
 

 
 

And I say to you, I have also decided to stick with love, for 
I know that love is ultimately the only answer to humankind’s 
problems. And I’m going to talk about it everywhere I go. I know it 
isn’t popular to talk about it in some circles today. And I’m not talking 
about emotional bosh when I talk about love; I’m talking about a 
strong, demanding love. For I have seen too much hate. [...] and I say 

to myself that hate is too great a burden to bear.  

I have decided to love. If you are seeking the highest good, I think you 
can find it through love. And the beautiful thing is that we aren’t 

moving wrong when we do it, because John was right, God is love. 
The one who hates does not know God, but the one who loves has the 
key that unlocks the door to the meaning of ultimate reality. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., "Where Do We Go From Here?"  
Address Delivered at the Eleventh Annual SCLC Convention, 1967. 
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Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

 Minute for Mission: Walltown Food Pantry 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

PRAISING GOD 

Introit — St. John’s Choir 

Minister: We gather to worship God, 

People: Who creates us and loves us; 

Minister: Who gifts us with diversity and makes us for community; 

People: Who gives Jesus Christ to show us how to live; 

Minister: Who inspires children, youth, young adults, and people of all ages, 

People: To seek justice, share power, and live together in love and equality; 

Minister: Who invites us to join the struggle for wholeness and wellbeing for all, 

People: And whose presence, grace, and love sustain us in our living. 

Minister: We gather to worship God, 

People: To God be all glory, honor, and praise! 

*Hymn 66: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” .............................................. ST. DENIO 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Combined Choirs: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ................................ PRECIOUS LORD 
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*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Minister: We offer to God our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Silent Prayers of Confession 

Corporate Confession: Thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite 

intelligence the whole universe has come into being, we humbly confess that we 

have not loved thee with our hearts, souls and minds, and we have not loved our 

neighbors as Christ loved us. We have all too often lived by our own selfish 

impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial love as revealed by Christ. We often 

give in order to receive. We love our friends and hate our enemies. We go the first 

mile but dare not travel the second. We forgive but dare not forget.  And so as we 

look within ourselves, we are confronted with the appalling fact that the history of 

our lives is the history of an eternal revolt against you.  But thou, O God, have 

mercy upon us. Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. Give us the 

intelligence to know your will. Give us the courage to do your will. Give us the 

devotion to love your will.  In the name and spirit of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 
(Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:5-13 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Looking the Other Way”  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream.” (Amos 5:24) 

People:  O God, we commit to using all our gifts – wisdom, talents, faith, and 

finances – in the service of co-working with you and with each other to 

build up the Beloved Community. 

Receiving Our Gifts 

Watts Street Choir: “Just a Closer Walk” ....................................................... Mark Hayes 

Text: Hymn 557 



*Doxology ........................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 86: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ....................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “In Thee Is Gladness” .................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

 

Music Note for “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”: The melody is credited to Thomas A. Dorsey, 

drawn extensively from the 1844 hymn tune, “Maitland.”  Dorsey wrote “Precious Lord” in response 

to his inconsolable bereavement at the death of his wife, Nettie Harper, in childbirth, and his infant 

son in August 1932.  The hymn is published in more than forty languages.  It was Martin Luther 

King, Jr.’s favorite song, and he often invited gospel singer Mahalia Jackson to sing it at civil rights 

rallies to inspire crowds; at his request she sang it at his funeral in April 1968.   

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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