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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

DECEMBER 24, 2018 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Gathering Music/Prelude: 

“A Medley of Sacred Christmas Carols” 

Flute Duet 

During the Prelude, the paraments are changed from purple to white. 

Welcome/Call to Worship 

 Minister: Alleluia!  Unto us a child is born.  

 People: O come, let us adore him.  Alleluia! 

*COME AND WORSHIP 

Carol 148: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ...................................................... ADESTE FIDELES 

Minister: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

People: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests  

 upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Minister: His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 

the throne of David and his kingdom. 

People:   He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore.  (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 

Carol 149: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (stanzas 1-3) .................. REGENT SQUARE 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Reader:   After days of waiting and preparation, we gather tonight to light the center 

candle, the Christ candle! 

Light Bearer:  Why do we light the Christ candle? 

People:   We light the Christ candle as a reminder that Jesus Christ, born in a stable 

in Bethlehem, is the Light of the world, a light no darkness can put out.  

May this light shine through us as a gift to all we meet. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.



People sing: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (stanza 4) ................... REGENT SQUARE 

 Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 

 Suddenly the Lord, descending, here among us shall appear: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the new-born King. 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

First Reading: The Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-7 

Carol 147: “Away in a Manger” .......................................................... AWAY IN A MANGER 

Second Reading:  The Shepherds and the Angels – Luke 2:8-14  

“What Child Is This” ................. Traditional English Melody, 16th Century, arr. Brent Olst 

Third Reading: The Shepherds Arrive Praising God – Luke 2:15-20 

Carol 159: “There’s a Song in the Air!” .................................................. CHRISTMAS SONG 

A Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

Solo: “Gesu Bambino” ......................................................................................... Pietro Yon 

Prayer 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

Following the prayer, take your candle and bulletin and join the circle around the 

sanctuary.  Parents/guardians of young children, please come forward to stand with 

your children at the front of the sanctuary.  The rest of the congregation will move to 

the side aisles. 

As we light the individual candles, we sing “Silent Night, Holy Night” and “Joy to the 

World” (see back of worship bulletin). 

Christmas Greetings 

We extinguish our candles and continue the celebration in the Fellowship Hall with 

Christmas refreshments. 

As you depart, you are invited to make an offering to Families Moving Forward, a 

Durham agency which offers a temporary home to families with children in the crisis of 

homelessness.  Offering baskets are located at the exits. 
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Silent Night, Holy Night .............................................................................. STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King; 

Christ, the Savior, is born, Christ, the Savior is born. 

Joy to the World ................................................................................................... ANTIOCH 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin, 

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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