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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 6, 2019 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” ................................ Dietrich Buxtehude 

*PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Arise, shine; for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 

Three Kings: We have seen the star in the east, and we are following. 

People: We have remembered God’s wonder and promise, and we are worshipping. 

Children: We have come not to get presents, but to give them! 

Minister: Lift up your eyes and look around; we gather together as God’s people, to 

open our hearts and sing out our praise. 

People: The mystery of God’s wonder and grace is here: Come and worship! 

Hymn 172: “We Three Kings” ................................................................. KINGS OF ORIENT 

Congregation sings stanzas 1 and 5, and all refrains. 

Time with the Children – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   The Psalmist tells us that the best gift we can offer God is “a broken spirit, a 

broken and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17).  Let us open up our hearts to God’s 

love by offering our prayers of confession, first in silence.  

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession (see insert)   

 

_____________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

A Prayer for Epiphany 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Homily: “Home by Another Way” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:11)   

People:  May the gifts we offer and the love we proclaim to others in our words and 

actions be expressions of our sincere worship – this day and throughout the 

coming year. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Carol of the Magi” .................................................. Text and Music: John Rutter 

 

We rode all night thro’ fields of darkness,  

Our guiding light the Eastern star.   

We came to Bethlehem, we all were weary:  

We’d traveled far that night, we’d traveled far. 

We entered in and there we saw him; 

It seemed we’d known him from long before: 

A child like any child; yet someone diff’rent: 

The face of ev’ry child in him we saw. 

We heard that here we’d find Messiah,  

Foretold by seers from days of old;  

We looked for palaces; and found a stable;  

Could it be here, so bare and cold? 

We’d brought him gifts, and now we offered them; 

We knelt down low in silent prayer. 

With eyes that seemed to know both joy and sadness 

The child looked down as we knelt there. 

So long ago, yet I remember 

That child who lay at Mary’s knee; 

How strange that ev’ry child seems so much like him: 

His is the face I seem to see . . . 

 

 



*Epiphany Doxology (Hymn 149, stanza 3) ............................................... REGENT SQUARE 

Sages, leave your contemplations brighter visions beam afar;  

Seek the great Desire of nations, you have seen the natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Celebration of Communion 
Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 173: “As with Gladness” ...................................................................................... DIX 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Three Kings of Orient” ..................................................................... Janet Linker 

 

Corporate Confession written by Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, Pastor at First Church 

Congregational, Rochester, NH. 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries 

 



Corporate Confession 

 

Minister:  Gracious God, we would like to be among those who saw the coming of the 

Christ Child, those who dropped all that they were doing and traveled to 

worship the coming of God’s love into this world. 

 

People: We would like to be those who cared for God in infant vulnerability; who 

tickled and cuddled and comforted the growing child, that he might know  

love and safety. 

 

Minister: And yet, merciful God, we must recognize all the times we are more like 

Herod.  Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions, find our own need for 

control more compelling than the needs of others for health and safety. 

 

People: Whenever we cling to the security of our privilege, rather than standing up for 

the rights of the oppressed.  Whenever we are complicit in the harming of 

innocents for the sake of profit, or power, or because we fear to know, and to 

change, the injustices of this world.  

 

All: Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another, and pray that 

you will fill us with your light, that we may live our lives as true disciples in 

your name, without counting the cost.  In the name of Christ, the one who 

showed us the way, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


