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Come one, come all to the   

WSBC Neighborhood Block Party! 
Wednesday, September 5 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 

Featuring:  
two food trucks, live music,  

opportunities to get to know our neighbors,  
and free ice cream for all!   

 

Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc.   
All are welcome!   

 

Wednesday Nights at Watts Street 
On Wednesday nights, we make and enrich connections 
with our Watts Street family.  Weekly supper time begins 
on September 12 at 5:30 p.m.  At 6:00 p.m. we begin com-
munity time, then move on to age-level events:  choirs for 
children, Youth Service Learning for youth, and For the  
Living of These Days for adults in the Chapel led by Doris-
anne Cooper (see article below).  Please make reservations 
in the Friendship Register by the Sunday prior, or by      
contacting the church office by Monday before noon.    
Children 3 years through 5th grade: $3.  Youth and adults:  
$7.  Family cap:  $24.  Children under 3 eat free.  

For the Living of These Days 
Our adult program on Wednesday Nights this fall is again 
offered as a space for you to come and find renewal during 
the week.  Beginning September 12, from 6:30-7 p.m. in 
the chapel, Dorisanne will guide us as we find space for 
connection, conversation, reflection and moving back out 
into the world.  Whether you’re a regular Wednesday night 
attendee or simply looking for a space of respite and      
encouragement during the week, we invite you to carve 
out this time where we will encourage each other for the 
living of these days.   

 

 

 

Fall Worship:  The Makings of a Good Life   
What are the qualities that we are called to nurture as indi-
viduals, as a community, that will guide us and ground us in 
living out our faith?  What qualities will help us connect to 
one another and God and, most importantly, the path we 
are called to forge in the world in these troubled days?  
Beginning September 9, we will make our way through our 
Old Testament lectionary texts and the qualities they high-
light so that we might be grounded and centered for our 
work in the world. 

September 2 - Austin Maynor preaching - Austin, one of 
our Duke Divinity School students, spent this summer with 
the L’Arche community in Washington DC.  L’Arche is the 
community that so deeply influenced Henri Nouwen.  We 
look forward to hearing about Austin’s experiences.   

September 9 - Integrity  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

September 16 - Wisdom Proverbs 1:20-33 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

September 23 - Community Proverbs 31:10-31 
Deacon Ordination, Baptism Service,  
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

September 30 - Courage Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Denominational Discernment 
Sunday, September 30 and October 7, 5-7:30 p.m. 
 

As we look to come together this Fall around our denomi-
national relationships, we will gather for two important 
informational sessions.  After our circle discernment con-
versations in the Spring, we heard quite clearly that people 
wanted to get a better handle on what our affiliations cur-
rently are and specifically how we interact with them.  On 
Sunday, September 30, Maggie Chotas, Naomi Nelson, and 
Jonathan Sauls will present on each of these partners and 
we'll also share a bit of how Baptists understand denomi-
national relationships in general.  Then on October 7, we'll 
share some possible scenarios and options for the different 
ways we might shape our future denominational relation-
ships, going forward.  We'll do this in a straw poll format.  
Unless we collectively sense we need another educational 
session, we will then gather back for 2-3 Sunday evenings 
of circle discernment so that we might reach the decision 
that best enriches our community of faith and that we can 
all affirm together.   
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Watts Street 101 
A series of three conversations about the life and 
ministry of Watts Street Baptist Church, is set for 
September 16, 23, and 30, from 9:45 to 10:45 in the 
Library.  Church staff and lay leaders meet with visitors 
and recent new members.  Children and youth are 
encouraged to go to Sunday School during this time.  
To learn more about the congregation, we invite you to 
attend these conversations, offered by our Deacons.  
Please see one of the staff ministers, or Deacon 
Gordon Whitaker, if you have questions. 

Wednesday Movie Matinee  
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered 
by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council, 
is open to all.  Enjoy the movie, along with 
popcorn and soda, as well as time with 
your friends!  On September 5, at 1 p.m., in room 102, 
we’ll enjoy Just Like Heaven, a romantic comedy with 
Reese Witherspoon and Mark Ruffalo. All ages 
welcome!  

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering 
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  Join us for 
lunch at the Q-Shack (2510 University Drive) on 
Sunday, September 9, at 12:15 p.m.  For more 
information about our Young Adult Ministry, contact 
Blanche Williams (blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or 
Kelly Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, September 13 and 27 
7:15 a.m., at Elmo’s Diner 
Contact Dick Chorley (919-286-1645, 
rchorley@nc.rr.com) with questions. 

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, September 13 and 27 
10:30 a.m., in Room 115 
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, September 18 
11 a.m. – 12 p.m., in Room 102 
All are welcome to join this group in making plans for 
the Watts Street ministry with senior adults.  For more 
information, contact Kelly Sasser.  

 
 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, September 18 
12 p.m. in the Church Library 
The book for September is Dance of the Dissident 
Daughter by Sue Monk Kidd.  Emily McCoy (919-489-
0483, mccoy6320@gmail.com) serves as coordinator.  
Drop-ins are always welcomed to this lively 
conversation! 

Deacon Ordination Sunday, September 23 
Watts Street Deacon Ministry connects and cares for 
the individuals and families within our congregation.  
Each deacon is assigned a group of ten - fifteen family 
units.  This coming year we have six deacons who 
either are returning to service after time away from 
this ministry, or who will serve as deacons this fall for 
the first time:  Glen Clayton, Greer Clayton, Diana 
Jackson, Nancy Sowa, Rene Travis Tyre, and William 
Tyre.   

The Service of Ordination for new deacons is a 
meaningful experience, as all are invited to come 
forward to offer a blessing to each of those being 
ordained. 

Please pray for these and all of our deacons as they 
fulfill this important ministry.  We are grateful for their 
willingness to serve. 

Barter Theatre Trip 
October 26-27, join Watts Street friends on a trip to 
the historic Barter Theatre in Abingdon, VA.  We will 
see two plays:  Singin’ in the Rain and Sally McCoy.  See 
Blanche Williams for more information and to register 
for the trip, (blanche.williams50@gmail.com, 919-383-
1932).  Flyers with more trip information are available 
at the church.  September 22 is the deadline for 
registration and payment of trip fees. 

Calling Watts Street Artisans! 
Mark your calendars for the 41st annual Watts Street 
Fall Bazaar on Saturday, November 3.  If you are able 
to sew, make handmade craft items, donate artwork or 
photography, bake cakes or other sweet treats, or 
work the concession stand, we’d love to have your 
support.  It’s not too early to start your preparations!  
Contact Steve Ritz or Kelly Sasser with questions.  
Proceeds support the Good Shepherd Window 
restoration and our Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences.  

Reaching In... 

mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
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September Mission Baskets: NCCU Food Pantry 
Please help us alleviate hunger on campus this fall by 
restocking North Carolina Central University’s Food 
Pantry with non-perishable foods and hygiene 
products.  The Food Pantry requests canned soups, 
fruits and vegetables (no Ramen noodles, please!), 
snacks, rice, pasta, cereal and can openers.  In addition, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, body soap, travel size 
deodorant, pads/tampons are needed.  Please leave 
your donations in the mission baskets in the side foyer 
near the sanctuary or in the Fellowship Hall.  Contact 
David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 
with questions. 

September Minute for Mission 
On September 9, our own Dan Winn will talk about 
Faith Connections on Mental Illness, specifically their 
focus on education and advocacy for the mentally ill 
and their families in the context of faith communities.  
They strive to reduce the stigma that these individuals 
face because of their illness.  They are committed to 
taking the knowledge they receive in their monthly 
programs out to area churches and other faith-based 
organizations.  Checks may be made to WSBC with 
FCMI in the memo line.  

Meals on Wheels 
Tuesday, September 18 
Help assemble and pack meals at Meals on Wheels of 
Durham.  Meet at WSBC at 8:00 a.m.  We carpool from 
the Urban Avenue parking lot to the MOW facility at 
2522 Ross Road.  We’ll return by 10:30 a.m.  All ages 
are welcome!  Please RSVP to Bob Kruhm 
(rkruhm@nc.rr.com) or call the church office to sign up.  

Pride Parade 
On Saturday, 
September 29, 
Watts Street is once 
again participating in 
the annual 
statewide LGBTQ 
celebration in 
Durham.  All are 
welcome to join our group in the parade.  Bring your 
lunch and join us for a picnic on the WSBC playground 
at 11 a.m.  Then we'll head over to Duke's East Campus 
for the parade and return by 3 p.m.  For information or 
“God Adores You” t-shirts, contact Gordon Whitaker. 

Dementia and Well-Being 
The WSBC Senior Adult Coordinating Council is hosting  
Carmelita Karhoff from “Dementia Inclusive Durham” 
on Tuesday, October 2, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Following an earlier program on the 
medical aspects of dementia, Carmelita will help us 
focus on enhancing the well-being of persons living 
with dementia.  She’ll point us to resources in Durham 
and  ways the faith community can offer support.  This 
event is open to the community—please spread the 
word! 

Resources Available on Mental Health 
Faith Connections on Mental Illness has placed a 
standing file of folders/modules in the library 
containing information on mental disorders and 
aspects of these disorders.  They also have info on 
Durham County mental health resources, along with 
recommended facilities in other parts of the state.  
They are available for perusal anytime the library is 
open.  Please call Dan Winn (404-849-9118) with any 
questions or comments about this material.  

Home Share Durham 
Do you have a spare bedroom? Would you like to help 
reduce our city’s affordable housing crisis?  Durham’s 
new Home Share program can: 
 Reduce housing expenses for both homeowner and 

renter 
 Support companionship and increased security 

 Provide mutual assistance (errands, pet care, 
housekeeping). 
Durham Congregations in Action (DCIA) is bringing 
home sharing to Durham. Home sharing is a national, 
evidence-based model that has existed since the 1970s. 
Home sharing helps match people who are seeking 
housing with those who provide housing.  Often, the 
home-seeker provides some in-kind service around the 
home for the provider as part of the homesharing 
arrangement, but this is not a requirement.  
Applications and more information are available.  If you 
have any questions, please call (919) 688-2036 or email 
homesharedurham@gmail.com.  

Reaching Out... 

mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
mailto:homesharedurham@gmail.com
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  Music Ministry Notes — 2018-2019 
 

  The summer has been full for many of the church’s musicians.  Lots of folks provided special music this 
summer (thank you!) and much planning has been going on for the coming year.  Here are a few highlights. 
 The Children’s Choirs will be using an integrated curriculum during this program year for KinderPraise, the 
Praise Choir, and the Alleluia Choir.  All choirs will leave Wednesday night supper at 6:15 and conclude at 7:00 
p.m.  Anne Claire Broughton, assisted by Jenny Barrier, will continue to lead KinderPraise.  Cara Valenti and Laura 
Webb Smith will work with the Praise Choir (1st and 2nd grade) and Melody Zentner (looking for an assistant) will 
be directing the Alleluia Choir (3rd through 5th grade).  The Alleluia and Praise Choirs will have some joint time 
each week.  A meeting for parents of children’s choristers will take place on Wednesday, August 29, at 6:30 p.m., 
in the Choir Room.  Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 12. 
 The Chancel Choir will soon be hard at work learning Morten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna to be sung on All Saints’ 
Sunday.  This work is a particular favorite of the choir and will be offered in memory of Ron Tilley, a long-time 
choir member (he sang with us for over 50 years!) who died earlier this year.  The Chancel Choir rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:15 to 8:45 most Wednesdays through early June.  New members are always wel-
come! 
 Our enthusiastic Handbell Choir, directed by John Rublein, will have an expanded role on the Sundays they 
play:  they will provide the “Chimes” to open the service, take part in congregational hymns, as well as offer their 
own pieces. 
 Lessons & Carols will return in worship on Sunday, December 16, and will involve all the musical groups.   
 Our Austin Organ turns 50 next year.  There will be a series of three programs to celebrate:  Tom will present 
a recital that will be partly a demonstration.  A second program will be presented by a guest recitalist.  The third 
offering will be a concert including all the music groups performing with the organ. 
 Please contact Melody Zentner (melody@wattsstreet.org) for more information on any of these opportuni-
ties or to be part of the Music Ministry at Watts Street Baptist Church. 

 
 
 
A Word from our Stewardship Committee... 
We’re entering an important season of discernment and 
action at Watts Street Baptist Church.  Once again, it’s 
time to reflect on who we are - both individually and as a 
community - and decide how we wish to make a differ-
ence in the world, with God’s help. 

This fall, we’re encouraging you to pledge to make a 
difference.  Make no mistake - when you pledge and sup-
port Watts Street’s mission, and this community of faith - 
you really do make a difference. 

On Sunday October 14, the Stewardship Committee will 
again host a Stewardship Breakfast during the Sunday 
School hour.  The breakfast is a bit earlier than past 
years, but we’re convening earlier to allow more conver-
sation before the vote on our budget the following Sun-
day.   And after two years of small group discussions in 
each classroom, we’re returning to the Fellowship Hall as 

a group.  But the tasty breakfast treats and good coffee 
are still on the menu.  Stewardship Sunday, where we 
offer our pledges for the coming year, will be October 28.    

The 2018-19 Stewardship Committee stands ready to 
help answer your questions.  The members of this year’s 
Stewardship Committee team are Gene Downs, Nancy 
Freeman, Cari Furness, Adam King, Laura Lee,  
David Smith, David Rhoades, and Carol Stanley. 

Mark Your Calendars and Spread the Word! 
Lots of big events and special occasions are coming your 
way this year.  Consider these events great opportunities 
for you to invite friends and neighbors to share in the 
Watts Street “goodness”!   

September 29—Durham Pride Parade 
October 13—Church Picnic 
November 3—Annual Fall Bazaar 
December 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service/
Moravian Lovefeast 
January 20—MLK Sunday 
April 26-28—2019 All Ages Beach Retreat 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5xoSl-pLdAhWKneAKHTFtBVQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstjohnsoflc.org%2Fcontent%2Fstewardship-pledge-form&psig=AOvVaw16KFlAg2gTntexF9stRtY2&ust=1535655927872919
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Sunday, September 2 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Austin Maynor preaching 
Monday, September 3—Labor Day 
Holiday—Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, September 4 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, September 5 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Just Like Heaven 
 5:30 p.m. WSBC Neighborhood Block Party 
 6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Leaders Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Sunday, September 9 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Lunch at Q-Shack 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:20 p.m. Parents Pop-Up Night at Alpaca 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, September 10 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, September 11 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, September 12 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Music & Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, September 13 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 8:00 a.m. Garden Club 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Friday, September 14 
 4:00 p.m. Children Leave for Fall Retreat 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Leave for Fall Retreat 
Sunday, September 16 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:05 p.m. Budget Discussion after Worship 
 2:00 p.m. Youth return from Fall Retreat 
 3:00 p.m. Children return from Fall Retreat 
Monday, September 17 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational Relations 
 7:00 p.m. Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 

 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, September 18 
 8:00 a.m. Meals On Wheels at MOW Facility 
 11:00 a.m. Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: Dance of the Dissident 

Daughter 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, September 19 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Music & Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: Budget Discussion 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, September 20 
 7:00 p.m. Budget Prep Committee Mtg. #3 
Sunday, September 23 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, September 24 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, September 25 
 8:00 a.m. Garden Club 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, September 26 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:15 p.m. Children’s Music & Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Thursday, September 27 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Volunteer Childcare Training at 

Frankie’s 
Saturday, September 29 
 11:00 a.m. Pride Parade Gathering and Lunch 
Sunday, September 30 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:00 p.m. Discernment Educational Gathering 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 

Calendar 

Flower Ministry 
The Flower committee needs small vases for the home-
bound ministry.  Small vases that only hold a few stems are 
used for the small bouquets.  If you have vases to donate, 
please bring them to the church and leave in the reception 
area. 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
September 2 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Katy King 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open  
Preschool II: Adam King, Lisa Rhoades, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Emily McCoy 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

September 9 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Michelle 

Roach, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Steve Booth 
Sound System: David Tatum 

September 16 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Open 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward 

Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Rachel Sauls 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Eva Brantley, Open 
Preschool III: Diana Jackson, Henry Mitchell, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Worth Lutz III 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

September 23 
Greeters: David Goodman, Linda & Bob Landers 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Emily 

Holloway, Amy Sauls 
Toddlers: Joy Turner, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Sarah Hanchey, Greer Clayton  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Glen Clayton 
Lock up: Ken Rhoads 
Sound System: David Tatum 

September 30 
Greeters: Lisa & David Rhoades, Erin & Worth Lutz 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robert Berry, Joe Gary 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Laura Webb Smith 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Hannah Barrett, Blanche Williams, 

Open 
Toddlers: Valerie Fox, Open, Kira Arges 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Open, Open 
Preschool III: Kyle Fox, Teri Russell, Open 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Ed Trumbull 

Church News 

Flowers are needed in the Sanctuary  
Each Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.   
All of September is available.  Sign up for a Sunday on 
the wall calendar in the receptionist’s office and fill out 
a slip with the information for the WS Weekly.  Call 
Sanders Florist to order your floral arrangement (919-
286-1288). 

Watts Street Garden Club 
There is a small dedicated group of volunteers who 
meet twice a month to tend to gardening chores on 
the church grounds.  Simple chores like weeding, 
pruning, cleaning up debris help to keep the outside 
presentable.  More help is needed for during the 
growing season, there is a lot to keep up with.  
Meeting times are from 8 to 10 a.m. on the second 
Tuesday and the fourth Thursday.  An afternoon may 
be added when the weather cools.  Anyone interested, 
please contact Emily McCoy (mccoy6320@gmail.com). 

Office Staff Transition 
Beginning this month, Sue Alexander’s roll in the office 
will be shifting.  Her new role will be primarily as our 
Office Manager Sub for when Sherrill is on vacation or 
otherwise out of the office.  Sue will also be available 
to work on special projects from time to time.  The 
staff celebrated Sue this week, not to say goodbye, but 
to mark this shift and to thank Sue for the almost 12 
years she has been a part of our office staff as 
Assistant Secretary.  Thank you, Sue, for the many gifts 
you have shared with us and for your willingness to 
continue your work at Watts Street in this way.  We 
are grateful for your “eagle eye” editing, your 
attention to detail in all you do, and your conscientious 
follow-up in completing projects.  Thank God you are 
here!    

mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
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First Graders Bibles and Worship Classes 
On August 26 first graders were introduced during 
worship and received a new Bible from our church 
family.   We thank God for these children and look 
forward to greeting them in the worship services each 
week.   

The First Graders Worship Preparation class begins 
September 9 and continues each Sunday through 
October 14. Children leave worship with the 
preschoolers and meet in the library to learn how and 
why we worship God.  We’ll explore the church year, 
communion, baptism, prayer, hymns, scripture, offering, 
and more.  Please encourage your child to attend the 
classes each Sunday to gain a better understanding of 
worship.  See Esther for more information.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Fall Retreat 
September 14-16 
Camp Willow Run, Littleton, NC  
We meet at 4:00 p.m. on Friday afternoon and return by 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Please pray for our fourteen 
children and four chaperones as we spend time in Bible 
study, worship, and recreation during the weekend at 
Lake Gaston.  

Dayspring  
Special thanks to our Dayspring Summer Sunday School 
volunteers who led our children through the summer 
curriculum focusing on “God’s Creation.”  We are 
grateful for your leadership!     

 
 
 
 

Thank you… 
…to Sunday School teaching teams who share God’s 
love through Bible stories each week with our children.   
… to Second Hour Ministry volunteers who take time 
away from worship each month to nurture and care for 
our youngest children.  
… to Children’s Music Ministry volunteers who lead and 
guide our children in music each week.    

Children’s Mission Offering Challenge  
On Children’s Sabbath, October 21, all first –fifth 
graders receive $10 from the WSBC Missions Committee 
along with information about the Mission Offering 
Challenge.  Children are invited to invest or spend the 
money on a mission project of their choice and then 
share a report in The Watts Line on how they used their 
mission money.  To learn more about the Children’s 
Mission Offering Challenge contact Esther Soud Parker.  

CBFNC Children’s Mission Day  
On Saturday, November 17, children in 1st – 5th grades 
travel to Conetoe, NC to spend the day on a farm 
mission site learning ways to share the harvest with 
others through gleaning, organic farming, bee-keeping, 
and more. Save the Date for this fun day to learn about 
missions with church friends.   

Save the Date 
Sept. 9 - Oct. 14  First Graders Worship Class 
September 14-16 Camp Willow Run (3rd-5th graders) 
October 21  Children’s Sabbath 
     Children’s Mission Offering Challenge 
November 17  CBFNC Children’s Mission Day 
 
A more detailed 2018 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 
online at www.wattsstreet.org  

Children’s Ministry 

Interested in Cub Scouting?   
Watts Street sponsors Cub Pack 440 
and we’re actively recruiting boys and 
girls ages 7-10 and adult leaders for a 
growing group!  We are hosting a Cub 
Pack Interest Meeting on Monday, 
October 1, from 6:30 to7:30 p.m.  We’d love for this 
program to be a strong outreach to the community – 
so please spread the word!  If you’d like to know 
more, please contact John Rublein, Worth Lutz, or 
Kelly Sasser.  

“Dear friends,  
let us love  

one another.” 
1 John 4:7a 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Thank You, Servant Leaders! 
 Thanks to an awesome crew of youth and our 

AMAZING Kitchen Captain, Cari Furiness, for 
preparing and sharing the meal for 90 people at 
Reality Ministries’ Summer Camp program on 
August 8.  You all did a fabulous job and it’s so 
much fun to spend time with everyone at Reality! 

 Big thanks to Jere and Janie Judd for giving us 
tickets and “Bulls Bucks” for the Durham Bulls 
game on August 12.  We made it through two big 
rain storms and some less-than-stellar play by the 
Bulls but still had a great time!!! 

 Thanks to Dave Heist for guiding us in serving over 
200 meals at Urban Ministries on August 
16.  Youth, you did a fantastic job working on the 
food line and also greeting and offering hospitality 
to the guests.  Thank you! 

 And the Youth-led Service of Thanksgiving on 
August 12 was exceptionally meaningful.  Youth, 
each one of you did a beautiful job leading worship 
– bringing in the Light, offering prayers and 
readings, singing/signing, and sharing reflections 
from our summer experiences in Asheville and 
Homestead.  Thank you for a powerful, exhausting, 
heart-expanding summer of service and ministry! 

Welcome Sixth 
Graders!  
Following the Sixth 
Graders Night Out and 
the Welcome Sixth 
Graders Party in 
August, we are pleased 
to officially welcome 
the “Class of 2025” into 
the youth ministry!  
Sixth graders, thank God you are here!!!  On Sunday, 
September 9, we will present each of you with a 

Student Bible during the morning worship service.  As 
you get older, you’ll want to dig deeper into the 
scriptures and grow in your faith journey.  Your church 
family and youth group are committed to helping you 
along the way.  Hope to see you on the 9th!   

Fall Sunday Night Youth Schedule Begins 
September 9! 
4:00 p.m. – Youth Choir 
5:00 p.m. – Guaranteed Recreation 
5:30 p.m. – Youth Supper 
6:00 p.m. – Small Groups 
6:30 p.m. – Large Group (singing, theme discussion, games) 
7:15 p.m. – Dismiss 

September 2 – No evening activities (Labor Day weekend) 
September 9 – Regular schedule 
September 16 – No evening activities (Youth Fall Retreat) 
September 23 – Regular Schedule 
September 30 – Regular schedule 

2018 Youth Fall Retreat! 
September 14-16  
YMCA Camp Weaver, Greensboro, NC 

$40 deposits and forms are due in to Kelly’s box (in the 
copy room) by Sunday, September 9.  The information 
flier and the health/liability forms will be available at 
the Youth Parents Meeting on August 26 and then on 
Kelly’s office door, as well the church website: 
www.wattsstreet.org.   

#TeenAnxiety: A Youth Mental Health Summit 
Saturday, October 6 
Christ United Methodist Church, Chapel Hill, NC 
www.standbymenc.org 

This event, sponsored by Stand by Me NC and Faith 
Connections on Mental Illness is for youth in grades 6-
12 with a separate track for adults.  Featuring the 
IndieFlix documentary, Angst: Raising Awareness 
About Anxiety, breakout sessions will focus on 
educating teens and adults about anxiety and coping 
skills.  Cost is $25 for programming, lunch, and t-shirt.  
Registration opens soon and is limited to 100 youth 
and 40 adults.  If you’d like to participate, please 
contact Kelly Sasser. 

Youth Ministry 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
http://www.standbymenc.org
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
OCTOBER 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
SEPTEMBER 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Kelly Sasser— “Hide it under a bushel?”  NO 

St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach the Gospel at all times…and if necessary, use words.”  Many of us have long been fond of 
this quote and maybe even sought to model our lives around the idea of letting our lights shine through our actions and 
service to the community.  Rather than “tooting our own horns” or coming across as judgmental or even 
“evangelistic” (yikes!), we prefer to quietly “Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

But in this time when so much room in the public arena has been given for inciting racism and division, promoting cruelty 
towards immigrants, dismissing the poor, destroying the environment, stirring up fear – Brother Francis would tell us that, 
right now, preaching the Gospel with words is necessary!  In this time when the Church has lost influence and credibility, 
William Sloan Coffin would remind us, “The world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but 
love.”  Hide it under a bushel?  NO!  We’ve gotta let it shine! 

At Watts Street, we have so much to offer our community and world.  And it’s exciting to see a number of ways people at 
Watts Street are finding to intentionally reach out beyond our walls and share the Good News of God’s work on the corner 
of Watts and Urban:   

 The Neighborhood Block Party on September 5 is an excellent way for all of us to practice hospitality and let our 
neighbors know we’re here, we love them, and we have a lot of goodness to share. 

 At the recent Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, our Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group set out a beautiful display 
about our church to let festival attenders know that we are a progressive, welcoming and affirming Baptist 
congregation.  The upcoming Durham Pride Parade on September 29 is another outstanding opportunity for us to let 
the community know who we are and to boldly proclaim to everyone that “God Adores You”! 

 The Kingdom of God Sunday School class has adapted what they’ve learned from Reality Ministries to offer an 
experiential and interactive approach to the Scriptures for people of all abilities.  Let your neighbors know about this 
class and help us embrace the diversity of God’s family!   

 Cub Pack 440, sponsored by Watts Street, is preparing for an “Open House/Interest Meeting” on October 1 with the 
purpose of growing the Pack and becoming an outreach to the larger community.  Spread the word! 

 Our Senior Adult Coordinating Council is planning outstanding programs on mental health and offering these events not 
just to ourselves but to the community - including an event on October 2 around “Enhancing the Well-Being of Persons 
Living with Dementia”.  Odds are high you know someone who might find this conversation meaningful! 

When you think about it, there are so many groups or experiences at Watts Street that would be enjoyed or appreciated by 
the larger community – if they knew about them!  Let’s look for opportunities to invite our neighbors, co-workers, 
classmates, etc. to what’s happening at Watts Street.  Let’s look for ways to practice hospitality and make room for new 
friends, new energy, more diversity.  Let’s “use our words” and offer the world what we have come to savor and what so 
many people in the world are desperate for: community, life-giving purpose, and connections with the Living God.  Watts 
Street, we have “Good News” to share.  Hide it under a bushel?  NO! 


