
Pledge to Make a Difference! 
October opens the season here at Watts Street when we fo-
cus most intentionally on God’s call to be good stewards of 
all that has been given to us.  We’re called to manage well 
our time, our talents, and yes – our money, and this call can 
be challenging.  We’re in a season for reflection and ques-
tions and action.  How can we make a difference in the living 
of these days?  How do we make a difference in our personal 
lives, in Durham, in our world – and for the community of 
faith that comes together regularly at the corner of Watts 
and Urban? 

This fall, we’re encouraging you to Pledge to Make a Differ-
ence.  Make no mistake - when you pledge and support 
Watts Street’s mission, and this community of faith - you re-
ally do make a difference. 

There is much to discuss this year, and you will have several 
opportunities to talk about our budget goal and to consider 
what you want our church to be. On Sunday October 14, the 
Stewardship Committee will again host a Stewardship Break-
fast during the Sunday School hour.  We’ve scheduled this 
breakfast a bit earlier than past years to allow more conver-
sation before the vote on our budget the following Sunday. 

After two years of small group discussions in each classroom, 
we’re returning to the Fellowship Hall as a group. But the 
tasty breakfast treats and good coffee are still on the menu.  
Stewardship Sunday, where we offer our pledges for the 
coming year, will be October 28.  

The 2018-19 Stewardship Committee stands ready to help  
answer your questions.  The members of this year’s Steward-
ship Committee team are Gene Downs, Nancy Freeman, Cari 
Furness, Adam King, Laura Lee, David Rhoades, David Smith, 
and Carol Stanley. 

Denominational Discernment Sessions 
We have two important Denominational Discernment  
gatherings coming up that are critical for us as we take the 
next steps in our process.   

Sunday, September 30, from 5-7 p.m., is an educational  
session.  After our circle discernment conversations in the 
Spring, we heard quite clearly that people wanted a better 
handle on what our affiliations currently are, and specifically 
how we interact with them and what challenges we find with 
them.  Maggie Chotas, Jim Drennan, and Jonathan Sauls have 
been researching each of our partners and interviewing staff 
and church members about them.  On Sunday evening, Do-
risanne Cooper will give an introduction about Watts Street 
as a Baptist church and why Baptists have denominations in 
general.  Then Maggie, Jim, and Jonathan will each teach us 
about our denominational partnerships and receive your 
questions about them.  We have heard clearly that we want 
to make informed decisions about our path forward and we 
want people to have the information they need to help dis-
cern that path together. 

On Sunday, October 7, from 5-7 p.m.,  we’ll talk through 
some possible options for the different ways we might shape 
our denominational relationships going forward.  We’ll do 
this through conversation and then in a straw poll format 
that helps us name the options to which we feel most led. 

After these two sessions, unless we collectively sense we 
need another educational session, we will gather back to-
gether for 2-3 Sunday evenings of circle discernment so that 
we might reach the decision that best enriches our commu-
nity of faith and that we can all affirm together.  

Childcare will be provided at both sessions.  Please RSVP 
with Esther if you are able.  We will have light snacks but not 
a meal for the adults. Esther will be in touch with families 
about a food plan for the children. 

Whether you were a part of the Spring circle conversations 
or are just joining in now, we hope that you can be present 
for this important time and the conversation going for-
ward.  We look forward to the strengthening of this commu-
nity as we discern our path together. 

The WattsLine 
October 2018 

Fall Church Picnic! 
Join us on Saturday, October 13 
from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at Solite 
Park (4704 Fayetteville Road) for 
food, conversations, and fun on 
the grassy fields, playground, 
sand volleyball courts, basketball courts, and pump 
track.  Bring a dish to share, lawn chairs or blankets, 
and Frisbees, balls, bubbles, etc.  We’ll gather at the 
picnic shelter to eat around 5:30 p.m.  Come one, 
come all! 

Fall Church Meeting – October 21 
Gather in the Fellowship Hall following worship for lunch and 
the Fall Church Meeting.  No reservations needed.  After the 
meal, we receive committee reports, introduce new mem-
bers, discuss and approve the 2019 church budget, and re-
ceive recommendations for funding of roof repairs. 
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Reaching In... 

Wednesday Movie Matinee 
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered by the Senior 
Adult Coordinating Council, is open to all.  Enjoy the 
movie, along with popcorn and soda, as well as time 
with your friends!  On October 3 at 1:00 p.m. in room 
102, we’ll enjoy While You Were Sleeping, a romantic 
comedy with Sandra Bullock and Bill Pullman.   

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering 
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  Join us for 
lunch at the Lilly’s Pizza (W. 810 Peabody St.) on 
Sunday, October 7, at 12:15 p.m.  For more information 
about our Young Adult Ministry, contact Blanche 
Williams (blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or Kelly 
Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, October 11 and 25 
7:15 a.m. at Elmo’s Diner 
Contact Dick Chorley (919-286-1645, 
rchorley@nc.rr.com) with questions. 

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, October 11 and 25 
10:30 a.m. in Room 115 
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, October 16 
12 p.m. in the Church Library 
The book for October is Appalachian Memory by Mary 
Jane Salyers.  Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, 
mccoy6320@gmail.com) serves as coordinator.  Drop-
ins are always welcomed to this lively conversation! 

 
 
 
 
Fall Church Workday, October 20 
Please come out for the Fall Church Workday on 
Saturday, October 20, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Spend time 
outside in good company while we work to beautify 
and improve the grounds of the church.  Outdoor tasks 
include raking leaves, weeding beds, spreading mulch 
and trimming shrubs.  Workday is a great opportunity 
to get to know other church members and your church 
building.  If you have questions, email B & G chair Mack 
Wilkins (wilkins_gman@hotmail.com). 

Barter Theatre Trip 
October 26-27, we have a great group going to the 
historic Barter Theatre in Abingdon, VA.  The group will 
see two plays:  Singin’ in the Rain and Sally McCoy.  
Thanks to Blanche Williams for coordinating! 

Out and About  
On October 27, Michael Wong and Brian 
Johnson will host a Halloween-themed 
potluck supper at their home, 1110 
Poplar St., Durham 27703, 6:30 p.m.  All 
are welcome to join WSBC's GLBTQ 
members and their friends.  Bring food and drink to 
share.  Costumes if you like!  For more information call 
Gordon Whitaker (919-918-3658). 

It’s Candle Wrapping Time!   
We need all available men and women to wrap 600 
Love Feast candles.  Beginning November 5, we meet 
every Monday at 9 a.m. in room 102, and continue until 
we finish the job.  For more information, contact Becky 
Dodson (919-471-1832). 

Thanks to everyone who came out to our 
Neighborhood Block Party on September 5! 

mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
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Personnel Committee Update 
This year has been a time of transition for our staff.  A 
retirement; a resignation; job changes.  It is an 
important time for our church and for our staff.  

As planned when we realized that Diane Hill would be 
retiring this year, we are now in the middle of an 
intentional Transition period.  The Committee is 
formulating a process for the church to determine the 
staffing structure that is appropriate and affordable 
for our church going forward.  That will include the 
formation of a special study group to facilitate a 
review of our ministries and to make 
recommendations for a permanent staffing structure.  
The target date for that study to begin is early in 
2019.  If you have any thoughts about how this 
Transition is going or suggestions for improvements, 
please share them with a member of the Personnel 
Committee or with Dorisanne.   

In the meantime, our ministers are all available should 
you have pastoral care or other needs.  Normally 
Esther’s weekday off is on Thursday and Dorisanne 
and Kelly are off on Fridays.  Esther is coordinating the 
Prayer List, but you can contact any minister if you 
have a need.  The best way to reach them is by email, 
but if it is an emergency, they are available by cell 
phone as well.  They want to hear from you. 

As the staff said in an earlier email to the 
congregation: 
 Know that we are here.  We care deeply for this 
congregation and the witness we are all together.  We 
pray that God’s Spirit will be felt in these coming 
months in ways that comfort and nurture, in ways 
that prompt and challenge, in ways that open up new 
ways of doing church together.  We look forward to 
building the future of Watts Street with you. 

Thanks for all you do to make this a special and sacred 
place. 

Personnel Committee: John Burton-Crutchfield,  
Jim Drennan, Hope Williams Durack, Mitch Heflin, 
Charlotte Lundy, and April Walton. 

Help Make the Bazaar a Huge Success! 

Spread the Word! 
Post Fall Bazaar/Church Yard Sale fliers 
in your neighborhoods, work places, and 
favorite stores.  Share on your 
neighborhood list-serves.  Invite family 
and friends to the sale.  (Contact Kelly 
Sasser for fliers, pdfs, and email content.) 

Contribute to the Fall Bazaar! 
If you are able to sew, do wood-working, make hand-
crafted items, create artwork, share photography, 
roast peanuts, bake cakes or other sweet treats, we’d 
love to have your support!  Please contact Kirsten 
Kruhm or Kelly Sasser and let us know what you can 
contribute.   

Bring your Yard Sale Donations! 
Clean out your closets and bring in your quality items 
(but no clothing donations, text books, or 
professional/medical books, please).  Donations can 
be brought to the church beginning Sunday, October 
28.  (Youth will be available to help you unload cars 
after church on this day.)  Last day to bring donations: 
Thursday, November 1.   

Volunteer on the Day of the Sale! 
Work a shift in the concession stand and help with 
food prep, the serving window, and clean-up! Contact 
Debra Freeman or Tiffany Husack.  Work a shift in the 
Fall Bazaar and help greet, answer questions, and 
make sales!  Contact Kirsten Kruhm or Kelly Sasser. 
Work a shift in the Church Yard Sale and help greet, 
answer questions, and make sales!  Contact Kris Arges 
or Steve Ritz.  

Reaching In (cont.)... 

41st Annual Fall Bazaar/Church Yard Sale 
Saturday, November 3, from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Come for breakfast! Biscuits, sausage, scones, coffee, 
hot chocolate.  Stay and Shop! Handmade arts and 
crafts, crochet/needlework, dolls, holiday decorations, 
homemade cakes, pies, and other treats, etc.  Discover 
Second Hand Treasures!  Furniture, appliances, kitch-
en items, dishes, jewelry, electronics, toys, games, 
books, and much more! Enjoy Lunch! Hot soup, Bruns-
wick stew, chicken-n-dumplings, tasty sandwiches, 
cold drinks, etc.  Proceeds support Hurricane Florence 
relief, the Good Shepherd Window restoration, and 
our Youth Summer Mission Experiences.   
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Join Us at the Pride Parade 
On Saturday, September 29, Watts 
Street is once again participating in the 
annual statewide LGBTQ celebration in 
Durham.  All are welcome to join our 
group in the parade.  Bring your lunch 
and join us for a picnic on the WSBC 
playground at 11 a.m.  Then we’ll head over to Duke’s 
East Campus for the parade and return by 3 p.m.  For 
information or “God Adores You” t-shirts, contact 
Gordon Whitaker. 

October Mission Baskets: NCCU Food Pantry 
Please help us alleviate hunger on campus this fall by 
restocking North Carolina Central University’s Food 
Pantry with non-perishable foods and hygiene 
products.  The Food Pantry requests canned soups, 
fruits and vegetables (no Ramen noodles, please!), 
snacks, rice, pasta, cereal and can openers.  In addition, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, body soap, travel size 
deodorant, pads/tampons are needed.  Please leave 
your donations in the mission baskets in the side foyer 
near the sanctuary or in the Fellowship Hall.  Contact 
David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 
with questions. 

October Minute for Mission 
On October 14, Austin Maynor will be speaking about 
Peace Cathedral in the Republic of Georgia.  A 
progressive Baptist group influenced by the liturgy of 
the Georgian Orthodox church, it is also the only 
LGBTQ+ affirming church in the Republic.  They operate 
a daily soup kitchen for those experiencing 
homelessness and food insecurity.  Austin will talk 
about their deep commitment to the work of peace 
and justice in Georgia and the rest of the world.  Please 
write checks to WSBC with “Peace Cathedral” on the 
memo line. 

Learning about “Dementia and Well-Being” 
The WSBC Senior Adult Coordinating Council is hosting  
Carmelita Karhoff from “Dementia Inclusive Durham” 
on Tuesday, October 2, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Carmelita will help us focus on 
enhancing the well-being of persons living with 
dementia.  She’ll point us to resources in Durham and 
ways the faith community can offer support.  This event 
is open to the community—please spread the word!  
Please contact kelly@wattsstreet.org if you plan to 
participate. 

Doing Justice with Watts Street 
Many of us are finding the weekly congregational 
advocacy emails to be tremendously helpful as we seek 
to put our faith into action!  Every Wednesday an email 
is sent out with some education and a few highlighted 
actions around a certain area of social justice.  If you’re 
interested in joining your voice in collective efforts with 
the Watts Street community, email 
advocacy@wattsstreet.org or sign up on the bulletin 
board in the hallway.  Special thanks to Amy 
Armstrong, Rachel Sauls, and Dorisanne Cooper for 
their leadership with this effort. 

Interested in Cub Scouting?   
Watts Street sponsors Cub Pack 440 
and we’re actively recruiting boys and 
girls ages 7-10 and adult leaders for a 
growing group!  We are hosting a 
“Blast Off!” Cub Pack Interest Meeting 
on Monday, October 1 from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  We’d love 
for this program to be a strong outreach to the 
community – so please spread the word!  If you’d like 
to know more, please contact John Rublein, Worth 
Lutz, or Kelly Sasser. 

Durham Can 
Durham CAN confirmed the next Public Assembly will 
be held Saturday, October 27, at First Presbyterian 
Church, 305 E Main Street.  The focus will be on 
proposed changes to the current criminal justice 
system.  All Durham judicial candidates along with the 
new district attorney and new sheriff will be invited to 
participate.  There will be a Souls to the Polls event 
following the public event.  Watts Street has committed 
to having twenty-five members in attendance.  Contact 
Bob Kruhm (rkruhm@nc.rr.com, 919-544-3719) to sign 
on. 

Hurricane Florence Response Opportunities 
Our hearts are aching for people across North Carolina 
and South Carolina who have been impacted by 
Hurricane Florence and the subsequent flooding.   
Thank you for your prayers and anything you can do, 
big or small, to offer support to our neighbors in this 
time of tremendous need.  Visit the church website  
for details on how you can donate money, supplies, or 
time.  If you have interest in serving on a volunteer 
work team this fall, contact Kelly Sasser. 

Reaching Out... 

mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:advocacy@wattsstreet.org
mailto:rkruhm@nc.rr.com
http://wattsstreet.org/
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Monday, October 1 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/Pack 

Interest Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, October 2 
 9:00 a.m. Presentation on People 

Living with Dementia 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds 

Committee 
Wednesday, October 3 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: While 

You Were Sleeping 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Saturday, October 6 
 8:00 a.m. #TeenAnxiety: A Youth 

Mental Health Summit 
 9:00 a.m. Mission Retreat at Jim 

& Kris Arges home 
Sunday, October 7  
  – World Communion 

Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry 

Lunch at Lilly’s Pizza 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:00 p.m. Discernment 

Educational Gathering 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 
Monday, October 8 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, October 9 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education 

Ministry Committee 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, October 10 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, October 11 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 8:00 a.m. Garden Club 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Saturday, October 13 
 7:45 a.m. Youth-YAM JAM 

Gleaning project 
 4:00 p.m. Annual Church Picnic at 

Solite Park 
Sunday, October 14 
 8:30 a.m. Stewardship Breakfast 

& Kick-off 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music 

Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 
Monday, October 15 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational 

Relations 
 7:00 p.m. Peace and 

Reconciliation Mission 
Group 

 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, October 16 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: 

Appalachian Memory 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, October 17 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Saturday, October 20 
 8:30 a.m. Fall Church Work Day 
Sunday, October 21 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Children’s 

Sabbath, Esther Soud 
Parker preaching 

 12:05 p.m. Fall Church Meeting/
Vote on Budget 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 

Monday, October 22 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, October 23 
 8:00 a.m. Garden Club 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, October 24 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choirs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, October 25 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Friday, October 26 
 9:00 a.m. Adults leave for Barter 

Theatre Trip 
Saturday, October 27 
 7:30 a.m. Leave for Children’s 

Mission Day 
 4:15 p.m. Return from Children’s 

Mission Day 
 6:30 p.m. Out & About at Wong/

Johnson home 
 7:00 p.m. Adults return from 

Barter Theatre Trip 
Sunday, October 28  
  – Pledge Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. Setup for Bazaar 
 3:30 p.m. Youth—Scavenger 

Hunt for Red October 
Monday, October 29 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Wednesday, October 31 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
  No Wednesday night 

activities 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  

Calendar 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
October 7 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy 
Lock up: Zack Barker, Deanna Branscom & Michael Wong 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

October 14 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Michelle 

Roach, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Cathy Brennan & Allyn Meredith 
Sound System: David Tatum 

October 21 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Bob Hellwig, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Rachel Sauls 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Eva Brantley, Open 
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Henry Mitchell, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Lloyd Webb & Emerson Jakes 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

October 28 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Joe Gary, Danny McKinney, Michelle Roach,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Open 
Toddlers: Joy Turner, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: David Tatum 

 

Church News 

Bereavement Ministry Volunteers Needed 
This ministry to grieving families is extending God’s 
love in a tangible way.  Helpers are needed to be on 
one of 3 teams to prepare food for a meal (rarely) or 
to prepare sandwiches and small homemade treats for 
a reception.  The frequency is about 3 times a year; 
notice is usually 3-7 days.  We understand, too, if you 
are not available for some events.  Contact Sue 
Kauffman (suekauffman67@yahoo.com, 1-301-275-
9098) to volunteer.  

 

Flowers are needed in the Sanctuary  
Each Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.   
Sign up for a Sunday on the wall calendar in the 
receptionist’s office and fill out a slip with the 
information for the WS Weekly.  Call Sanders Florist to 
order your floral arrangement (919-286-1288). 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule for October 
 
Sunday, October 7—World Communion Sunday,   
 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 “Righteousness” (Job 1:1; 2:1-10) 
 
Sunday, October 14 
 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 “Risk” (Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17) 
 
Sunday, October 21—Children’s Sabbath, 
 Esther Soud Parker preaching 
 Praise and Alleluia Choirs singing 
  
Sunday, October 28—Pledge Sunday, 
 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 “Legacy” (Ruth 1:1-18) 
 Youth Choir singing 
 
 

mailto:suekauffman67@yahoo.com
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Children’s Mission Offering Challenge  
On Children’s Sabbath, October 21, all first –fifth 
graders receive $10 from the WSBC Missions Committee 
along with information about the Mission Offering 
Challenge.  Children are invited to invest or spend the 
money on a mission project of their choice and then 
share a report in The Watts Line on how they used their 
mission money.  To learn more about the Children’s 
Mission Offering Challenge contact Esther Soud Parker.  
 

Children’s Mission Day  
On Saturday, October 27,  
children in 1st – 5th grades travel 
to Conetoe, NC to spend the day 
on a farm mission site learning 
ways to share the harvest with 
others through gleaning, organic 
farming, bee-keeping, and more. 
Save the Date for this fun day to learn about missions 
with church friends.  Registrations are due now!  

 

 

 

 

 

Watts Street Children’s Choirs 
The WS children's choirs are in need of some substitute 
assistants for when their teachers are out of town or ill.  
If you are willing to be on the list to call please contact 
Melody Zentner (melody@wattsstreet.org).  

 
Celebration of Sukkot 
Beth El Preschool is celebrating Sukkot, a weeklong 

Jewish Holiday to celebrate the gathering of the harvest 

and remember how God protected the children of Israel 

when they left Egypt.  Sukkot is celebrated by dwelling 

in a foliage-covered booth known as a Sukkah.  As 

described in the Torah, the Sukkah evokes the 

temporary dwellings the Israelites inhabited on their 

way out of Egypt.  Come by and see a Sukkah in each 

preschool classroom for the children to explore.    

Save the Date 
September 30  First Graders Worship Class 
October 7    First Graders Worship Class  
October 14  First Graders Worship Class 
October 21  Children’s Sabbath 
     Children’s Mission Offering Challenge 
October 27  Children’s Mission Day 
 
A more detailed 2018 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 
online at www.wattsstreet.org  
 

 

Children’s Ministry 

First Graders Worship Education Classes 
Children designed a church, complete with pews, 
stained glass windows, doors, a library, road and 
more.  The First Graders Worship  Education class 
continues through October 14.  We’re exploring 
the church year, communion, baptism, prayer, 
hymns, scripture, offering, and more.   

Please encourage your child to attend the classes 
each Sunday to gain a better understanding of 
worship. 

mailto:melody@wattsstreet.org
http://www.wattsstreet.org
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#TeenAnxiety: A Youth Mental Health Summit 
Saturday, October 6 
Christ United Methodist Church, Chapel Hill, NC 
www.standbymenc.org 

This event, sponsored by Stand by Me NC and Faith 
Connections on Mental Illness is for youth in grades 6-
12 with a separate track for adults.  Featuring the 
IndieFlix documentary, Angst: Raising Awareness 
About Anxiety, breakout sessions will focus on 
educating teens and adults about anxiety and coping 
skills.  Cost is $25 for programming, lunch, and t-shirt.  
Registration opens soon and is limited to 100 youth 
and 40 adults.  If you’d like to participate, please 
contact Kelly Sasser. 

YAM JAM! 
Saturday, October 13 
Help gather up thousands of 
pounds of sweet potatoes 
for food banks and soup 
kitchens across the 
state.  Our team of youth 
and adults will meet at 
WSBC at 7:45 a.m. 
(breakfast provided!).  We’ll glean in the morning, stop 
for lunch, and return by 1:30 p.m.  You’ll need to bring 
work gloves, layers of clothing, a water bottle, and 
money for lunch.  To sign up, contact Kelly by 
Wednesday, October 10. 

 

Pop-Up Parent Night! 
Sunday, October 21 
5:20-6:45 pm at El Rodeo Mexican 
Restaurant (Brightleaf Square).  
Drop your youth off for youth 
group at 5 pm then come on over!  This is a great way 
to connect with other parents of teenagers and to 
enjoy an evening of good food and fellowship!  RSVP to 
Tiff.husack@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

Youth Choir Notes 
We’re off to a great start with Youth 
Choir!  Everyone, regardless of singing 
ability, is encouraged to join us on 
Sundays at 4:00 p.m. in the Choir 
Room (top floor, across from the Youth 
Room).  It’s a lot of fun and Cara is 
doing a great job leading us!  Mark your calendars: the 
Youth Choir will be singing in worship on Sunday, 
October 28.   
 

Scavenger Hunt for Red October 2018! 
Sunday, October 28 

3:30-7:00 p.m.  
Where costumed teams race all over the Bull City  

in a fierce competition of speed, creativity,  
teamwork, and ridiculousness!  

Watch your email for more details!  
 
 
 
 

Youth Ministry 

Come on down!!! 
There’s always room 

for one more at  
Sunday Night  
Youth Group! 

 

http://www.standbymenc.org
mailto:Tiff.husack@gmail.com
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
NOVEMBER 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
OCTOBER 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Dorisanne Cooper 

Journey Inward.  Journey Outward.  Journey Together.  I’ve been carrying around these three phrases in 
my heart and mind for the last number of months. They come from some engagement with the community of 
the Church of the Savior in Washington DC and how they structure their life and work together.  They come too 
from conversations with colleagues and church people as we all continually walk the path of the church in the 
world these days.  They describe three strands of the faith journey that ideally intersect as they all include ways 
to be grounded, centered, extending, trusting, challenged, and challenging.  Together they describe the work I 
believe we are all called to—The journey inward in our spiritual life for nurture and fortification.  The journey 
outward that stretches us to all in need—to friend and enemy, to those whom God loves and longs for us to care 
and advocate for and be changed by.  And the journey together—the piece that helps us remember that we are 
not just parallel beings trying to do good in the world or better ourselves but that we’re also attempting to learn 
how to be in community with one another and the world as we do.  

Lately I’ve found Parker Palmer a helpful companion on this third strand of our church DNA, the Journey 
Together piece.  He has reminded me that community isn’t just about intimacy with a group of people.  In fact, 
he says thinking of community as intimacy only can be very misleading.  Community, he reminds us, is about 
commitment and choices.  It’s about a capacity and willingness for connectedness.  It gives you a place to be 
formed in ways that deeply incorporate your experiences on the journeys inward and outward.  He also reminds 
that hard experiences—such as confronting your own limitations or dealing with the conflict and betrayal that 
are an inevitable part of living closely with others—are not the death knell of community: they are the gateway 
into the real thing.  That’s been a helpful reminder when all kinds of factors in the world these days tempt one to 
want to think that agreement and harmony are the only things that build community.  Community will break 
your heart, Palmer says.  But in the way that ultimately breaks your heart open.   

I’m so grateful for the willingness to risk the real thing that we’re working on at Watts Street these days.  
Our conversations around denominational affiliation, our in-between place of staff transition, our exploration of 
deacon teams and best mission practices and even figuring out our budget and building together, all contribute 
to the Journey Together piece of our lives together.  And I’d so much rather live the real thing and risk how I 
might be broken open to new ways of being than I would just existing together in ways that never challenge or 
invite me to more.  Thank you Watts Street for being willing to be a place of risk and engagement as we live out 
and discern our place in the world with each other.  There no group with whom I’d rather make this journey. 


