
 Two months to the day after 

Florence devastated much of 

southeast North Carolina, a group of 

seven Watts Streeters made the 

journey to Warsaw, NC, to assist with 

the ongoing recovery efforts based 

there.  Our team arrived on November 

15th at the Eastern Baptist 

Association, the location of one of 

several N.C. Baptists on Mission 

Florence Recovery sites.  We were 

welcomed by Richard and Tammy 

Weeks and Michael Maragelis, the 

skillful coordinators of the thousands 

of volunteers who have come to serve 

since Florence hit.  Michael described 

the magnitude of the damage caused 

by Florence: at least ten times as 

many homes damaged as in Hurricane 

Matthew.  
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 After a good night’s sleep and a 

hearty breakfast, we hitched a trailer 

full of tools and supplies to our SUV 

and made our way to a home in 

Faison, NC.  There, we met a man 

whose roof suffered wind damage, 

resulting in leaks that irreparably 

damaged the ceilings in two rooms.   

Donning full-body Tyvek suits, we 

pulled out ceilings and filled dozens 

of 20-gallon bags with moldy 

insulation that rained down from 

above the ceiling.  The owner shared 

that he is a semi-retired truck driver 

and had bought the home five months  

ago.  His wife had not been able to 

stay there because the mold affected 

her asthma.  He noticed a significant 

improvement in the air quality after 

we removed the insulation.  
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Kelly Sasser, Zac 

Barker, Mack 

Wilkins, the 

homeowner, Hope  

Durack, Kim 

Durack, John 

Rublein (and Nancy 

Sowa) joined in the 

recovery efforts after 

Hurricane Florence. 
 

continued on p. 2   
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 Next we headed to Wallace, NC, 

which was affected by some of the 

most catastrophic flooding caused by 

Florence.  Our destination was an 

elderly couple’s home that had 

completely flooded.  We put a 

lifetime’s worth of their furniture and 

belongings on the side of a country 

road for disposal.  Our crew removed 

still-damp carpeting, moldy cabinetry, 

and bathroom fixtures ruined by the 

floodwaters.  We filled dozens of 

wheelbarrows with cornstalks and 

corncobs that had washed into the 

yard from the ruined cornfield down 

the road.   Piles of stalks were 

wrapped around trees and posts and 

entangled in bushes and the 

implements of the owner’s water 

pump repair business.  The owner told 

us that he built the house sixty-five 

years ago, when he was twenty years 

old. 

 Back at the Eastern Baptist 

Association, the site leaders reported 

that as of that date, 2,440 volunteers 

from the Warsaw site had completed 

637 recovery projects in sixty days.  

They are reaching the end of the 

recovery stage of the Florence 

response and are about to embark on 

rebuilding homes, which will take two 

or more years.  

 We headed back to Wallace the 

next morning to pull up a 1938 tongue 

and groove hardwood floor from a 

woman’s home of 35 years.  Another 

group of volunteers had gutted the rest 

of the house already, which had been 

severely damaged when nine feet of 

flood waters swept through her 

property.  The structure looked like a 

house in mid-build, and not the home 

where she had raised her family and 

played with her two-year-old 

granddaughter just weeks earlier, as 

attested by the piles of toys collected 

by a doting grandma.  We dragged 

and carted off the large pile of 

insulation, shattered sheet rock, and a 

houseful of ductwork from the 

bottom of her front porch steps to the 

roadside some distance away. 

 We saw sorrow, trauma, and 

resilience travel in waves across the 

faces of each of these beautiful 

people.  It was an incomparable 

blessing to meet them, hear their 

stories, and help ease a small 

measure of the burden upon them.  

The road of recovery and rebuilding 

ahead is long, and we invite Watts 

Streeters to continue to support these 

efforts with our hands and feet and 

our resources.  Contact Hope Durack 

or Kelly Sasser for information about 

future opportunities to help with 

Hurricane Florence relief. 

Hope Durack 

vhwilliams@gmail.com 

WSBC Florence Recovery Team  
 

“We saw sorrow, 

trauma, and 

resilience travel in 

waves across the 

faces of each of 

these beautiful 

people.“  

Hope Durack and Nancy Sowa help with clean-up after 

Hurricane Florence. 



 Did you know the Religious 

Coalition for a Nonviolent Durham 

(RCND)  was founded by WSBC 

member Les Dunbar 26 years ago?  

Les had had enough of gun violence 

and with Pastor Mel Williams got 

busy organizing faith groups in 

Durham to create a more peaceable 

community.  The Coalition is going 

strong all these years later.  I think of  

RCND as a balm in Gilead – a sweet 

taste of God’s vision for us as a 

beloved community.   RCND shows 

up to witness to God’s abiding love.  

I show up when I can.  I am always 

glad when I do. 

 After every murder in Durham, 

RCND holds a vigil, which allows 

for “a public processing of pain.”  

The vigils proclaim everyone’s life 

has meaning and this person is a 

beloved child of God.  The vigils 

connect us across many societal 

divisions – race, class, age, faith – 

and exemplify God’s vision for us: 

one of togetherness.  As a middle-

class white lady, it is far too easy for 

me to tune out violence, an option 

which many folks in low-income 

communities don’t have.   Attending 

the vigils keeps me connected to my 

brothers and sisters – opening my 

eyes and heart to the realities behind 

statistics and people behind 

anonymous-feeling news stories.  

Somehow the connections at the 

vigils are sweet as honey.  

 RCND also holds community 

luncheons the  fourth Thursday of the 

month.  These gatherings are times 

when we can come together across 

communities for fellowship and 

learning about a community topic.  The 

most recent luncheon I attended 

featured James Berish whose story tells 

the power of Restorative Justice, 

another practice sponsored by  RCND 

and co-led by WSBC’s own Kacey 

Reynolds Schedler.  Thanks to 

Durham’s commitment to Restorative 

Justice, James Berish was able to make 

steps to repair the harm he had caused 

when he accidently discharged a gun 

and wounded a child on the floor 

beneath him.  This was the first felony 

case in North Carolina that went 

through the Restorative Justice process, 

and it was powerful to be in the room 

where Berish told his story and took 

full accountability for his mistake.  

Every month is a different topic and 

every one I have attended has opened 

my eyes in a powerful way.  

  Another area RCND is involved 

with is re-entry support for recently 

incarcerated individuals.  About 700 

people return to Durham each year 

from state prisons.  I can only imagine 

the  difficulties of coming home.  

RCND works with returning citizens 

who have indicated they want support 

through faith teams across Durham.  

WSBC is starting a new faith team 

early in 2019 where we will be 

working alongside folks from 

Northside Baptist Church to support a 

returning citizen coming home after 

incarceration.  This has been a dream 

of mine for a while and I am delighted 

that Rebeca Olmedo and Whit 

Trumbull are ready to serve in this way 

with me.  There’s room for more!  

Maggie Ellis Chotas 

maggiechotas@gmail.com 
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“I think of  RCND 

as a balm in 

Gilead – a sweet 

taste of God’s 

vision for us as a 

beloved 

community.” 
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 Watts Street Baptist Church has been supporting Durham Habitat’s affordable housing ministry since the 

very beginning in 1985 – more than 30 years!  We are so grateful for your partnership with your prayers, time, 

talent and treasure.  Thank you for putting your faith into action and helping Durham Habitat build homes, hope 

and community.  

Habitat for Humanity of Durham believes that each one of God’s children deserves a safe, decent and 

affordable place to call home.  Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat brings people together to build 

strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter.  

 Founded in 1985 – led by Worth Lutz, a long time WSBC member - Habitat has built, sold, and financed 

nearly 390 homes in partnership with low-income Durham neighbors, providing stability and brighter futures for 

more than 975 Durham youth.  Durham Habitat has also repaired more than 400 homes for low-income 

neighbors, mostly elderly or disabled, who live in (non-Habitat) homes they own. 

We learned recently that the Area Median Income (AMI), a key indicator of regional wealth published by the 

federal government, jumped by 10% in Durham between 2017 and 2018.  Durham Mayor Steve Schewel has 

noted that 20 new residents move to Durham every day!  Our economy is certainly booming, but not all of our 

neighbors are benefiting. 

 The demand for affordable housing is only growing. Durham Habitat has over 50 board-approved families 

working on “sweat equity” to build and buy their new home, and in addition, we have more than 1,300 people on 

a list simply waiting to submit an application for consideration.  The need is overwhelming.  

 Durham Habitat is building and selling 25 homes this year, and we’re repairing at least 80 more homes.  To 

put this in context, Durham Habitat is one of only 38 affiliates nationally (1300+ in total) that is building more 

than 20 homes per year.  The families we partner with work hard to have a safe, warm, place to sleep at night, to 

buy and build their Habitat homes, and to build a brighter future for their children and their children’s children. 

In addition, through our home for home program, we will tithe to build 25 homes internationally.  Through our 

core mission, Durham Habitat will serve 125+ families this coming year.  

 In addition to new home construction, we’ve been building new and innovative programs to serve more 

Durham neighbors, impact the affordable housing crisis, and push back against the forces of gentrification in 

Durham.  Here are a few of the things we’ve been working on!  

 Our Repairs Program works to repair homes for low-income elderly and/or disabled homeowners whose 

living arrangements are at risk because of significant structural problems.  Over the past two years we have 

increased our capacity from 25 homes per year to over 50 homes, with a goal of 80+ this coming year.  Our 

repairs program is a critical part of our work because it allows us to preserve existing affordable housing at a 

lower cost than building new homes, and stems the ever-increasing forces of gentrification in our 

neighborhoods. Verly Powell (pictured), a retired anesthesia operating room technician, has owned her home 

for 48 years.  An active community member and Pastor in her church for 23 years, she was always quick to  

 

 

lend people a helping hand.  Here’s what she had to say when it 

was finally her time to receive some help: “I was going through 

a major roof crisis, it was raining inside my home and I’m on 

fixed income. I didn’t have the money to fix it but Habitat 

stepped in and made it possible for me to get to my new roof.  

The Repairs Team has such high quality.  Their care, concern, 

and hard work helps people in a time of need.  They love what 

they do and they are good at it!  All the work that they did was 

quality and they are glad to do it and to be of service.”  

continued on page 5 
 

 



 The Homeownership Incubation Program (HIP) is another key innovation.  HIP is for partners who are not 

yet homebuyer-ready, but can be with a relatively short-term (12-18 months) affordable rental.  HIP is a rental 

pathway to homeownership.  Habitat purchased two dilapidated duplexes in East Durham, and we renovated 

them to provide four units for the HIP pilot.  With these units we can now provide a short term Habitat rental at a 

reasonable rate of approximately $500 per month, and invite applicants to use the savings in monthly rent we 

create to clear their judgment over the course of a year or so.  Renters are expected to work on sweat equity and 

other aspects of preparing for Habitat homeownership like budgeting classes during the incubation period.  And, 

when they meet all the criteria, they buy a Habitat home.  We are excited to continue to grow this powerful new 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have some great resources online – including some great videos featuring these innovative programs – which 

you can always find at www.durhamhabitat.org   

 2017-18 Durham Habitat Annual Report Infographic, www.durhamhabitat.org/financial 

 Habitat Repairs Program video featuring Mr. Robert Williams, www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkerusyFtOo 

 2018 Durham Habitat Video Neighbors Helping Neighbors, www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAF7-

Sf1ojs&feature=youtu.beSummer 2018 documentary video 

 Be A Cornerstone, www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqXZZj5ousc&feature=youtu.be 

 

 We hope to see you on a build site in 2018-19!  If you are interested in building with Habitat, you can contact 

our Watts Street Baptist Church Durham Habitat champions Fran Langstaff (franlang@msn.com) or Steve Booth 

(spbooth@mindspring.com).  Also, Durham Habitat is putting Faith into Action with gifts of time, talent and 

treasure.  If you’d like to sign up to get involved, or make a contribution, you can do that at 

www.durhamhabitat.org/donate.  Thank you Watts Street Baptist Church community for continuing to put your faith 

in action to continue to serve and love our Durham neighbors! 

With peace and blessings, 

 
Blake Strayhorn, Executive Director 

Durham Habitat 
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Habitat for Humnity of Durham (continued) 

 

 Our first Tiny Home, an important innovation in an environment of 

rapidly increasing land costs, was completed last year.  Ms. Wanda - our 

first Tiny Home owner - says, “This home is ‘just right’ sized”.   It is 504 

square feet, and has a mortgage of only $419 each month, including taxes 

and insurance. We have recently finished building our second Tiny 

Home in partnership with Durham Technical Community College – it 

was built in their parking lot with their Construction Class, and will be 

transported to a vacant lot nearby for a future Habitat homeowner.  

 We launched a Workforce Development Program in 2017. Donell 

Shaw, our first Repairs Apprentice at Durham Habitat, was a new hire 

last year.  Donell was homeless, working as a dishwasher, when we hired 

him in December. He’s now a key member of our repairs team, earning a 

living wage and helping us expand our repairs capacity.  Our goal is to 

continue growing our workforce development program, thereby 

increasing our capacity on home repairs as well as new home 

construction.  We know there are jobs at the end of the apprenticeship - 

our builder partners are starved for labor, and they say they’d like to hire 

people who have trained with Habitat.  We engage more than 7,000 

volunteers annually on Habitat work sites, including AmeriCorps 

members, and we’re excited to leverage our skills to help train Durham 

neighbors in need of employment. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/M1BIOHP1/www.durhamhabitat.org
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/M1BIOHP1/www.durhamhabitat.org/financial
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkerusyFtOo
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/M1BIOHP1/www.youtube.com/watch%3fv=lAF7-Sf1ojs&feature=youtu.beSummer%202018%20documentary%20video
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/M1BIOHP1/www.youtube.com/watch%3fv=lAF7-Sf1ojs&feature=youtu.beSummer%202018%20documentary%20video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqXZZj5ousc&feature=youtu.be
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Education Connection:  Merrick-Moore Elementary 

Missions Committee:  2018-2019 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Bob Kruhm, Laura Lee, Lily Lehman, Amy Rublein, 

Joy Turner, and Dan Winn.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information about 

Watts Street’s Missions. 
 

 Merrick-Moore Elementary 

school is a Durham Public school 

that serves 640 students in grades 

K- 5.  Over 98% of the students 

receive free or reduced-price 

lunches daily.  WSBC has been 

providing support for the school in 

several different ways for the past 

year and a half.  

 Last year and again this year, 

WSBC provided funds for the 

annual Book Fair held at the school.  

In past years, teachers purchased 

books for many of their students at 

the Book Fair because most parents 

from the school were not able to 

send money in for children to 

purchase a book.  Once again, this 

year the WSBC Mission Committee 

and a few individual donors from 

WSBC contributed funds so that 

over 200 students could each 

purchase one book to take home 

during the Book Fair which was 

held November 26-30.  There were 

also several WSBC members who 

volunteered to work at the Book 

Fair by helping children choose 

books and keeping the books 

organized.  Heartfelt thanks go to 

Diana Jackson, Clark Godfrey, 

Cyd Reynolds, Maggie Chotas, 

Amie Koch, and Emily McCoy 

for volunteering at the book fair.  

 A few WSBC members 

volunteer at the school on a 

weekly basis to tutor children and 

help in the media center.  If you 

have an hour or two per week that 

you can give to the children or 

teachers at Merrick-Moore, 

contact Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 

at januzzip@gmail.com. There are 

a variety of ways you can help. 

  

  

 
   
  

 

 

Diana Jackson was one of 

several WSBC volunteers at the 

Merrick-Moore Book Fair. 

Volunteers are 

needed at 

Merrick-Moore! 
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Mission Baskets 

OPEN TABLE MINISTRY 

 

Your donation will help the lives of 

countless people in need. 
Help Open Table Ministry stock their Free Store with much needed clothing and 
hygiene items for the homeless for the winter.  They request deodorant, belts, men's 
jeans (smaller sizes), sneakers, socks, warm gloves, hoodies, hooded coats, warm 
blankets & backpacks.   

Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) with questions. 
 

December M4M:  El Salvador Scholarships 
 The Minute for Missions on December 9 will be in support of academic opportunities for students in El 

Salvador.  This effort began in 2008 at the request of Lidia Melendez, the wife of Pastor Miguel at Emmanuel 

Baptist Church, the church in San Salvador, El Salvador with which WSBC has a covenant relationship.   

 Watts Street has been sending people to El Salvador since 2005, including three youth groups led by 

Kelly Sasser.  We started out helping to build houses, but soon realized that we were building relationships 

with the people in El Salvador.  

 During our visits to El Salvador, we learned of a need for children to have money to buy uniforms and 

school supplies and to pay bus travel expenses. WSBC began by sponsoring 14 children from the community 

of Alegria.  Several groups of adults and youth from Watts Street have been to this community and have 

spent time and fellowship with these students and their families.  Some of the children eventually graduated 

from high school and needed continued support for tuition to one of the universities in San Salvador.  We 

now also provide support to sponsor students from another community, San Rafael, as well.  

 The country of El Salvador is experiencing extreme gang violence, and poverty continues to be a reality 

for many of the people living in the country.  The leaders at Emmanuel Baptist Church always say that 

education is the way to a better life and the biggest need for their country.  

 The El Salvador Committee is grateful for the support of WSBC over the past ten years.  We would like 

to continue our practice of supporting education for the children of El Salvador and would appreciate any 

support that you can give.  

Clark Godfrey 

clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com 

El Savador Missions Group 
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  A decision made at a public hearing on December 3 by the Durham City 

Council will allow the plans for the Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit project to 

move forward to groundbreaking in 2020 and operation in 2028.  

 After more than three hours of public comments, the Durham City Council 

voted unanimously to rezone a suburban area of southwest Durham for the light 

rail project’s rail yard. 

 Community groups and former elected officials spoke in favor of the rezoning. 

Durham CAN (Congregations, Associations and Neighborhoods), the People’s 

Alliance and the Coalition for Affordable Housing and Transit were all in favor. 

 At a recent Durham CAN Council meeting, Watts Street committed to sending 

at least six members to attend the December 3 hearing in support of the rezoning 

request for the Rail Operations Maintenance Facility.  Supporters who attended 

were Amy Armstrong, Matt Clark, Dave Connelly, Bob Kruhm, Jeanne Kruhm, 

Ralph McCoy and Rebecca Olmedo. 

 Affordable housing is a primary focus of Durham CAN.  Over 100 Watts 

Street members participated in a Durham CAN sponsored listening session where 

transportation, jobs and affordable housing were major issues of concern.  Light 

rail supporters testified how affordable housing and transit go hand in hand. 

According to Go Triangle, the light rail project will provide convenient access to 

the major employers in the region for the same price as a bus ride.  Some 30 

percent of existing affordable housing, including 67 percent of Durham Housing 

Authority units will be within a 10 minute walk of transit.  

 The Federal Transit Administration highly values transit projects that provide 

improved service to affordable-housing communities. Based on the FTA’s criteria, 

the light-rail project will receive a 5 out of 5 rating in this category.  

 Watts Street members will be invited to participate in future public hearings 

related to the light rail project.  Congregation members can attend regular Durham 

CAN Metro Council meetings as well as monthly meetings of the Coalition for 

Affordable Housing and Transit.  The next Coalition meeting will be held Monday, 

December 17 from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 305 E. 

Main Street, Durham.   

Bob Kruhm 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

Durham CAN Liaison 

 

 

WSBC Represented at Light Rail Transit Hearing 

 

One World Market Shopping Day 
 

 The annual Watts Street Holiday Shopping Day at One World Market was a huge success again this year! 

Thanks to all who headed over to Ninth Street on Sunday, December 2 to shop for Fair Trade items and to 

support One World Market.  Overall sales this year on WSBC Shopping Day were over $4,000, which is $1,000 

more than the holiday shopping day last year. 

  One World Market got its start in the Fellowship Hall at WSBC twenty-six years ago and there have been 

Watts Street members on the board of directors most of those years, including the current board.  Current board 

chair, Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, says that the staff and board of OWM are extremely appreciative of the on-going 

support that WSBC shows for the only Fair Trade store in Durham!  Other current board members from WSBC 

include Jan Williams, Steve Booth, and Rebeca Olmedo.  There will be a One World Market Breakfast event in 

the WSBC Fellowship Hall in 2019 where some exciting new changes for the non-profit store will be 

announced!  Let Paula know if you want to be included on the guest list!  

Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 

januzzip@gmail.com 

 


