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It’s a Sunday School Celebration!  
The Adult Education Committee invites you to a Sunday 
School Celebration on 
Welcome Sunday, August 
26.   Join us in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:45, enjoy a 
light breakfast while you 
learn more about class 
offerings, and connect 
one-on-one with teach-
ers.  Each class will be introduced, along with their lead-
ers.  Teachers and representatives will be present for 
conversations and to share sample curriculum. Adults 
already connected to a class will have an opportunity to 
discover what other classes are doing as well as meet 
and greet other Sunday School attendees.  Plan to come 
if you are looking for a class to build friendships and ex-
plore study opportunities.   

Even if you’re settled in your class, we hope you will still 
come to enjoy this time for conversation with others in 
our congregation, to learn what’s going on around you, 
and to enjoy breakfast treats!  

August 26 is Welcome Sunday!  
We celebrate Welcome Sunday and Christian Education 
Sunday on August 26.  Children and youth are promoted 
to new classes.  Adults are invited to the Fellowship Hall 
at 9:45 for an Adult Sunday School Celebration (See arti-
cle above).  In worship, we welcome our first graders 
and present them with Bibles.  Following worship, we 
will enjoy fellowship at Eat Dessert First.  It’s a great 
time to “jump right in” at Watts Street!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSBC Neighborhood Block Party  
Wednesday, September 5 
Come one, come all!  Come to 
the WSBC Neighborhood Block 
Party!  All church members and 
friends, along with our sur-
rounding church neighborhood, 
are invited to come to our 
Block Party on Wednesday, 
September 5, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  There will be two 
food trucks and free ice cream for all!  Along with food, 
there will be music, and best of all--a chance to get to 
know our neighbors!  Let’s all take this opportunity to 
reach out beyond our walls and invite folks over to our 
place on the corner of Watts and Urban.  All are wel-
come!  Look for posters around church with more details 
or talk with Paula Januzzi-Godfrey or Esther Soud Parker. 

A Great Time to “Jump Right In” at Watts Street! 

Youth-led Service of Thanksgiving 
Sunday, August 12, 11:00 a.m. 

(Youth meet in the sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.) 
 

Through songs, readings, prayers, and reflections, 
the Watts Street youth will offer thanks to God and 
share with the church family about their experienc-
es at Asheville Youth Mission Immersion,  the  
senior high “Touching Miami with Love” trip to 
Homestead, Florida, and service-learning projects 
right here in Durham.  Thanks be to God for oppor-
tunities to learn, grow, and be a part of God’s 
peacemaking and reconciliation work in the world! 
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Thank You, July Forums Facilitators! 
Thanks to all who participated in the July Sunday 
School Forums.  Jonathan Sauls guided us to examine 
some of Jesus’ provocative parables continuing to 
challenge us today.  Ted Atkinson, Georgia Chotas, 
Mary Jane Salyers, Juliana Caldwell, Rebeca Olmedo, 
Rob Womack, Margaret Morrison, Sue Kinzer and Greg 
Palmer provided challenging thoughts about living 
faithfully as they considered what they might ask God 
if given the chance.  We are grateful to all for 
exceptional leadership and participation during the July 
Forums.   

Wednesday Movie Matinee  
The Wednesday Movie Matinee, offered 
by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council, 
is open to all.  Enjoy the movie, along 
with popcorn and soda, as well as time 
with your friends!  On August 1, at 1 p.m., in room 102, 
we’ll enjoy Southside with You, based on the first date 
of Barack and Michelle Obama.  All ages welcome!  

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, August 9 and 23 
7:15 a.m., at Elmo’s Diner 
Contact Dick Chorley (919-286-1645, 
rchorley@nc.rr.com) with questions. 

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, August 9 and 23 
10:30 a.m., in Room 115 
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Potluck and Games Night 
Come join the fun and 
fellowship! 
Wednesday,  August 15 
5:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall 
Thanks to Barb and Dick Rumer for coordinating.  

Watts Street Night  
at the Bulls’ Game! 
Sunday, August 12 
We’ve got a great group of 35 Watts 
Streeters participating!  Meet at the 
front gate at 5:00 p.m. to pick up your ticket. 
  
 
 
  

Out and About on August 19  
Join WSBC's LGBTQ members and our friends Sunday 
afternoon, at 1:20 p.m., at the Carolina Theatre, 
downtown Durham.  We'll see To a More Perfect 
Union, the story of the legal struggle for marriage 
equality, and then gather for pizza and conversation.  

Eat Dessert First! 
Join us for this summer’s last Eat Dessert 
First following worship on Sunday, 
August 26.  Enjoy cookies and lemonade 
while making connections with new folks 
and strengthening existing friendships.  
Thanks to our deacons for sponsoring.   

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering 
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  Join us for 
lunch at the Q-Shack (2510 University Drive) on 
Sunday, September 9 at 12:15 p.m.  For more 
information about our Young Adult Ministry, contact 
Blanche Williams (blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or 
Kelly Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Wednesday Night Suppers Resume  
September 12 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers at Watts Street 
resume September 12, when the church family gathers 
for supper and conversations around the tables 
starting at 5:30 p.m.   Following a community time of 
prayers, celebrations and announcements, children 
ages 3 -5th grades go to music, youth gather for Youth 
Service Learning and adults are invited to For the Living 
of These Days with Dorisanne Cooper at 6:30 p.m. in 
the chapel.  Please make supper reservations in the 
Friendship Register by the Sunday prior, or by 
contacting the church office by Monday before noon.   
Additional details will be in the September WattsLine.   

Calling Watts Street Artisans! 
Mark your calendars for the 41st annual Watts Street 
Fall Bazaar on Saturday, November 3.  If you are able 
to sew, make handmade craft items, donate artwork or 
photography, bake cakes or other sweet treats, or 
work the concession stand, we’d love to have your 
support.  It’s not too early to start your preparations!  
Contact Steve Ritz or Kelly Sasser with questions.  
Proceeds support the Good Shepherd Window 
restoration and our Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences.  

Reaching In... 

mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
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Doing Justice with Watts Street 
Beginning this week, our congregational advocacy 
emails will go only to those who have opted in by 
sending us your email address at 
advocacy@wattsstreet.org.  Every Wednesday we send 
out some education and a few highlighted actions 
around a certain area of social justice to help us keep 
putting our faith into action. If you’re interested in 
joining your voice in collective efforts with the Watts 
Street community, email us or sign up on the bulletin 
board in the hallway and we’ll add you to this list. 

August Mission Baskets 
Mission Baskets in the side foyer and the Fellowship 
Hall collect donations to help teachers at Merrick 
Moore Elementary (a Durham Public School) supply 
their classrooms this year.  From a poll of 25 teachers at 
the school we’ve learned which supplies are most in 
need: Kleenex, hand sanitizer, dry erase markers, small 
dry erase boards, highlighters, Clorox wipes, Crayola 
markers, Crayola colored pencils, Ticonderoga #2 
pencils, scissors (child sized), glue sticks, clear packing 
tape, Ziploc bags (sandwich size), and Band-aids. 
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-
8367) with questions. 

August Minute for Mission 
Our August Minute for Missions partner is Senior 
PharmAssist.  On August 19, Jim Drennan and Mitch 
Heflin will share Senior PharmAssist's mission to 
promote healthier living for Durham seniors by helping 
them obtain and better manage needed medications, 
and by providing health education, Medicare insurance 
counseling, community referral and advocacy.  Learn 
more about the services offered and volunteer 
opportunities at seniorpharmassist.org.  Checks may be 
made to WSBC with Senior PharmAssist in the memo 
line.  

Meals on Wheels 
Tuesday, September 18 
Help assemble and pack meals at 
Meals on Wheels of Durham.  
Meet at WSBC at 8:00 a.m. We 
carpool from the Urban Avenue 
parking lot to the MOW facility at 
2522 Ross Road.  We’ll return by 
10:30 a.m.  All ages are welcome!  Please RSVP to Bob 
Kruhm (rkruhm@nc.rr.com) or call the church office to 
sign up.  

Dementia and Well-Being 
The WSBC Senior Adult Coordinating Council is hosting  
Carmelita Karhoff from “Dementia Inclusive Durham” 
on Tuesday, October 2 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in Room 
102.  Following an earlier program on the medical 
aspects of dementia, Carmelita will help us focus on 
enhancing the well-being of persons living with 
dementia.  She’ll point us to resources in Durham and  
ways the faith community can offer support.  This event 
is open to the community—please spread the word! 
 

Georgia Chotas and Grey Lehman found their “heart’s desire” 
sorting potatoes with the youth group at the Food Bank on July 11! 

Mark Your Calendars and Spread the Word! 
Lots of big events and special occasions are coming 
your way in the next six months.  And many of these 
events are great opportunities for you to invite friends 
and neighbors to share in the Watts Street “goodness”!  
Spread the word!  

August 26—Welcome Sunday and Sunday School Fair 
September 5—WSBC Neighborhood Block Party! 
September 29—Durham Pride Parade 
October 13—Church Picnic 
November 3—Annual Fall Bazaar 
December 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service/
Moravian Lovefeast 
January 20—MLK Sunday 
April 26-28—2019 All Ages Beach Retreat 

Reaching Out... 

mailto:advocacy@wattsstreet.org
http://seniorpharmassist.org/
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Wednesday, August 1 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Horton Hears a Who! 
Friday, August 3 
 8:45 a.m. Youth service/Learning at SEEDS 
Saturday, August 4 
 9:00 a.m. Children’s Education Brunch at Esther Soud 

Parker’s home 
Sunday, August 5 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group at the home of Debra and 

Curtis Freeman 
Monday, August 6 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m.  Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 7 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, August 8 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 10:30 a.m. Youth Service/Learning at Reality 

Ministries 
 6:30 p.m. Preparation for Youth-led Worship 
Thursday, August 9 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 8:00 a.m. Garden Club 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Sunday, August 12—Youth Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group at the Durham Bulls game 
 5:00 p.m. WSBC Night at the Durham Bulls game 
Monday, August 13 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 14 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
 
 

Wednesday, August 15 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Potluck and Game Night 
 5:30 p.m. Sixth Graders Night Out at El Rodeo 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, August 16 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Service/Learning at Urban Ministries 
 7:00 p.m. Budget Prep Committee Mtg. #2 
Sunday, August 19 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Children’s Sunday School Teacher Training 
 1:20 p.m. Out & About at Carolina Theatre 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group—Welcome Sixth Graders 

Party 
Monday, August 20 
 2:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational Relations 
 7:00 p.m. Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 21 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, August 22 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, August 23 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Sunday, August 26—Welcome Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School Celebration 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. Eat Dessert First 
 5:00 p.m. Youth & Parents Potluck 
Monday, August 27 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 28 
 8:00 a.m. Garden Club 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, August 29 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir meeting with Parents 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Calendar 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
August 5 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Katie King  
Preschool II: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Adam King, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Judi Powell 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 

August 12 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Michelle 

Roach, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Ken Rhoads 
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 

 
August 19 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Aria Oliver, Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Evelyn Ritz, Open 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Open 
Preschool III: Henry Mitchell, Amy Rublein, Elizabeth Sasser 
Lock up: Tim Cline 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

August 26 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Emily 

Holloway, Amy Sauls 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Samuel Gunter, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Sarah Hanchey, Allyn Meredith  
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Richie Freeman, Open 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: David Tatum 

Church News 

Chancel Choir - New Singers Welcome! 
The Chancel Choir invites you to join them this 
fall.  Rehearsals resume Wednesday, August 15, 7:15 
p.m., and the choir returns to Sunday morning worship 
on August 26.  If you like to sing we would love to have 
you join us.  If you have any questions contact Melody 
Zentner (melody@wattsstreet.org). 

 

 

 

 

 

Children's Choir News! 
There will be an informational meeting about the 
children's choirs on Wednesday, August 29 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Choir room.  Anne Claire, Jenny, Cara and 
Melody will all be there to answer questions about the 
choirs and the new curriculum.  The choirs will start on 
Wednesday, September 12, at 6:15pm.  For more 
information, please contact Melody Zentner at 
(melody@wattsstreet.org). 

Flowers are needed in the Sanctuary  
Each Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.   
August 19, 26, and all of September are available.  
Sign up for a Sunday on the wall calendar in the 
receptionist’s office and fill out a slip with the 
information for the WS Weekly.  Call Sanders Florist to 
order your floral arrangement (919-286-1288). 

Worship Schedule for August 
 

August 5 John 6:24-35,  
   Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 

August 12 Youth-led Service of Thanksgiving for  
    Summer Youth Ministry 
 

August 19 Ephesians 5:15-20, 
   Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 

August 26 Ephesians 6:10-20,  
   Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
   Welcome Sunday, SS Teacher Blessing,  
   Bible Presentation to First Graders 

mailto:melody@wattsstreet.org
mailto:melody@wattsstreet.org
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First Graders Bibles and Worship Classes 
On August 26, first graders are introduced during 
worship and receive a new Bible from their church 
family.  We look forward to welcoming these children to 
the worship service.  

The First Graders Worship Preparation class begins 
September 9 and continues through October 14.  
Children leave worship with the preschoolers and meet 
in the library to learn how and why we worship God.  
We’ll explore the church year, communion, baptism, 
prayer, hymns, scripture, offering, and more.  Please 
encourage your child to attend each Sunday to gain a 
better understanding of worship.  See Esther for more 
information.  

Children’s Fall Retreat 
September 14-16, children in 3rd – 
5th grades are invited to a weekend 
at Lake Gaston to explore Bible 
stories, participate in worship, create 
fun crafts, swim, fish, canoe, play 
gaga ball, etc.  We even sleep in train 
cars!  Please contact Esther to register and save your 
child’s spot for this fun retreat!   Registrations are due 
August 5.    

Calling all Children’s Sunday School Teachers!! 
Please join us on Sunday, August 19, following worship 
for our Children’s Sunday School Teacher training.  We’ll 
meet in the library and after lunch share ideas, 
discuss  teaching tips, learning styles, curriculum, 
classroom guidelines, schedules, safety concerns and 
more.  Contact Esther for more information.    

Second Hour Ministry  
What a wonderful opportunity to get to know our young 
families by caring for their children during worship.  Each 
week children, age nursery to kindergartners, are 
nurtured and loved in Second Hour Ministry.  It takes at 
least 32 volunteers a month to make this happen.  
Would you consider joining our team of dedicated 
caregivers?  Contact Esther to volunteer.   

Save the Date 
August 5   Registrations Due for  
     Camp Willow Run 
August 19   Children’s Sunday School  
     Teacher Training  
August 26   First Graders receive Bibles in worship  
Sept. 9 - Oct. 14  First Graders Worship Class 
September 14-16 Camp Willow Run (3rd-5th graders) 
October 21  Children’s Sabbath  

Children’s Ministry 

 

PASSPORTkids Summer Camp 

We had an awesome time at camp 
exploring the theme Enough.  Each 
day there was a different focus: God 
is Enough, I am Enough, There is 
Enough, Enough Already!  Through 
Bible studies, worship and mission 
activities we learned of God’s love 
for each of us and how we might re-
spond to injustice. Using a scavenger 
hunt at the Roma Night Market, we 
explored the culture of the Roma 
people who live in Europe.  It was 
great to be with our church friends 
and to make new friends at camp.  
We are especially grateful to our 
chaperones Laura Webb Smith, Luke 
Oliver, and Tate Arges for their lead-
ership and love for our children.  
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Asheville Youth Mission Immersion:  
Home from the Hills! 
Thanks to everyone who took part in the Asheville 
Youth Mission Immersion week, July 1-6.  We had 
some incredible experiences on our mission sites and 
have so much to reflect on as we remember the 
people we met and the things we learned about the 
“abundant life”.  Highlights of the week included: 
 Getting to talk and share lunch with some 

fascinating (and rather entertaining) veterans at 
the VRQ and help out with sorting clothes, weeding 
the garden, and staining a foot bridge. 

 Working in the garden at the Lord’s Acre and 
sharing food with people in need at Kairos West. 

 Spending time with children at the Irene Wortham 
Center and Children First (and the group with “Ace 
cards” even got to take kids to a pool party!) 

 Sharing popsicles, Corn Hole, conversation, and 
worship with lots of folks who are experiencing 
homelessness at Haywood Street Church. 

 Helping provide the community meal and getting 
to know people from all walks of life at 12 Baskets 
Cafe. 

 Spending the evenings learning about 
homelessness, food insecurity, gentrification, racial 
injustice, and other ways the “deck is stacked” and 
how Jesus calls us to share the “abundant life” with 
one another.  

 Cruising around downtown Asheville, people 
watching, listening to street musicians, checking 
out the architecture and history, eating at White 
Duck Taco, watching the 4th of July fireworks, 
cooling off with ice cream, etc. 

 Taking the Urban Faith Walk and learning about 
Asheville’s African-American history and learning 
about some of the challenges people who are 

homeless face when they come to the city. 

 Whitewater rafting on the French Broad (and 
jumping off the big rock) – the water and the 
weather felt GREAT (even the rain)!   

 Chowing down at “A Great Place to Eat” in 
Marshall.   

 Playing some serious rounds of “Zoo” and “Family” 
on Thursday night. 

 Closing the week with worship and sharing our 
“We Believe…” statement.  We look forward to 
sharing in more detail at the youth-led service of 
thanksgiving on August 12!  

 
 

Giving Our ALL through “TML”  
On July 21, our WSBC senior high youth and adult 
leaders returned from a week with “Touching Miami 
with Love” in West Homestead, FL. It was exhausting 
organizing and leading camp for 150 kids in the Miami 
heat and humidity but our youth absolutely rose to the 
challenge!!! We shared our VBS theme on 
“Peacemaking” with the camp and by the end of the 
week, we were all singing and doing the motions to 
“Be a Sower” and “Peace Like a River”.  We also 
learned a lot from the TML kids – and the “Church 
Clap” song and dance is at the top of the list!  Wish we 
had more pictures from our Devo, Art, Fitness, and 
STEM stations to share but we were too busy!!! Other 
highlights included staying at a farm (with all the 
sights, sounds, and smells of the whole menagerie!), 
some interesting eats at the Gator Grill, exploring the 
amazing “Robert is Here” fruit stand, one afternoon 
relaxing at the beach, dining in Little Havana, and 
playing the best game of “Zoo” ever! We look forward 
to sharing more about our experiences at the youth-
led service of thanksgiving on August 12. 

 

Youth Ministry 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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Summer Service/Learning Opportunities 
 Friday, August 3—SEEDS We’re volunteering in 

the community garden.  Meet at WSBC at 8:45 
a.m.  We’ll work from 9:00-12:00 p.m, get lunch at 
King’s Sandwich Shop, and be back by 1:15 p.m.  
Bring a water bottle, work gloves, a hat, 
sunscreen, bug repellant, and money for lunch.  If 
you can help, sign up with Kelly.   

 Wednesday, August 8 – Reality Ministries  We’re 
providing lunch for 85-90 people at Reality’s 
summer camp program.  We’ll meet at church at 
10:30 am, prepare the meal at WSBC, share the 
meal at the Reality Center, and return by 1:15 
p.m.  If you can help, sign up with Kelly. 

 Wednesday, August 8 – Preparation for Youth-
led Worship  We’ll gather from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  in 
the sanctuary to work on songs, skits, readings, 
prayers, and reflections for the youth-led worship 
service on August 12.    

 Thursday, August 16 - Urban Ministries  Urban 
Ministries serves the emergency needs of 
Durham’s people.  Among their ministries is the 
Community Kitchen where 450-500 meals are 
served each day.  We’ll meet at the church at 5:30 
p.m. and return by 8:00 p.m.  We can only take 
five or six youth.  If you can help, sign up with 
Kelly.  

Thank You!  Thank You! 
 …to our Sunday night “Summer Tour of Homes” 

hosts: Cara Valenti and Hannah Barrett, David and 
Lisa Rhoades, Adam and Katy King, Lloyd and Sara 
Patillo, Scott and Denise Job, Debra and Curtis 
Freeman, and Janie and Jere Judd.  Thanks to each 
of you for your generous hospitality! 

 …to Tiffany and Chris Husack for hosting our “Pop-
up Parents Night” on July 22! 

 …to the youth and adults who volunteered for 
Youth Service/Learning projects at the Scrap 
Exchange, the Food Bank, and the Diaper Bank 
during the month of July.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth to Durham Bulls Game 
Thanks to our good friends, Jere and Janie Judd, we 
have tickets to the Durham Bulls game on Sunday, 
August 12.  We’ll meet at the front gate at 5:00 p.m. 
and conclude by 7:30 p.m.  If you’d like a ticket, sign 
up with Kelly...it’s first come, first serve!  And if you 
see Jere and Janie, be sure to tell them, THANK 
YOU!!! 

Youth and Parents Potluck and Fall Kick-Off 
Sunday, August 26, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Bring a covered dish and let’s kick off 
the upcoming year of youth ministry at WSBC!  

Youth Ministry (Continued from Page 8) 

 

Welcome Sixth Graders! 
We’re looking forward to getting to know you and hope you’ll jump right in to the WSBC Youth Ministry! 

 

Sixth Graders Night Out: Wednesday, August 15.  Meet at El Rodeo (Brightleaf Square) at 5:30 p.m. and we’ll  
conclude at 6:30 p.m.  This will be your chance to ask questions about Sunday Night Youth Fellowships, Youth  
Sunday School, Youth Retreats and Camps, etc.  You’ll need to bring $ for supper (and tip!). 
 
Welcome Sixth Graders Party at Sunday Night Youth Fellowship, August 19, from 5 to 7 p.m., with pizza supper.  
Come get to know the youth group and get ready for tons of fun! 
 
Presentation of Student Bibles to Sixth Graders: Sunday, September 9, during the morning worship service. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
SEPTEMBER 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
AUGUST 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

 “In these days when all the world seems to be imploding, I don’t know what is mine to do.  I turn my heart to 
this and then to that and the next day there is a new insult to humanity and nature….  Where do I focus?”  These 
reflections are from a friend about the impetus for the new vocation she’s found in her retirement—social 
activist.   As most of you know for the last few weeks we’ve been sending out all church emails about a new 
effort around advocacy as a congregation.  We are doing this because, like my friend, we know what a challenge 
it can be to find a sense of direction in how to engage in the world these days.  Every turn of the head it seems 
like there is something new we need to work on, to educate ourselves about, to protest, to organize around.  Not 
because of a particular political persuasion, but because we’re about paying attention to what we understand 
reflects God’s love for the world and what reflects God’s heartbreak in the world.  We’re called to live and usher 
in the kingdom of God as best we can, and when we see discrimination and heartbreak and vitriol we’re called to 
name it and work to end and mend it as best we can.  And that can be overwhelming work.  That can be 
disorienting work.  So we thought we’d try to do a corner of it together.   

 Obviously we know that the challenges and problems in society won’t be quick fixes.  They won’t be suddenly 
changed or the tide turned if we from Watts Street finally decide we’ve had it and do something.  And let’s be 
honest, ours is already one of the most socially active congregations in Durham.  Take the individual and 
collective efforts of so many of our members and you would find engagement in all corners of Durham, on so 
many different fronts that need strong voices and advocates and listeners and allies.  But we still thought it was 
worth it to come together in a new way, to find solidarity when we’re doing these actions together.  In a way that 
helps us get and stay educated around different topics over time—on local and national levels. 

 We decided that we would focus on a different area each month so that we could be systematic about 
working our way through a number of areas.  And that we would try and give a balance between local and 
national efforts.  If you’ve read the emails, you already know that much of the time, one of our suggestions will 
be to call our legislators.  To be honest, this has been one of the things that generally I most dread doing.  Not for 
any good reason except that it’s out of my comfort zone.  But we also understand that this is one of the most 
important actions we can take in these days.  To keep letting legislators know of our objections or support, of our 
ideas or hopes.  They are there to represent us after all.  So I’ll keep calling.  And we’ll continually tweak and 
learn about different actions and the different areas many of you have expertise in that can help us know how to 
engage.  Mostly we’ll continue to lean in to community as we continue to find the paths that we’re called to live 
out our faith together.  We’ll join our voices and prayers and actions together for the living of these days and God 
will be in our midst. 

                        Dorisanne Cooper 


