 2019 camp theme is FEARLESS: Stay Awake. Stand 
Firm. Be Brave. Love Always.  In a world that seems to 
be telling us to fear more and love others less, Jesus calls 
us to an alternative way of living.  Our lives can be 
radically changed as we notice God at work around us, 
continue to grow in our faith, gather our strength from 
God, and let love permeate all that we do.  Using  
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (CEB) as a theme verse and 
outline for the week, campers will be challenged as they 
dig into this passage (and others) to explore what Paul 
meant when he called us all to live a faith that is based 

in love, not in fear.  When we are FEARLESS we can LOVE 
MORE and FEAR LESS.”  

Deposits of $100 are due by March 3.  Check out 
www.passportcamps.org or contact Esther for 
information on the camp.  In the meantime, save the 
date!    

Save the Date 
February 3  $40 Payment Due – New Hope Camp 
March 2-3  New Hope Camp  
March 3  $100 Deposit Due – PASSPORTkids Camp 
June 16-20  Vacation Bible School  
July 16-19  PASSPORTkids Camp 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Ministry 

Children’s Mission Offering Challenge  
On Children’s Sabbath, 1st – 5th graders received $10 
from the Missions Committee:  

Etta donated her $10 to ARF (Animal Rescue Foun-
dation) in Milledgeville GA. It's a no-kill shelter 
where her grandmother volunteers.  - Etta Crews  

Celebrating MLK Sunday 
What a joy and honor, on MLK Sunday, to worship 
together with the congregation of St. John's Missionary 
Baptist Church, as well as community leaders and other 
visitors. Thank you to both the St. John's Choir and the 
WSBC Choir for blessing us and inspiring us through 
music. Very special thanks to Jonathan Wilson-
Hartgrove for the powerful sermon challenging us to 
answer God's call, following the example of Jeremiah, 
Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Ann Atwater, and so 
many other prophets who have come before us. Thank 
you to the WSBC Peace and Reconciliation Committee 
for hosting the lunch after worship. And thanks to 
everyone for the good and important conversations 
around the tables as we all to seek to work for a more 
just society. 

http://www.passportcamps.org
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Winter Retreat: Celebrating “Good News!” 
At this writing, 33 youth and adults have just returned 
from a great Winter Retreat at Holston Presbytery 
Camp in Banner Elk, NC.  We enjoyed beautiful 
weather and scenery, skiing, tubing, hiking, group 
games, Bible studies, and worship.  Our theme for the 
weekend was “Good News” and we focused on the 
Good News we find in our faith and how we can share 
Good News with those around us in troubling times.  
Very special thanks to our outstanding chaperones: Zac 
Barker, Debra Freeman, Karoline Johnson, Kirsten 
Kruhm, and Dan Schwankl.  

Super Bowl Pre-Game Party! 
Sunday, February 3 
4:00-6:00 p.m., at WSBC 

Featuring: a delicious pre-game meal and lots of 
recreation!   

Plus: you and your parents get home in time to watch 
(or ignore) the big game! 

Youth Discipleship Class 
Wednesdays, February 6, 13, 20 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m., in the Church Library 

Explore what it means to make a 
profession of faith and become a 
follower of Jesus.  We’ll also cover topics like baptism, 
the Lord’s Supper, joining the church, being Baptist, 
etc.  For more information, please contact Kelly Sasser. 

Pop-Up Parent Night! 
Sunday, February 10 
5:15-6:45 p.m.  
Maverick’s Smokehouse (900 W. Main St.) 

Drop your youth off for youth group at 5 p.m. ,then 
come on over!  This is a great way to connect with 
other parents of teenagers and to enjoy an evening of 
good food and fellowship! 

Sweetheart Banquet Notes for Youth 
 If you can participate, please sign up with Kelly by 

February 6. 
 A few days before the banquet, please give your 

Senior Adults a phone call to introduce yourself 
and go over details for the banquet. 

 If you’re available to help decorate the fellowship 
hall, we’re meeting on Saturday, February 16, from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 On Sunday, February 17, we need everyone to 

bring $3 to help pay for the corsages. 
 Sit with your Senior Adults during the worship 

service and then escort them down to the 
fellowship hall for the fun-filled banquet! 

Free Screening of the Film, “Angst” 
Tuesday, March 5 
6:30-8:00 p.m., Hill Learning Center (3200 Pickett Rd.) 

“Angst” is a 56-minute film that explores anxiety, its 
causes, effects and what we can do about it.  The 
filmmakers’ goal is to have a global conversation and 
raise awareness around anxiety.  “Angst” features 
candid interviews with kids and young adults who 
suffer, or have suffered, from anxiety and what they’ve 
learned about it.  The film includes discussions with 
mental health experts about the causes of anxiety and 
its sociological effects, as well as help, resources and 
tools.  This program is open to the community and free 
of charge thanks to the generous support of The 
Investment Institute.  A guided discussion will follow 
the screening of the film.  Recommended for any 
youth, parent, volunteer, educator, etc.  If you are 
interested in going, please let Kelly know! 

Youth Service/Learning at The Center 
June 29-July 6 
An urban service/learning experience for both Middle 
and High School students at The Center in Baltimore, 
MD, with sight-seeing in Washington, D.C.   
Registration: $75 deposit is due by Sunday, March 3.  
Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 8, at 6:15 p.m., in 
the Youth Room.  Bring a parent! 

Experiencing El Salvador with Emmanuel 
July 30-August 5 
A trip for High School students to spend a week 
serving, learning, and developing relationships with 
our sister congregation, Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
San Salvador.  Registration: $75 deposit is due Sunday, 
February 3.  First Team Meeting: Sunday, March 3, at 
7:15 p.m., in the Youth Room.  Bring a parent! 

Hurricane Relief Update 
Thanks to the generous support of our church family 
and community and the hard work and talents of our 
youth, we were able to raise $1,745 to support relief 
work from Hurricanes Florence and Michael in Eastern 
NC.  The youth group chose to donate 15% of the 
proceeds from the Fall Bazaar and 100% of the 
proceeds from the 2019 WSBC Wall Calendars 
(designed by Kira Arges and Emerson Jakes).   

Youth Ministry 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 
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 From Dorisanne Cooper 

 

Journey Inward, Journey Outward, Journey Together 
 

You’ll be hearing these words a lot from me in the days, weeks, months, years to come.  They’re not 
new thoughts, just a way of expressing the journey of faith I believe we’re called to in these days.  There is no 
doubt that Watts Street has always been a church committed to living out our faith in ways we believe God 
calls us to engage with the world.  We have modeled what it means to start new initiatives, to participate in 
the work of justice, to push out toward the margins where we believe God is asking us to be.  And it is also 
true that we know this “outward” work is not for the faint of heart.  It’s challenging work.  It asks for stamina 
and resilience.  The truth is that the same can be said for “inward” work.  Real inward work isn’t the easy part 
of faith while outward work is the challenging part.  Neither can be fully accomplished without the other.  
Outward work isn’t complete without the accompaniment of inward work and inward work isn’t complete 
without outward work.  And both are undergirded by the accompaniment of community.  Tending to one’s 
soul, finding spiritual practices that fortify and nurture; engaging with the world and continually stretching 
ourselves to understand injustices around us, how we participate in them and how we might work to change 
them; connecting with and caring for one another and remembering that we are the family of God called to 
love one another and live out that love—all of these together are the work that will sustain us and move us 
forward in these days.   
 Why spend time on these basic ideas?  Because the world these days more than ever needs the presence 
of faithful people at work.  Because the world these days makes it more of a challenge to find balance and 
meaning and encouragement.  Because as we do all of this work of faith, we’ll continue to find that it isn’t al-
ways separated into neat categories and that different areas merge and weave themselves in and through 
each other more than we ever knew.   

I’m excited about diving more deeply into all of this as we move into our future.  The work of faith 
matters in these days.  The work of faith is what will keep us sustained and even thriving in the midst of what 
often feels like overwhelming injustice and conflict all around.  I’m so glad to have a faith community—this 
faith community—with whom to navigate and live out these days.  Watts Street you give me hope. 


