
 
 

 
 
 

The covenant-call to be God’s people, far from being primarily an invitation to special 
privilege, is first of all a summons to special responsibility.  God calls a people to live in 
response to the needs of others, to live in right relationship with God, to bring justice and 
mercy to the land, and to lead the way toward peace and freedom.  The covenant binds 
Israel to trust in God alone, not putting confidence in false prophets or false securities. 
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SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Air” (Piano/Organ duet) ................................................................... G. F. Handel 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:  Who among us is seeking the wisdom of God?   

People: We long to hear God’s Word spoken to our hearts. 

Minister: Who among us is seeking God’s bright and holy truth? 

People: We long to learn the ways of wisdom and righteousness. 

Minister: Who among us is seeking a Spirit-filled life? 

People: We long to live lives of holiness and light. 

Minster: God grants wisdom generously to all who ask.   

 Come near, people of God!  Let us worship in wisdom and truth. 

*Hymn 322: “O Word of God Incarnate” ................................................................. MUNICH 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congregation: We affirm and celebrate the baptismal vows.   

We rejoice with him as he enters into covenant with Christ and Christ’s body, the 

Church.  We support him as he seeks to give and to receive, to teach and to learn, 

to forgive and be forgiven, to lead and be led. 

As followers of Jesus in this faith community, we also renew our baptismal vows, 

recommitting ourselves to the ministry of Christ and his Church, eager to be a 

resurrection people of faith, hope, and love. 

___________________________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Baptismal Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

Hymn 259: “Spirit of the Living God” .............................................................. LIVING GOD 

Children are invited to the front to witness the baptism. 

The Baptism 

Hymn 259: “Spirit of the Living God” .............................................................. LIVING GOD 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   Let us take time to quiet our minds and open up our hearts to God, the source 

of wisdom and strength.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O God, we try to live our lives as best we can—dealing with 

difficult relationships and situations, putting failures and disappointments behind us, 

and moving into each new day with as much energy, goodwill, and optimism as we 

can muster.  But we confess: we seldom have the right answers, we seldom seek your 

higher wisdom in our lives.  Forgive us for moving ahead without your guidance. 

Fill us with your wisdom, that we may live lives of goodness and peace. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Proverbs 31:10-31 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Homily: “Community” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  The writer of Proverbs teaches that God’s Wisdom is present and active in our 

lives in this way: “She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to 

the needy.”   



People:  Let us give out of this same generous wisdom – a wisdom that seeks a 

presence and purpose in our lives on behalf of all. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Be Thou My Vision” .......................................... arr. John Ferguson (Hymn 595) 

*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; one God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF DEACONS (see insert) 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 453: “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” ............................................. BEECHER 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Cebell” .......................................................................................... Henry Purcell 

 

 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


THE ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF DEACONS 

The Ordination Prayer  

The Laying on of Hands 

All who wish may come forward by the right aisle  

to offer each new Deacon a blessing. 

People: We welcome you to the deacon ministry of our church.  We are grateful to 
God for your lives.  We will work with you and encourage you in living the 
faith.  We share your calling to serve God and our community through this 
church.  We pray that God will richly bless you as we, in turn, are blessed by 
you. 

Deacons:  Together we remember that our call is to minister, even as others minister to 
us.  Our call is to serve, even as Christ serves us.  Our call is to devote 
ourselves to prayer, even as others pray for us.  We will seek the guidance of 
the Spirit as we use our gifts to serve God’s people. 

 


