
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Lovefeast 

 

 

“Glory to God in the Highest 
and on earth, peace, good will to all people.”
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PRELUDE ......................................................... Brass 

CALL TO WORSHIP ........................ Chancel Choir 

*HYMN ................................................. Adeste Fideles 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!  

Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
We would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
 

GREETING 

PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE ........................................... Luke 2:1-16 

HYMN ........................................................... St. Louis 

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 

How silently, how silently, 
The wonderous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

 
*Please stand. 

 
 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

HYMN ......................................................... Stille Nacht 

Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild; 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

HYMN .....................................................Morning Star 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining, 
Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore him, in slumber reclining, 
Maker, and Monarch, and Savior of all. 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation; 
Vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

MORAVIAN TABLE GRACE 

Come Lord Jesus, our guest to be 
And bless these gifts bestowed by thee. 

Bless our loved ones everywhere, 
And keep them in thy loving care. 

ANTHEMS .......................................... Chancel Choir



 
 
 

HYMN ................................................. Regent Square 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing,    
Yonder shines the infant light: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 
Ye have seen his natal star: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

HYMN ............................................... The First Nowell 

The first Nowell, the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel! 

They lookèd up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night: 

And by the light of that same star, 
Three wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went: 

This star drew nigh to the northwest; 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
And there it did both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay: 

Then entered in those wise men three, 
Full rev’rently upon their knee, 
And offered there, in his presence, 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense: 

HYMN ............................................... Christmas Song 

There’s a song in the air! 
There’s a star in the sky! 
There’s a mother’s deep prayer, 
And a baby’s low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

 
 
 
There’s a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth, 
For the Virgin’s sweet boy, 
Is the Lord of the earth. 
Ay! The star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song, 
That comes down through the night, 
From the heavenly throng. 
Ay! We shout to the lovely evangel they bring, 
And we greet in His cradle our Saviour and King! 

ORGAN INTERLUDE 

HYMN ............................................................... Hagen 

This hymn is sung antiphonally by the 
Congregation and Choir, the Congregation 
singing the words in bold type. 

Morning Star, O cheering sight! 
Ere Thou cam’st how dark earth’s night! 

Morning Star, O cheering sight! 

Ere Thou cam’st how dark earth’s night! 

Jesus mine, In me shine; 

In me shine, Jesus mine; 

Fill my heart with light divine. 

Morning Star, Thy glory bright 
Far excels the sun’s clear light; 

Morning Star, Thy glory bright 

Far excels the sun’s clear light; 

Jesus be, Constantly, 

Constantly, Jesus be 

More than thousand suns to me. 

Thy glad beams, Thou Morning Star, 
Cheer the nations near and far, 

Thy glad beams, Thou Morning Star, 

Cheer the nations near and far, 

Thee we own, Lord alone, 

Lord alone, Thee we own, 

Man’s great savior, God’s dear Son. 

Morning Star, My soul’s true Light, 
Tarry not, dispel my night; 

Morning Star, My soul’s true Light, 

Tarry not, dispel my night; 

Jesus mine, In me shine, 

In me shine, Jesus mine, 

Fill my heart with light divine. 

SCRIPTURE ............................................. John 1:1-5 

“. . .  The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has never put it out.” 

 

 



*HYMN .................................................... Mendelssohn 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King;” 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of the virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

 

*HYMN ............................................................. Antioch 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

Worshippers extinguish their candles before leaving 
the pews.  Please place the candles in the baskets in 
the foyers. 

 

POSTLUDE...................................................... Organ 

 

OFFERING FOR THE HOMELESS 

 As you depart, you are invited to make an offering to Families Moving Forward, a Durham agency which 
offers a temporary home to families with children in the crisis of homelessness.  Offering baskets are located 
at the exits. 

THE MORAVIAN LOVEFEASTS 

 The early Christians met and broke bread together to signify their unity, fellowship, and love.  In 1727, the 
Moravian Church revived this practice and established the custom of celebrating the great church festivals by 
partaking together of a simple meal known as a “lovefeast.”  The first lovefeasts of the Moravian Church in 
North America were held in Savannah, Georgia, during the years 1735-1740.  The first lovefeast in Wachovia 
was held on the evening of the arrival of the first Moravian colonists in North Carolina, November 17, 1753, 
at Bethabara. 
 The Christmas Lovefeast, with its lighted candles, is one of the most beautiful services of the Moravian 
Church, and has been adopted for use by Christians of many other denominations.  The custom originated on 
the European continent at Marienborn in the year 1747, and spread throughout the Moravian world.  In 
North Carolina, the candles were used for the first time in the children’s lovefeast of Bethabara and Bethania 
in 1762.  Each person is given a lighted candle, symbolizing the words of Jesus: “I am the Light of the world,” 
and “You are the light of the world. . . . Let your light so shine before all people, that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

 • • • • • 
 We welcome you to Watts Street Baptist Church.  A congregation within the classic free church Baptist 
tradition, we are affiliated with the American Baptist Churches USA, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the 
Alliance of Baptists, and the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists.  We welcome and affirm all 
persons, regardless of race, class, origin, sexual orientation, or any other distinction.  The Christmas Lovefeast 
is offered to the community in part by the Music Endowment Fund of Watts Street Baptist Church. 

 Watts Street Baptist Church — 800 Watts Street, Durham, North Carolina 27701 — (919) 688-1366 

 www.wattsstreet.org  


