
 

 

 
 

 

 

OCTOBER 28, 2018 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 28, 2018 

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Stewardship Reflection 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “My Heart Exults with Rapture” ................................................ Johannes Brahms 

PRAISING GOD 

Chancel Choir:  “Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him” ......... arr. Donald McCullough 

(see insert) 

Minister:   Happy are those whose hope is in God, maker of heaven and earth –   

People: For God keeps faith forever! 

Minister:   God executes justice for the oppressed and gives food for the hungry.  

People: God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind. 

Minister:   God lifts up those who are bowed down.  

People: God watches over the strangers and upholds the orphan and the widow. 

Minister:   People of God, sing praise to the One who is our help –  

People: For God keeps faith forever!         (from Psalm 146:1-10) 

*Hymn 5: “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ....................................................... AZMON 

Youth Choir:  “Shine on Me” ............................................................ arr. Rollo A. Dilworth 
Shine on me.  I wonder if the lighthouse will shine on me.  Is a light shinin’ 
above?  Is it shinin’ above the heavens for me?  I’m wonderin’ if there’s a light 
above in the heavens for me?   

 

_______________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Trusting in the promise of grace, let us pour out our hearts to God.       

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God our Hope and our Redeemer, you accompany us in moments 

of blessedness and in periods of brokenness.  Yet at times we fail to recognize your 

presence and we turn away from you. You call, but we do not listen; you show us 

your path, but we prefer our own way. Forgive us, heal us, and lead us back to you, 

that we might show your mercy to others. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Ruth 1:1-18 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Legacy” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   God of great wonders, in this season of stewardship, we recognize what a joy 

and privilege it is to unite our hearts with your purposes.  

People:  Accept these gifts and fill us with the desire to make a difference in service to 

you today and in every season.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Following the Chancel Choir, we come forward by the center aisle  

to present our pledge cards and offerings.  Return by the side aisles. 

Please join the choir in the singing of the hymns. 

Hymn 382: “We Give Thee but Thine Own” .................................................... SCHUMANN 

Hymn 459: “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” ................................ ABBOT’S LEIGH 



*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; one God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

* Reaffirming our Church Covenant (see insert) 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 546: “Amazing Grace!” ........................................................................ NEW BRITAIN 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Festival Postlude” ............................................................................... Hugh Blair 
 

 

 

 

Bulletin cover art: “Festival of Lights” by John August Swanson.   
Swanson said of the picture, “I remembered walking with groups in candlelight for peace in Central 

America.  The symbol of candles shining in the dark night is powerful to me.  Star-filled nights are 

images that help give me a sense of the place we are in the universe.  My thought was that this would be 

a procession of children from every city and town.  The children would bring light and peace into the 

world.  They would gather from many places, joining in unending procession towards peace and 

nonviolence for all children of the world.” 
 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org



 

Chancel Choir:  “Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him” ......... arr. Donald McCullough 
 

Praise the Lord: yet heav’ns adore him;  

   Praise him angels in the height; 

Sun and moon, rejoice before him;  

   Praise him, all ye stars of light. 

Praise the Lord, for he hath spoken;  

   Worlds his might voice obeyed. 

Laws which never shall be broken,  

   For their guidance he hath made. 

Praise the Lord, for he is glorious;  

   Never shall his promise fail. 

God hath made His saints victorious;  

   Sin and death shall not prevail. 

Praise the God of our salvation;  

   Hosts on high, His pow’r proclaim. 

Heav’n and earth and all creation,  

   Laud and magnify his name. 

Worship, honor, glory, blessing,  

   Lord we offer unto thee. 

Young and old, thy praise expressing,  

   In glad homage bend the knee. 

All the saints in heav’n adore thee,  

   We would bow before thy throne. 

As thine angels serve before thee,  

   So on earth thy will be done. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, we 

enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 

 


