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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Pastoral Song”.................................................................................. Jean Langlais 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   If it had not been God who was on our side, 

People:   the troubles of our world would have swallowed us whole. 

Minister:   If it had not been God who was on our side, 

People:   the sorrows of our times would have swept us away. 

Minister: Are any among us suffering? 

People: Come and pray. 

Minister: Are any among us cheerful? 

People: Come sings songs of praise. 

Minister: Are any among us sick? 

People: Come and ask for healing. 

Minister: Our help is in our God, the One who made heaven and earth. 

People: Let us call upon God, creator and rescuer.  God is on our side.  

(Psalm 124, James 5) 

*Hymn 6: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” .............................. MIT FREUDEN ZART 

Praise and Alleluia Choirs: “Growing in the Spirit” ................................... Carol Dickerson 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The Psalmist says, “Our help is in the name of the Lord.”  Let us make our 

prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: Wondrous God, you have woven throughout the tapestry of earth 

the varied threads of human diversity. You created in Your image many colors and 

cultures, ages and classes, gender and sexual identities. Different and alike, we are 

Your beloved people. We confess that we have not always seen it that way. The 

Christian church has marginalized and shamed individuals and groups of people in 

Your name. We mourn a hurtful history and repent our part in it. Free us, we pray, 

from fears of difference that divide and wound us. Move us to dismantle our attitudes 

and systems of prejudice. Give us the courage and commitment to make this a 

community where all are welcome and all experience the grace and challenge of 

walking together in faith. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Mark 9:38-41 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Courage” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 565: “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You” ............ WER NUR DEN LEIBEN GOTT 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  Let all that 

you do be done in love.” (I Corinthians 16:13-14) 

People:  Loving God, embolden us to use your gifts to bring about peace and justice in 

your earthly kingdom. 



Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “Come and Praise the Lord with Joy” (see insert) ......................... Dolores Hruby 

*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; one God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 609: “Take My Life” ................................................................................... HENDON 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Dialogue” ...................................................................................... Jean Langlais 

 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody 

Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 

 

 



Anthem:  “Come and Praise the Lord with Joy”............................................ Dolores Hruby 

Ye heavens, drop down dew from above,  

Ye heavens, pour down rain from above.   

The dew we long for, Him the Just,  

The rain we long for, Jesus, our Lord. 

O let the sleeping earth awake,  

O let the earth bud forth a Savior.   

O let the sleeping earth awake,  

And with our savior justice come.  Refrain 

Refrain: Come and praise the Lord with joy,  

Joyfully sing to God, our Savior;  

Come and praise the Lord with joy;  

The Rock of our salvation praise! 

O Lord, my whole soul longs for Thee 

As deer do long for running streams. 

O Lord, my whole soul thirsts for Thee,  

For Thee, the strong and living God.  Refrain 

The heavens show the glory of God; 

The heavens show the work of His hands;  

The sun comes forth from the end of heav’n,  

With joy the giant runs His course.  Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


