
 

 

 

“But there is something about deepest humility 
which makes [people] bold. For utter 
obedience is self-forgetful obedience. No 
longer do we hesitate and shuffle and 
apologize because, say we, we are weak, 
lowly creatures and the world is a pack of 
snarling wolves among whom we are sent as 
sheep by the Shepherd (Matt. 10:16). . . . 

Only the inner vision of God, only the God-blindedness of unreservedly 
dedicated souls, only the utterly humble ones can bow and break the 
raging pride of a power-mad world. But self-renunciation means God-
possession, the being possessed by God. Out of utter humility and self-
forgetfulness comes the thunder of the prophets, “Thus saith the Lord.” 
High station and low are leveled before [God]. Be not fooled by the 
world’s power. . . . These are not cheap and hasty words. The high and 
noble adventures of faith can in our truest moments be seen as no 
adventures at all, but certainties. And if we live in complete humility in 
God we can smile in patient assurance as we work. Will you be wise 
enough and humble enough to be little fools of God? For who can 
finally stay [God’s] power? Who can resist [God’s] persuading love?” 
 

From A Testament of Devotion by Quaker Thomas Raymond Kelly 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

NOVEMBER 18, 2018 

THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord” .................................... Johann Sebastian Bach  

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: We gather to worship together, 

People: Different people, different lives, different histories, 

Minister: Yet all children of the same Parent, 

People: Created lovingly by the Source of all life! 

Minister: We gather to reconnect with one another, 

People: Different people, different lives, different histories, 

Minister: Yet all disciples of one Teacher. 

People: Jesus, the Word made flesh, dwelling among us. 

Minister: We gather with different joys and sorrows, different hopes and fears, 

People: Different people, different lives, different histories, 

Minister: Yet one people with one God, one faith, one baptism. 

People: Let us open ourselves to the presence of God at work in us, among us, and 

through us. 

* Hymn 276: “We Gather Together” ........................................................................ KREMSER 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us take time to be still and center ourselves in the presence of God.      

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

____________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



 

Corporate Confession: Mystical, transcendent God, there is so much of life we simply do 

not know.  In our arrogance, we “talk big” and utter what we do not understand.  In 

our frustration, we can be reckless with our words and actions.  In our self-absorption, 

we miss hearing your voice and we veer off from your path.  Rescue us, O Lord, from 

our small-mindedness.  In your mercy, help us see and be a part of what you are 

doing in the world.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Humility” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 565: “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You” ............ WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: “Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home.” 

People: We offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good our vows to the 

Most High. (Psalm 50:14) 

Receiving Gifts 

Chancel Choir: “Soon and Very Soon” ......................... Andraé Crouch, arr. Jack Schrader 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King; Hallelujah!  We’re going to see 

the King.  No more dying there, we are going to see the King! 

*Doxology  .................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; one God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 



COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 431: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” ...................................... AR HYD Y NOS 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Allegro maestoso e vivace—Fuga” (Sonata 2 in C minor) ... Felix Mendelssohn 

 

 

 

Image on Cover: Dwennimmen, a symbol from Ghana, West Africa, is a bird's eye view 

of two rams butting heads, representing humbleness mated with strength. 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody 

Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 
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