
 

 
 
“Every time we make the decision to love someone, we open ourselves to great 
suffering, because those we most love cause us not only great joy but also great 
pain. The greatest pain comes from leaving. When the child leaves home, when 
the husband or wife leaves for a long period of time or for good, when the 
beloved friend departs to another country or dies … the pain of the leaving can 
tear us apart. 
 
Still, if we want to avoid the suffering of leaving, we will never experience the joy 
of loving. And love is stronger than fear, life stronger than death, hope stronger 
than despair. We have to trust that the risk of loving is always worth taking.”  

- Henri Nouwen 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 14, 2018 

THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Peace Cathedral in the Republic of Georgia 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Andante” ...........................................................................................Louis Vierne 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Here in this place, there are no foreigners,  

People: For all are welcome in God’s house.   

Minister:   Here in this worship, there is only acceptance,  

People: For love is the language of faith. 

Minister:   Here in our lives, there are no divisions,  

People: For God dwells in each of us. 

Minister:   Come, let us worship in unity and love. 

*Hymn 517: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” .................................................. BEECHER 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  God calls us in our lives to take a risk, to be like the woman in the gospel 

who, out of her poverty, gave her two small coins.  Or like Ruth, who left her 

home country to care for Naomi.  Let us reflect for a moment on the places in 

our lives where we may resist turning to God for healing and change.       

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



 

Corporate Confession: When we resist your call to open our hearts to allow the freshness 

of your grace to enter: God have mercy.  When we close our eyes to your new and 

unexpected possibilities of healing and reconciliation: Christ have mercy.  When we 

let fear overwhelm us, and cling to the security of what we know instead of risking 

new steps toward your freedom and justice: God have mercy. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Mark 12:38-44 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Risk” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 76: “The Care the Eagle Gives Her Young” ............................................... CRIMOND 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Stewardship Reflection 

Minister:   God of great wonders, in this season of stewardship, we recognize how you 

provide us with daily bread and invite us to step out in faith. 

People:  Accept these gifts and fill us with the desire to make a difference in service to 

you today and in every season.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “O Lord, In Thee We Put Our Trust” ......................................... Georg F. Handel 
O Lord, in Thee we put our trust; Source of peace and joy forevermore.  In 
days of trial be our stay.  Be our refuge, O Lord, be our hope.  We 
acknowledge that Thou only art God. 

 



*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; one God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn: “Faith Begins by Letting Go” (see insert) .............................................. LUX PRIMA 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Postlude” ......................................................................................... René Vierne 

 

 

 

Artwork on the cover is “Ruth and Naomi”, painting, 2001, He Qi, China, oil on canvas. 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody 

Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


