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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 2, 2018 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ........................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Chancel Choir: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s son, make here your home. 

Dance in wonder all on earth: God has chosen such a birth. 

Minister: The time is surely coming when our love for one another and all of God’s 

children will increase. 

People: We live into that time with hope and joy. 

Minister: The day is surely coming when God will strengthen our hearts with humility 

and holiness. 

People: We anticipate that day as we reach out to serve all of those in need. 

Minister: The days are surely coming when we will walk the paths of faithfulness and 

steadfast love. 

People: We begin this journey, knowing that all of God’s promises will be fulfilled.  

*Processional Hymn 119: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  ..................... VENI EMMANUEL 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: Advent is the season of preparation for the coming of the Christ child.  The 

prophet Isaiah says, “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and the Lord’s glory will 

be seen upon you.” 

Light bearer:  Why do we light this candle? 

____________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



People: We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God.  With 

this coming, there is hope that our Savior’s love will fill the world and set 

all people free. 

People sing: “Advent Candles” .................................................... Glen and Susan Eernisse 

 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Call to Prayer: O God, our God, Wonderful Counselor and Hope of the World: in this 

season of preparation, of waiting, of longing, help us draw near to you and to 

each other.  We seek your Light.  We long for your presence.  Open our eyes, 

hear our prayers. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

People Sing: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (stanza 4) ........................................ ST. LOUIS 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our God, Emmanuel. 

Pastoral Prayer  

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 25:1-10 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 



Sermon: “Be Born in Us Today: Hope” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all the ways you reveal your light 

to us. 

People: May these offerings nurture the ways your promise is breaking into the world 

in acts of compassion, justice, and peace. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Savior of the Nations, Come” (BWV 61) ........................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn: “Advent Hymn” (see insert) ................................................................... KINGSFOLD 

Text by Virginia Batts Chorley 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ......................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

Music Notes: Bach composed Cantata 61, “Savior of the Nations, Come,” for the First Sunday of 

Advent on December 2, 1714, in Weimar.  The text of the first movement (heard today as the 

Anthem) is based on Martin Luther’s translation of the 4th century text of the same name, written 

by Ambrose of Milan.  The tune is from 1524, based on a plainsong from circa 1100.  Notable 

about Bach’s version is his text painting of the phrase “Dance in wonder all on earth” — Bach 

hides the tune in a rollicking triple meter fugue, returning to the French overture style for the final 

phrase of the tune and text.  The Introit is the chorale itself (which serves as the final movement 

of the Cantata).  The Prelude and Postlude are two of Bach’s organ settings of the tune. 
 



 


