
 More than 20 Watts Streeters 

participated in Pride: Durham, NC, 

an annual celebration in support of 

the LGBTQ community, on Saturday, 

September 29.  In addition to 

marching, this year, Watts Streeters, 

including Bob and Jeanne Kruhm,  

joined members from First 

Presbyterian Church and Pilgrim 

United Church of Christ on Duke’s 

East Campus, handing out church 

information, staffing an information 

booth, and answering questions. 

 “Jeanne and I took the first shift at 

a table we shared with Pilgrim UCC 

and First Presbyterian,” Bob said. 

“We engaged with several people 

from these congregations and other 

churches participating in the LGBTQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“`…affirm all 
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any other 
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celebration. We were proud to 

represent Watts Street Baptist Church

 at this community event.” 

 Watts Streeters joined the large 

group of parade marchers to share our 

focus on highlighting LGBTQ issues 

and to promote diversity and 

inclusion.  According to the Indy, the 

parade has a long-standing tradition 

although it has recently faced 

controversy and is now under new 

organization.  “In 1981, the state's 

first gay and lesbian march was held 

in Durham in response to the murder 

of a man beaten to death by a group 

of men who thought, incorrectly, that 

he was gay.  But it wasn't until five 

years later that the annual tradition of 

a Pride march began.” 
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A large group of Watts Streeters joined this year’s Pride parade to 

proclaim Watts Street as a welcoming and affirming congregation. 
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Page 2 Compassion in Action 

Watts Streeters March for Inclusion and Diversity in This Year’s  

Pride Parade (continued) 

 

 Tuesday, October 16 is World Food Day.  Participating local restaurants will donate 10% of their 

proceeds to the Durham CROP Walk to help reduce hunger in Durham and around the world.   An 

opportunity to have fun, support local restaurants, AND feed your neighbors in need!  Check this link 

to see the list of participating restaurants:  http://durhamcropwalk.org/neighbors/. 
 

 Longtime Watts Street member 

and parade marcher Bob Helwig 

compared this year’s parade to the 

early years of the parade in the 1980s.  

He said that in the early days of the  

parade it felt dangerous to participate.  

“Back then it really felt like you were 

taking a stand,” Bob said.  “In some 

ways it still feels that way.”  He said 

today he would describe the parade as 

“edgy.” 

 WSBC member and parade 

marcher Barbara Rumer said she has 

seen the importance of focusing on 

inclusion and how it has helped her 

start conversations at work.  She said 

someone mentioned to her that they 

saw her in the parade last year and 

said, “I was happy to see you there.”  

 Marcher and Watts Streeter Paula 

Januzzi-Godfrey posted on her 

Facebook page that she is very proud 

to have been able to participate in the 

parade with our church for over ten 

years.  “It is always such a powerful 

experience to be able to show love 

and support to the people in the 

crowds and in the parade,” Paula 

said.  “I know there are some people 

out there who do not have the same 

feelings that I do about this, but 

honestly, why can't we all just be 

kind to one another?  I am so tired of 

listening to and watching people 

treat each other badly just because 

they are different than one another.  

What a waste of time and energy.” 

 As stated in the weekly bulletin, 

“It is the practice and policy of 

Watts Street Baptist Church to 

welcome and affirm all persons, 

regardless of race, class, origin, 

sexual orientation, or any other 

distinction.”  May it continue to be 

so. 

Kathy Pitman 

WSBC Member 

kathy.pitman95@gmail.com 

    
 

World Food Day, Tuesday, October 16 
 

 

“…highlighting 

LGBTQ issues and 

to promote diversity 

and inclusion. “  



 Do you have a spare bedroom? 

Would you like to help reduce our 

city’s affordable housing crisis?  

Durham’s new Home Share program 

can: 

 Reduce housing expenses for 

both homeowner and renter, 

 Support companionship and 

increased security, 

 Provide mutual assistance 

(errands, pet care, housekeeping). 

 Durham Congregations in Action 

(DCIA) is bringing home sharing to 

Durham.  Home sharing is a national, 

evidence-based model that has 

existed since the 1970s.  Home 

sharing helps match people who are 

seeking housing with those who 

provide housing.  Often, the home-

seeker provides some in-kind service 

around the home for the provider as 

part of the home sharing 

arrangement, but this is not a 

requirement.  

 There are a few simple steps to 

the process: 

 Home Share Durham screens and 

checks backgrounds of both 

providers and seekers to make the 

best match possible.  

 Once a match has been 

confirmed, a home visit will be 

conducted by the program 

manager to ensure a safe, clean, 

and suitable environment is 

provided to the seeker. 

 Following the inspection, a two-

week trial period is introduced 

and pending success, each party 

pays a $25 program fee. 

Each match will continue to have the 

support of a case manager to ensure 

mutual benefit to home seekers and 

providers through their agreement. 

 

Eligibility for Seekers: 
 Income at or below 30% of Area 

Median Income.  This is about 

$1,200/month for a single person or 

$1,350/month for a two-person 

family 

 No current drug or alcohol abuse 

 Currently reside in the city of 

Durham 

 Able to provide the names of three 

references 

Eligibility for Provider: 
 Have space to share 

 Expect to charge $250-$350/month, 

$350-$450 for 2+ (charges and 

responsibilities are negotiable). 

Process for Home Seeker and 

Provider: 
 Submit an application to participate 

in the program. 

 Submit to a background check and 

provide at least three personal 

references. 

 Complete a “Quick Match” 

questionnaire, which includes life-

style questions, the answers to 

which will be used in the matching 

process. 

 Provide information about 

expectations for payment and other 

matters, upkeep services, 

transportation, pets, access to 

common areas, and house-keeping 

arrangements. 

 Participate in a match meeting 

 Reach an agreement and begin a 

two-week trial match. 

 Review and sign a housing 

covenant agreement with clear 

arrangements. 

 Applications and more information 

are available.  Please call (919)688-

2036 or email homesharedurham 

@gmail.com.  

Gordon Whitaker 

DCIA Liaison 

whitakergordon@gmail.com 

 

 

   

Home Share Durham 
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An opportunity to 

help reduce the 

affordable housing 

crisis 
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 HELP (Health Equipment Loan 

Program) enjoyed a wonderful 

summer of providing durable medical 

equipment to Durham residents.  From 

June-August we loaned out over 300 

pieces of equipment!  We were also 

blessed this summer with two 

outstanding interns provided by 

Partners for Youth Opportunities 

(PYO).  They helped us in countless 

ways, especially during summer 

months when some of our regular 

volunteers were less available.  We 

are always recruiting volunteers, but 

find ourselves particularly short-

staffed these days. If you or someone 

you know is looking for a meaningful 

volunteer opportunity, please contact 

Amy Armstrong, Program Manager, 

and come see what we're all about.  

HELP is open on Tuesdays, 11:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and Fridays, 2:00 to 

6 p.m., and operates out of The Scrap 

Exchange at 2050 Chapel Hill Road.  

Volunteers come in for 2- or 4-hour 

shifts to make sure we have at least 2 

or 3 volunteers available during all 

open hours.   

 You can also support HELP by 

spreading the word about this 

important service in Durham.  First 

of all, make sure your friends, 

family members and acquaintances 

know about HELP.  Anyone in 

Durham is eligible to borrow 

medical equipment, and, of course, 

we accept equipment donations even 

from those outside of Durham 

County.  You can also help by 

making financial donations 

throughout the year - instructions 

can be found on our website at 

www.projectaccessdurham. 

org/HELP/.  For questions about 

possible donations, loans or 

volunteering, you can reach us at 

help@projectaccessdurham.org or 

(919)470-7281.  Thank you for your 

continued support of this vital 

program in Durham. 

Amy Armstrong 

HELP Program Manager 

amy.armstrong@gmail.com 
 

An Update from HELP 
 

 

HELP needs your 

help! 

 

 

Hurricane Florence Relief 
 

 Many of us at Watts Street know people in North Carolina and South Carolina who have been 

impacted by Hurricane Florence and the subsequent flooding of rivers.  And there are many more that 

we don’t know personally, but they are still our neighbors and many are in desperate need of help.  If 

you are looking for a safe way to donate goods or money, there is list of organizations and contact 

information on the Watts Street website at http://wattsstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ 

Hurricane-Florence-Response-Opportunities.pdf. 
 



 Watts Street continues to be 

actively involved with Meals on 

Wheels (MOW) in Durham County.  

On September 18, six Watts Streeters 

joined others in the community to 

pack  419 meals for distribution to the 

elderly.  MOW delivers meals to over 

500 Durham County residents each 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compassion in Action 

Missions Committee:  2018-2019 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Bob Kruhm, Laura Lee, Lily Lehman, Amy Rublein, 

Joy Turner, and Dan Winn.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information about 

Watts Street’s Missions. 
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Meals on Wheels Tuesday  

 weekday, providing not only a hot 

meal but social interaction as well.  

The next opportunity to join the meal 

packing adventure is December 11.  

Watch for further information or 

contact Bob Kruhm.   

Bob Kruhm 

MOW Liaison 

robertkruhm@gmail.com 

 

  

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

Six Watts Streeters 

including Jeanne 

Kruhm, Becky Dodson, 

Ginny Wiggins (front), 

Dave Connelly, Laura 

Lee, and Bob Kruhm 

(back) joined with others 

in the community to pack 

meals at Meals on 

Wheels on September 

18. 
 

MOW:  

December 11 
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Six Constitutional Amendments on November Ballot 

  The North Carolina General Assembly 

has asked voters to approve or defeat six 

amendments to our state constitution.  Some 

of these amendments would change our 

state’s fundamental law in important ways.  

We hope all voters will make informed 

choices and vote on these issues.  

Remember to look for them at the bottom of 

your ballot.  

 For some amendments, the wording on 

the ballot is confusing.  Following is a brief 

overview of each amendment: 

 Ethics and Elections Board would 

reduce the board that oversees elections 

from nine members to eight members.  

Those members would be appointed by the 

legislature rather than the governor as is 

now the case. The News and Observer has 

noted: “The board has four Democrats, four 

Republicans and one politically unaffiliated 

person. This amendment would remove the 

ninth – and potentially tiebreaking – vote 

and leave the board equally split with eight 

members.” 

 Judicial Appointments would change 

the governor’s power to appoint judges to 

vacancies that occur between elections, 

restricting potential appointees to only those 

people the legislature nominates for 

appointment.  

 Voter Photo ID would require people 

voting in person to have approved photo 

identification.  The legislature would decide 

which IDs to approve for this purpose.  

Those voting by mail would not be affected. 

The News and Observer notes: “The exact 

details are a mystery, however, since the 

General Assembly has not yet written the 

actual law that would be enacted if this 

amendment passes.  North Carolina’s last 

attempt to create a voter ID law was ruled 

unconstitutional in 2016.” 

 Income Tax Cap would lower the highest 

allowed rate for state income tax from 10% to 

7%. The News and Observer notes: “The 

state’s current income tax rate is 5.499%, and 

that won’t change no matter what happens with 

this amendment.”  Note that this amendment 

applies only to the rate for income taxes.  If the 

state needed to raise additional revenue in an 

emergency, it would have to rely on raising 

rates for sales taxes and other kinds of revenue 

that are more regressive than the income tax.  

 Victims’ Rights would include in the state 

constitution the right for victims to:  

 Be notified of criminal proceedings against 

the accused perpetrator,  

 Speak at all hearings involving plea, 

sentencing, parole, or the release of the 

defendant, 

 Receive “full and timely” restitution, 

 Petition the court to enforce any of these 

provisions. 

 Right to Hunt and Fish would create a 

constitutional right to hunt and fish. The News 

and Observer notes: “This amendment is 

broadly worded to re-affirm the rights of 

people to hunt and fish.  It’s not entirely clear 

if it would make any actual changes to North 

Carolina law.” 

 For more information see http://www. 

youcanvote.org/vote2018 or search for NC 

Constitutional Amendments 2018.  There are 

many commentaries available! 

Gordon Whitaker 

Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group 

whitakergordon@gmail.com 
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Hunger on Campus 

North Carolina Central University 

Campus Food Pantry 

Serving the Students of NCCU 

 

 

“As a dietician, we know the effects that hunger has on infants and children and adolescent 

learning ability. Just as profound, is the effect on college students with the additional stresses. 

How can we expect students to succeed with food insecurity?” Jason O’Briant, Director 

Mission Baskets 

Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 

 

Canned soups, meats & fruits  Tooth brushes & paste 

Snacks, peanut butter & jelly  Body soap 

Dry goods, pasta, cereal   Pads/tampons 

Macaroni and cheese    Travel deodorant 

(No Ramen noodles, please!) 
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 Watts Street has committed to 

brining twenty-five members to 

the next CAN Public Assembly.  

The focus will be on changes to 

the current criminal justice 

system.  The Assembly will be 

held Saturday, October 27 from 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at First 

Presbyterian Church, 305 E. Main 

Street.  All Durham judicial 

candidates along with the new 

district attorney and new sheriff 

have been invited to participate.  

The “Souls to the Polls” pre-

election event will follow.  Please 

contact me or the church office if 

you plan to attend.  I repeat: 

people working together have the 

power to create lasting change in 

our community.  

Bob Kruhm 

Durham CAN Liaison   

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 
 

 

  Over 10 years ago, I attended 

my first Durham CAN Public 

Assembly.  At that time, I agreed 

with the vision that congregations, 

associations and neighborhoods 

working together have the power to 

create lasting change in our 

community.  Since then I have not 

been disappointed with my 

participation in Durham CAN.

 A decade ago the issues before 

the Public Assembly included fair 

pay for Duke contractors and their 

employees.  Durham CAN also 

sought a bond referendum to 

improve DPS school facilities.  

Durham CAN members were 

successful in achieving positive 

action for both of these endeavors. 

 Last fall at a Durham CAN 

Assembly, over 600 CAN members 

proposed and received  

commitments from candidates for 

Mayor and City Council to expand 

affordable housing as well as open 

up paths to employment for 

Durham’s most vulnerable 

residents.  I am proud to note that 

over twenty Watts Streeters 

participated in this CAN Assembly 

at Mount Level Missionary Baptist 

Church.  

 With these public commitments, 

Durham CAN has convinced many 

major stakeholders and investors to 

expand affordable housing in 

Durham.  In addition, Durham CAN 

launched a new jobs campaign.  To 

address the real needs of the 

community, Durham CAN is 

focused on ex-offenders, 

unemployed, underemployed and 

youth from all parts of Durham.  

My Community Experience: Durham CAN 

 

Twenty Watts Street Baptist Church members attended the Durham 

CAN Delegates Assembly, November 23, 2017, at Mt. Level 

Missionary Baptist Church to hear all the candidates for mayor 

and city council say they would support CAN’s agenda if elected . 

Over 600 people attended the CAN Public Assembly. 
 

 


